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Radio Days 
by Rich Handley i i | 
B yau havent heard ihe MPH Stor Wire Epcic dramas, 
then you dant: knoe tie whalggier y oF th original 
The woos actors took back-on theirine 


tons of the classic charsetere “ae } . } 
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What! DidOnMy 
Summer Vacation 


»} Then aren't many cases when working 12-hour days for four months would qualify asa 





“wecaniorn” but the trip | took last sumer was absolutely amazing both for me and for the 
coiling Spar Wars fans whe cane along for the visit. 
Comics Link As @ Sa rward.ccin COnbend Geeio pes, | was or set for every day of principal photograpiy tor 
flighty Epivede (IL Subacribers bo Hyperspace (the sarewars.com premium serge) would read my daily 
sie diay detailing the events of production. The imast unusual day-boday challenge wad linding 
Pos Places fora pair of webcams that spied on Fox Studios Australia. Subscriers could watch a live 

image refresh once every 20 secomds, 12 hours a day, six daysa week | figured it would 
Seouting the Galawy become a casual distraction far members to check every now ane then evhile doing other 
by Stren Sarmunat online: stuff 

—— I figured verong. 

Dhad no idea that an online community of addicts would develop. People would watch the 
canera for 12 hours a day and emdlessly discuss what they saev. The pressure was om to engeriain. 





The Creature Shop was the first place ta welcome the camen. It was there as they outlithed 
4 lowering mannequins with coats of Wooklee fur aned as their sculptors Goveloperd the mow 
— ; macabre aliens played by Brice Spence and a host af qamgly eaqras. They even crafted Ittthe 
Shopemation moses with Weir Snares LEGO ses, and online fans scrutinized them for 
poushle Episede Ill clues. 

Crossword. At First, | feared the webcam woukl become 2 nuisance for ihe busy production crew, Ta my 
Sense er surprise, it became a welcome distraction fram what can often be tedious work, | knew it hae 
been accepted when Producer Rick MeCafum called me and said, “Ewan wants the webcarn in 
stunts right now." Hayden Christensen and Ewan MoGregor were practicing their big duel, ad 
Star WareQGA | queens they wanted to show off their incredible moves. 

ee Haale “co, what ane they saying!” Ewan asked. [twas a.common question, since everyone knew 
meas the web guy connected ta online fandom | pulled up the starevars.com forums and 
wondered what the poster would think if they knew Obi-Wan and Anakin were reading their 
words aver my shdaikdar, 

Onee Alming stared, the actors righthully focused an the mowie cameras rather than the 
web-based ones, but ihe crew continued to embrace the eye of Hyperspace. The interactian 
that followed wad unprecedented, While marry fans felt welcomed Into the making of a 
Star Mors film, it was algo the first lime many on ihe oew gota real taste of the love and 
devotion of those fara. 

In.a wery real way, thousands of Hyperspace dubdcriberd were There well us in Sydney 
watching something special and unique unfoki—the craig of the final Sear Mors mervig, che 
beginning of the last beg of along journey. There has really been mothing live it, arid while it 
was hard work lugging the cameras and cables from stage to sage, thal “wark” definitely aul- 
shines any vacation Pye ever been on 
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On one Pane mony of you hove 
written fo ankus do Wt phe poetry 
bar once agai On the otter bana, 
idan threatens to phrotte Oove if he 
recites another couplet over thelr 
shared cubicle wall (And she can aie it) 
On thee third honed, nau seen bean 
fess ermmuiah, . .. 

The lek Sand os por Star Wars 
Alki, Mou SLi, ok Ruy ote po 
fhe, Go TeGCh eS one? on & Sendiete mantra 
Fron a @avatic dacee fre re not picky Gore, 
Frade, SoV0S ba tush fine Wie ecient, Movie 
Ard fev plty's take, dost pei Mean! 











Mauled 

Kay good friend Scott Maul" Williams (50 1st 
Florida Garrikon Commanding CHiced is the 
best Maul costumer aut there, and we wore all 
thinlled so hear that Pay Pare would be attered- 
ing Dragani®loan this year, Saturday after the 
parade we went dean to the celebrity signing 
area, Scott prowled che area doing his bes 
Maul and approached the table where Ray 
was signing. Ray's manager pulled Scorn tee- 
word inmediately, and Ray said aoneqhing 
Abou, SEOs COME bern really cceol, 

Later That altervaan, Ray was scheduled bo 
gee a Lalk, at which fine the S01 made hin 
an horarary memes af the Legian, and Scart 
presen bed & place to Pay, Play gat a bog heck 
oul of the whole thing and commented on 
how great the costume was. The presentation 


and demonstration Ray gave was & blast—be's 
a funny guy! After the Star Mors cosbume con- 
test—ehich Scott wan for Best The Panton 
iMenace flab for the “braining outfit” he 
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: Lise Stevens 
Ores be—iwe went back dan te the cedehiriy 


area he meet with Ray again, After making our 
we hough the fire, we finally had a chance 
to chal a law mines and geta couple of A 
autegrghs and pacbures taken willy irr, 

LAURA 5, FEIST 
SCOTTSDALE, AL 


Editer-in-Oiet: Dave Gross 

Act Director Theresa Commins 

non Werte Wertz 

Exitorial tissistont: Jenny Scott 

Lucas Landing Edieor: Jane lreme Kelly 


Locsin Edition Stowe Sonsuueet 


Mice out! Bat what we want fo knoe i, eho Director of Production & Maratacturt 


LY Alatt Basak. 
woud wor in fight? : : 
2 Prepress Manager: Kelly OBrien 


Backstage Pass Graphic Designer: Patrick Velotta 


fwwas so inspired by your story of Kevin Acvertising Director Rob Stewart 
LaMeave’s signature collection jas reported iin 
fone Tracks in the Fan Club edition of 
asides 2771) that | pumped on tickets 2s soon 
aa) eard Mark Hamill was performing ina 
Broadway play entitled Shy Dyce beceans in 
fie Priwkcs, 


The raght af the show, | meticuksshy 





EAANTHA TRACES 
Edino:; Wary Franklin 





Chief Eemouitiee Otficer Line Stevens 


cone: Alan Frankin 


Danger of ba 


planned my mission and seq off wich a camera, 


cad Dirt ichor Werte 


an B10" glossy, and my poster (the latter tea “pe pa 


Tens have numerous skynaqures fron some of 
the other Shar Wars acrors), 

We had front-feny $6005 ane immensely 
engoyed (he beva- person Show, which truly 


bout Cheap ceria 


w WWE sca 


highiaghts Marks acting abaities. | highly rec- 
Senmend atbending if you're in the AVC area, 
Aerward, we rushed bo the stage dinar 
Alter being waned that fr. Harrell usually 
mabes é dash for his car right after the per- 
formance. There were only @ haredful of 
other patrons out there, most with just a 


Rebel Rumbings. conticwed on page 5 
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Witten tex 
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Aaron Allston & 4 Texas writer whose mber- 
sts include hetory, mythology, movies, 
pulp magacines, and cats. Though deter- 
manned since childhood to become a reovel- 
ih As a teenager in the sunimer of 1977, 
Aaron did not imagines, a6 a teenager in the 
simmer ef 1997, that he would someday be 
ote wih Sr Mies, His webssine, 
wile inchickess “Frecuerchy Asked 
Questions” files tor his mowels, can be toured 
al ace oral s bor cca, 


Rich Handley is the coauthor of “Lacy 
Losck" in Star ors Foes €3) as well os West 
End Games Adventure Jounal story 
“Crimson Bounty” The managing editor of 
éufvaneed fmogiag magazine by day, Rich 
has ben writing Bor dasider since 198. 
Faitvioes. Cheag bar is the eet anh lita nice alan 
Verve. ecard one are ieee yt Ra reat Lia, 


Benjamin Harper isa lifelong Stor ors 
qeek whose obsession reached its peak 
when he joined lucas Licensing im 1954) as 
an editor. He currently resides in Mew York 
City, where he works at Scholastic inc. In his 
spare time, be swims, plays his Theremin 
“lesee,” watches tragically bad horror anc 
science ficthon movies, and sponds far boo 
Mich meciey cm eBay, 








Stor Ward first inspired Harm Magial when 
he Say iL opening hight af Graurians 
Chinese Theatre in los Angeles. Ror, eh 
now writes about vouasl effect for 
Premier and American Cinemategrepter, 
continues bo be inspired by the Lasting 
impact of George Lucas’ saga on this 
comstanaly ewolving art fon. 


Shane Turgean works in lhe television 
induviry in Bdimantan, Alberta. in additan 
to being 4 Star Was collectoe, Share is 
also a tatboo aficionado and mune 
tattocsandtoys.com. Me is a contributing 
staff member for weewscbelscum.com. 


Daniel Wallace has authored of coaw- 
thored nearly a degen books, including the 
upcoming OC Linwerse Encyclopedia and 
the Mew Fork Times bestseller Star Fors: 
The Wew Essential Guide to Characters. 
When not immersed in strange warkds, he 
enjoys life in Getroit, which is kind of a 
strange world anyandy. 








“As rough as it may be, you have to 
look at the whole film to really see 


what you have.” 


hanksgiving was less than tao weeks 

aay when we last caught up with pro- 

ducer Rick McCallum at Skyealber 
Ranch, whlch was electric with the hum of 
maviemaking. At the time, the challenge for 
the Episode fl crew was to complete a rough 
cut of the entire mania by Christmas, 2s vvell as 
a solkd 25-minute sequence to be handed over 
tothe iLife team by January 5, so that the 
visual-efipers war could officially begin. 

“We're ina weird, scary place right mow, 
but that’s nomial for this stage because we 
don't really have a imovig yet,” sald McCallum, 
whe was relaxing for just a few minutes in his 
office inthe Main House at Skywalker Aanch, 
which had Deen serving as ceniral comm, nd 
for Epasode ll procdisction since the crew's 
return tron the firse round of sheating lin 
Aqisneglia last slumenier, 

The mnid-Noyveniber schedule for 
McCallum, director George Lucas, and edigors 
Aoger Barton ard Ben Burtt, was very strc: 
tured and interse, Accomding to McCallum, 
Lucas stared his day promptly at 9 a.m, and 
Iotused solely on ediing tasks with Bunt 
vet Tp, which ircdided handing same of 
the filra’s “magar space battles, fight 
FaQueTCeS and digital work,” 

Alter a shart lunch, Lucas checked up on 
lhe pregress of the Art and Animarics 
Degartinents, whack were hard af work in the 
Vaan House, wilh Che artists oreatingy more 
environments for Bpiade Ill and the anitnat- 
ics Lean laying (he foundation Por cnscial 
filed Aenents—such as the look and me 
ment of varigus creatures or wehiches—that 


later will be enhanced By ILML 


—Rick McCallum 


“"Wihen George 6 working with the animatics 
team, he's studying visual-effects shorts that are 
being animated for ute 24 placeholders for the 
rough cut af the ‘complete’ film that we'll view 
before Christmas,” explined MeCallum. “What 
we'll see will be wery crode—with weird bark- 
ground paintings and shate that wan't be 
dynamic—but they wil give ud a qood indica- 
tion of where we are with everything.” 

He added, “Even though we are daing work 
now, building spaceship models and digital 
envdronments, and conducting research and 
development, the real work for Iii doesnt 
begin urdil January.” 

During the last taro months of 2004, Lucas. 
and Barton—9ho was editing the dramatic 
pantions of the film—met daily 2t 3 pum. to “ga 
straight through the movie—actually assem- 
bling the picture and creating the first rough 
cut of Episode 1," acceeding ta. Motallum. Ak 
the tim wee tale with Metallum, he said the 
duo was “almeady about halfway through" the 
process, which would "peobably comtinuc all 
che way Lint the end of Pearuan 204," even 
afer cha initial nowgh curt ts finished, 

“Cuge ae get the rough ent, ae cam start ta 
change and replace things, cut sequences, and 
soon. By the end of the oar, we will knee 
Jawa the problems of the milised opportunities. 
are, ane wall help Wt plan ur jadodeional 
Shooting) in March,” he said, 

"AS Fough ait rary be, you have to book 
atthe whole filma te really see what pou have 
and what you must [rethinkL” saad McCallum. 
“Vio lonk ait i ard Say, Wine, we meyer 
Thought of those twee people pogerher ar 
‘This dialogue doein make any sense noe 















that we cuy this other scene). We fix it up" 

Following a thorough review of Eolsocde il's 
first incamation asa complete film, MoCallum 
will head to England te start the “prop and ro 
shaot period” at Elstree Studios in London, 
MeCanuim sald he is locking forward to the tip 
because “being on bocation” bi his tasaceite 
part” of the ricdemaking process, and fora 
moment he reminisced about the sheooaing for 
Episode tll that beck place in Australia 

really lowe shooting on lection” he sad, 
Wier wee were in Australia, if was just qreat— 
the people (he culture, everything, I really was 
an arming eaperience for George and ne,” 

The London tip in March will be just one of 
three rounds of “pick-up shooting” that the 
Episode Ul crew—and in sone cate), the Ce— 
wll underga before the film is reacts foe release. 
MoCallum said a week of additional shooting is 
already planned for Morweniber 20K, a well ad 
“three or four days in January or February of 
2005 for any last-minute touches” 

This touch-up wark may iindude not ont 
the removal of certain sequences but also the 
addition of entire scenes. This happened dur- 
ing production for Episode IL when the action- 
packed ceoic-factory scere—featuring Anakin, 
Padmé, C270, and F2-D2 trying to escape cap- 
ture an Geormosis—was added. 

"what happened with the drald factoey bs 
wo talized—=atter neviewing the film during 
the pick-lp shooting in Landon—that there 
wes Just too much plot. The (characters! amived 
at the planet and were instantly captive. it 
wast carcking. So instead of saying, Well, wn 
screwed up. we decided to do something 
about it,” explained McCallum, who added, “fm 
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ror EDISODE II 


bey Jaren Ino Fal 


sure something like that wil happen with 
Episode IIL, but there ien't.a scene that has 
manifested trself yat” 

Working out Episode ls seunel isalse 
on the schedule for the crew's Lendan gig. 
When they 3 There in March, Ben Burtt 


will “seque fr the animatics editar 


urd desig rer, 


| scconding ta 
MeCallurn, “He'll staet recording and 


ty the 


ng of April.” 
nq af soundtracks, John ‘Williams 





will be gearing up in the fall of 2004 to com 


gaivadn janosud 


pose the muesic for Episode 1. “Sohn will start 


wark in September, and then bell spend the 


nest fw bo thine: months ariting rmrusic, 


MoCallum said. “In January and February of 
2005, we'll record the squrdtrack in Lira, 
at Abooy Acad" 

Although Last Mowendner fecal ws 


Sof 
fm What sill had 


fered ayer 


ser pleased with the 
ve IIL. 


nd lim very happy he 
ne, i's & nervous period, 


Poto by Sipe Pelion 


ant know hat this thing is gaing to 
lock lke yet, But we're getting there.” Se 


chs Pleased after a 
ying lightsaber battle 
gar on an Australian 

F Episode lil 
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yy, what a big head you have! Actor 
Mi as Carson undesoes: his brans- 
formation in the Hair and Ka i 
Deparnment info Je FM 
Minch winder thee hands of | 


thatit makeup technics 


Lee gpalacnys, bese 
Garuel L. Lae beter 
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Shaunessy and at right is Jacqui Louez, 
assistant to produce? Fick MoCaluen and 


Jedi starfighter. 
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Fans have basen woitineg for years 0 enpoy 


» 


The Adreniwres of dagiad Joes on DVD. and 
lat the movies are available ima fourdise 
boxed get, To celebrate the relegsae, 


Lucailin and Parariaunt revealed the DyDs 





AL a 5pecial press preview at lhe Arnerican 
Film Insistube canrdus in Los Angeles. 
Lucasilm’s View President of Marketing Jim 
Ward acted 45 mavter of ceremonies, 
Producer Frank Marshall discussed the peo- 
ductions, and the films leading ladies— 
Karen Allen (larion Ravenwood), Rabe 
Capahanw (Willie See’), and Alien Doody 
fsa Schneider|—recalled thei experiences 
on Boigers ofthe Lost Ark, Tempis of Goon. 
and dos! Crutade, respectively. 

Jen Ward led the THX-enhanced deman- 
stration of the DOs. “We went back and 
remixed all of the films into Dalby Digital 
41, and we believe that at the end of the 
day the result is a different=and 
improved—eaperience from what people 
have had fom VHS on television) with Indiana 
Jones.” To prowe his point, he screened 2 
clip from each movie, demonstrating a flaw 
less image quality. 

Frank Marshall was thrilled with the Ovo 
effort. "What | lowe about CVOs—Geonge 
wae the person who taught me this bark on 
Aaiders—=|s that we've always collected 
behind-thescenes footage. and now on 
OVO we have a [pace] for it to bee. Bofore 
that, ff was only on public television, Mow 
people actually get to enjoy the making of 
the mows and understand more abst Whe 


process of how things are done an a pro- 
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duction. | porsonally think that as you're ' F : ' 
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making amoavie, its much more inberesing 
fo hae matedial to watch Chae 8 sit ina 
dark rom a year later, walch ihe move, and 
Talk abou it [fora commentary track]. | think 
ifs great tor pound firnrnakers to ee where 
[the qrilsgy) carne free. TASS why | love a 
DVD prajece like pba." 

Warking on ihe films prevented Marshall 
with challenges that wauld test his ability as 
a producer. “| think the most challenging 
was when George handed me the script for 
Aaicers and said that we're gaing fo make it 
for 3-20 million. At that time there were poo 








pe wh read Whe Saripe ard sand bhatt the 


fir! sequence alone would cost $20 million 


But Where was 5 cérl4in spirit and way that 
we wert about makang the movie. It wes a 
goal todo them in the [speed and efi- 
dneney) of the classac B-movie-serial era that 
had inspired the mowies.” 

It wasn't only future generations that 
would be inspired by the films. Marshall 
himself leaned from the experience“) was 
fortunate enough todo the second-unit 
directing,” be said. “| believe that the job of 
a second-unit director is to imitate ihe first- 








by David © Fein 


unit director. four footage needs to cut in 
with their foctage and match, So what bet- 
ter teacher than Stewen Splelberg?* 

The sheer scope of the productions was 
another great educator “These neovies were 
such a logistical challenge anda production 
challenge that! continue to earn fram 
thea,” Marshall sald, “Eaely in my caress, | 
bellaved | could do anphing, and when | 
think about some of the things that we 
Pulled off, it is anazing. 

Sheoting the pierianes all argind che 
word added fo The adventure, both for the 
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A 


eudience and for the filmmakers. “By 
the time it came to the third film,” said 
Marshall, “we fook cut the travel 
Brochures and said, Where do we want ta 
go? These movies were fun, and i think that 


is part of what the audiences libed, the glo- 
betrathing exploits of Indiana Jones. it was 
one of the things | believe inspired us to do 
the fourth movie.” 


Act only would these personal acven- 


JUL 


ture encich the scope of the films, they 
were aloo personally 2atigtyineg bo lhe filen- 
makers, “We had actually come 1a the AF] 
dinner handoring Harrigan Ford, and while 
Handing backvage, everyoee logkedd at 
each oper and said, Wou know, those were 
a great departure, because we had decided 
never te do angather ane, Qur cast rode otf 
inte the sunset at ihe ered of the third film, 
and we said, That's great Were donal™ 
For the first dene ever, all three of the 
leading ladies of the Indiana Jones movies 
graced the stage. The Anverécan Film 
Institute's cen heroine, CEC eon 
Firstenberg, Introduced the actresses after 
offering some bey facts about Indiana Jones 
and the AFI's 100 fears... 100 Heroes & 


» Figpures 


i] 


int hited Reques. 
cea) onday Af ea) eee chee 


Renner) Ameri, 


ces. ite cena 


to 
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great lines, We showkl clo i again.” This was. 





VWillaiead pall. “Indiana Jones came in second 
24 [hee gregiest cinema hero of all Cine, just 
behind Arius Finch (Te Ril @ Moc kvipind) 
afd just ahead of James Bond, folders of the 
Lose Ark was also incur tog 10 Armesican 
Tilrns Of all Cine, and Chee years age we had 
the diiect Pasline of Presenting Gur 
highess homer, Fhe AFI Lite Achdevemarnt 
Award, to Harrison Ford,” 

After the anening remarks, Karem Allen 
started to reply to her first question when a 
heschher from stage left suddenly cum her off, 

"Bitch, Bltch, bitch!” the intruder com 
Plained before revealing hinnself. it was 


mane other than Doctor Jones, Harrison 
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Ford hinsalf, wearing his character's skpna 
ture fader and jacket, 

"1 just dropped by to say helig,” he said. 
4éun event that hed already seemed onthusi 
astic became frenzied, and Karen Allen liter 
ally foll out of her chair in surprise, while the 
audience went muts. Ford remained just 
hong enough to pose with his co-stars before 
caving them to continue ther Q&A session. 

Allen recalled ber dirst impressions af 
Marion Rawenwood. “When ll first read the 
‘orp, | thought it was [as great as] 
Cozobilenca, and | just fell im lowe with 
Marion. | thought that she was the best 
character that | had ever reed" 

Starting ih a great character on the 
page was mot enough for Allen, who added 
‘mall touches to Marion during filming. “le 
be in a tcene with indiana Jones where 
there wast 4 desqiptien of what Maric 
wad doing. | wanted her to ahve be ready 
Lo soring inte accion. ether jumping for the 
Irying pan, of grabbing any large abject vhat 
She coukd smack somebody with. | feel that | 
Was Giver The pooh bo shape Pers 

Bespipe her peady-lor-anythirny arcitade, 
Alen WHSrrT pinlepa ned Por a partaciilaely qeighy 
shock. "There was a cobra that bit a python, 
and it died instantly, are Speyer took this 
Gead python and threw it inte am ice chest tor 
three or four days uncil the flesh ported. He 
then waced for one point in the Well of Souls 
whenn Harrison was climbing and Iwas stand 
Ing there with my torch going out, and sud 
Genly Harrison hits 2 snake and onto me falls 
Steven's dead python! He slimed met | was 
covered with snake slime, and | had to scrape 
it of wath my hanes. That was my mst 
grobesque mament on the film." 





Rate Capshaw remembered Willie Scott, 
the sunning blonde American nightclub 
slniger making her way in Shanghai before 
winding Wp on the rollercoaster adventure 
ofa literine, “Wy Spent called and wanted 
me to qin dnd audition. At the time was 
Hill thimking that twas this New Yark 


actress only doing films lie Sophie's Choice. 


But | really wanted to mect Steven, sm | did 
it.” said Capshaw. Regardless of her com 
cerns, she won the part but still hada 
unique approach to the film. "Because | 
really dicin't want ta de the movie, | didn't 
really read the script, and $0 it wasn't until 
we were in Sri Lanka that | realized that 
there wore snakes and bugs in the film | 
mean | really digin’t Kneay,” Capsbieer cur 
vivnd the snakes and bugs and gave us 
some od ghee reahest cree py-crawly 
moments of all of the filrs. 








(Cepeheu and Ford Gary 6 tun fceruy Anraesr ara Oe 


Tene of Doom 


Already a veteran of the action-adventure 
genre, beauty Bond girl Alison Doody (4 
Widww fo RAN) rounds off the series as the 
Austrian Mazi agent Doctor Bisa Schneider. I 
knew it would be an experience of 2 lide 
time. | think every experience is different, 
and action-adventure is so much fun,” she 
said. As for ber most memorable owent, “| 
remember driving the boat aned beim told 
by Steven to just drive the boat straight 
toward him while Handsan hangs on the 
back. | was driviney wane Fast, aiid oe a nearby 
ple, Stewen Splelbers, George Lucas, and 
Frank fwWarshadl were all iLAddenly waving Ane 
to tum, turn, tla! | almost hit the pier! Ie 
was extracedinary|* 

Ad for a, Doody had sone concerns about 
her noha as the lone ingeneet ie The Aira. “] 
Raed my chance to be atiractive, seu, and 
The counkerpoine to indy, and ft was herd far 
ie, [as firs with Sean Connery, because | 
Thought he had ny pact, because [the store 
Tocuded on] the fatherson relationship” 

The questan of 4 new indiana Jones film 
mevitelly arase, and while none of the 
Sctresses could comment on their possible 
volvement, Allen shared some interesting 
history. “was told from the very beginning 
that they had planned to do three,” she sald, 
“and that my character wauld only be in the 
first film because the plan was ta go back- 
ward in thier, so | low | wenukiin't be in che 


other been." 











With. a fourth indiana Jones movie 
onihe horizon, Allen hopes the good 
Becton Jones won't be the only retum 
ing character. “| would be delighted to be 
in the fourth fille,” she said. "I'm hearing Gt 
tHe rumors, but officially I've heard moshing, 
Time will reveal afl" 

Allen's MMarkan Ravenwood has the acdwan- 
tage af being alive at the end of Raiders. Mor 
0 for Elsa Schneider, but Doody doesn't gee 
her character's demise as an absolute barrier 
to her return. “Elsa had a tevin sisner|" shee 
insists. “Ard she's reallky qicecdl” 
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STAR NEWS 73 





SAMUEL 1. JACK OOM (Mace: Wilirclia) imay burn 
To basketball in an upecming feature, accord: 
ing to The Holywood Aeparter, Fresh from hls 
hit file SWOT, Jackson wars, aeconding to thie 
industry trade journal, in early talks to star in 
Paramount Pictures’ Sock ia the Gay. The story 
revolwes around comborversial basketball coach 
Ken Carter, who, at Richmond High School in 
Califomia, benched his entine undefeated bas- 
betbal team when it was revealed that their 
collective academic performeante was uder 
par, He forfeited teva important ganres aed 
made te qyn off-line bo his Ream wreil hey 
ris their grades, As a result, mary of the 
ShUeNnS WERE OF 1a recente impressive schol- 
arshipe. Thee fii, which as Schrediked po 
begin prediction im fall 20K, was written by 
Mack Schrevacin ard directed by Thomas Caner 
Ghee the base Garicel, 





B here ne stappeng KEIRA KMIGHTLEY 
(Sabet? The ying beauty has become a 
Superstar, showing Up in Lene Acrennity: Pinapes 


22 STAR WARS INSICER 


Of he Cantbedn: The Curse ef the Block Pedr: 
Bend lt Like Beckhorn: ad regramedhy, Juin 
Park I. Men, aceording to Veriey, Knightly 
as a tee role bo add be her ewereprcving 
resume: shel star opposite Aden Brody [The 
Fianat) in The Jecket, The file detads the story 
af a soldier who is convicted of murder and, 
during hls treatment ina menszal hospital, 
belies he is traveling through time. 
Knightiey vill play his lowe interest, a weormsn 
he metas a child and for whom be is search- 
img through his “time travels.” Her character 
helps Brady try to discower whether or mot he 
is actually a murderer. John Maybury [Love fs 


the Devil) vill diwect from 4 script waritben by 
félare Rocco 42nd Massy Tadjedin. The film i 
scheduled for a 20 releate, 





LIAM NEESOR (Qui-Gon Sinn} is still busy 
working on Kinsey, the film about ihe 
famous sex expert, but he is also starring in 
Asp, according to the Liam Keeson 
Fansite and Coming Attractions. Ais ecstar in 
the “dark romance” will be none olher than 
his wile, Matasha Aichardson, Neeson will 
Play & peychiagrist St an insane ashi ug. 
fide of London. As he dedicanes all of his 
tine anal energy to bis work, his wife 
becomes listhass and girikas up daily bonwer 
ations with a psychopath. The film is 
directed by David Mackenzie, fresh from 
working with Necsan’s Padawan, EWAN 






MOGREGOH [OG/-Wian Kemaal) in fourm 
Adam. Aglum is based on the moved of the 


sam name by Patrick McGrath. 





Speaking of MeGeear, the laninis Scotenan 
lent his yee bo The Scomish dairy indussry im 
an ad campaign promecing the consumetian 
of the vehine variety of Luke Skywalkor's 
faverine refreshing bevenmge. The campaign 
fearured the “rile moustache” made famous 
in the United States bya similar campaign. 
Other celebrities whe bent their upper lips to 
the dairy indusbry in autumn 2003 included Sir 
Sean Connery. Sharleen Spiteri, amd Aid 
Stewart. The shogen for the campaign was “The 
Whete Stuff feliit Moustache.” Milk It does a 
Jedi good. 


Kidoregar’s fim Big Fat far director Tien 
Burten (owe! afthe Anes) slipeed right aut af 
its original date of Meyveniber 2003 86 4 
January 2004 nationwide release, with limited 
Screenings in lap December 2003 making it 
eigite loelacar consideratinn reat Palen. 
“When we tock an earty look ap the film, we 
couldnt have been mare cocited.” sald sett 
Blake, Frosidemt of Waorkhwice Marketing and 
Distribution at Columbla Triétar. “Wte wanted 
to do what's ight for the picture. This way, 
we'll have bots of tine to screen the film im its 
competed state and have all the tine we 
need to market it property.” 








Here! for sore really iempeartant CHRISTOPHER 
LEE (Count Deck) news: Empire Online, the 
web version of the British film magazine 
Emre, posed (hie qiestior in am Alagquert pall 
“Which of (hse falkowing ¢hrechers. wechilel yous 
rreash lite to discover was your qrendtather? 
The choices were Ming the Marcilass (Flashy 
Gordon), Professor Caviar OMe), Pelamy McFly 
[Pack pa ihe Future), Geonge Baley (it's a 
Mondertul Lite) or Sarurnian (ord of ite Brags, 
Loods like film geeks preter their grancdparencs 
evil Sanuman eon with a whopping 39 per 
cent of the vote, Thal whining. 24ll-pinying 
George Bailey should have jumped after all— 
he got only 6 pertent of the yore, Professer 
Mavier cane in second plac# with 30 percent 
ofthe wate, followed bry felaety Malcrly, with 15 
percent. Ming came in next to last. Aer see 
ing hoy he treats his own childern, we can 


understand why. 





Lust, adultery, murder, and jealousy ane at the 
heart of JIMATY SRITS' (Bail Ongana) film Angel 


Filtaed in Puerto Rico, the Spanish-language 
film tells the story ofa close-knit family whose 
relationship begins to fall apart when a myste- 


Hous man enters their lives. 





Life After Lars: JACK THOMPSON (Clegg 
Lars) was cast inthe upcoming film The 
Acsccinania or ichard Mivan, starring Sear 
Pena (Mysie liven, Macent Warns (Le Divorce! 
and Don Cheadh [Gten's Fever) 
Themason's Character it hariesd, appropri- 
anely enough, Jack, The film marks the diree- 
tecial début of Miels Mueller, who cawrote 
thet dcreenplay wilh Kevin Kennedy, 





Stephen King added to the ever-popular 
vampire genre with his cult hit Salem's Lot, 
released in 1979 and directed by Tobe 
Hooper (Texas Chainsaw Mosacre}. Hever 
content to leave well enaugh alone, thane 
Hallywood types remade Salem's Lotas a 
2004 televislon movie with an all-star cast 
including Rob Lowe, Donald Sutherland, and 


by Benjamin Harper 





Rutger Haver. Also staring in the produc- 
tion was CHAE TOPHESR KIABY (semetor) fram 
Episode lil. 





Another Episode ll serater, BA LING, ts in 
jWist abour everything. & seen, First up is 
The Wovid of Tomarow, a (hier set in Mew 
Fork City inl939in which & reporter dicay- 
ers the mass disappearances of the weoeldd's 
leading sclentiss. She works bo thvart ihe 
Plot al a raed seiericise seeenanigly bert on 
world domination, lhvah-hah-hah! Ling's 
Cas listing i appeapriately shady—she 
Plays the Massberigud Women. The filler is 
dlaped foe a 204 release, Hews, who days 
accidental pregnancy Gn’ hunny? My Boby 
Qaddy details the story af tAree friends whe 
must face reality when their girlfriends all 
become pregnant at the same time. Ling 
costars with Eddie Griffin (Ulagdercover 
Brother), Amy Sedaris (Strangers Hit Condy, 
and Scott Thompson tio’ in dhe Hol in this 
DOO release. Finalhy. the busy actress has 
had tene ta do the film Geautifw Country, set 
to ooen im 2004. with Nick Malte (Oown and 
Out in Bevery Mills). The film chroniies the 
consequences of fumesica's Ineolwement Im 
the Vietnam War, ‘be 
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The Best of Hyperspace 


Even after the cordhusion of princpal plobography on Epeode |, the Hyperspace empeience continues 
with behend-the-tcenes information exclusevely for subscribers. Here are a few more choice selections 
Treen this past sumimer’s Set Diary and one of the Site's revealing chet sessions. For more infanmation, or 
bo subaoibe toe Aypernpace for only $19.95 US. per wear [available to all countries), visit the website at 


Webcam 


Curing principal phesgcuprageny, the 


ing af Episode Il in Australia 
the well-traveled cam bets men 
bers spy a % 

work underway at Ste 

armed LA 


Trisha Yiesre (chat of 8/27/03) 














as - af Dave Stalte: Halky, Trisha, What vying with Padmé for the mast extensive wardrabe 
hawe the challerapes been in Brother Jacopus: How did you qo about putting 
Padreé’s costumes this time bogetiver the costume for the Expanded Universe 
around with the prosthetic belly? character that isto appear in the film? What were the 


" Trisha Biggar: Basically, the chal- challenges far costuming 3 character that already has 
lenges were In certain scenes to disguise the fact thar “4 Br Getermined lock? 
she was pregnant, to enable her to fulfil her duny.as a Trisha Bigger There Ga precedent in tenms of style 


Senator without anyone being aware of the belly, 4nd color for this character's costume that we have to 
spl77rit: Which actors seemed to enjoy their cos- bear inomind when developing it. What works iin a 
tures the mast? tom book, for example, would not neoessanhy work 
Trisha Biggar: Jimmy Smits and lan McDiarmid beh = 28" actor. The action the character undergoes in fic- 
seemed to have enjoyed wearing their costes ion 6 different from the action shot by the cameras, 
more in this episode, They beth have considerably and the costume has to accommcedabe this fact. 


more costumes this time around and could alot be 
c | 


Set Diary—Excerpts from Pablo Hidalgo’s Journal on the Episode III Set 


The Best Starpilot in the Galaxy 

August 11, 2003 

“He was the best starplot in the galaxy, Obi-Wan Kenobs said to Luke in 
Alew Hage, describing Anakin's skills. while fin not afour to take any- 
Thing Ofd Ben says at face value anymore, be so0ms to be telling the 
Tah for onde. Today's shooting concentrated an the piloting skill of 
our Jedi heroes. 

The same gimbal-mounbed starfighter cockpit used on Friday sera ag 
both Kenobr's and Skpwalker's vessel—ihe color and detal diferentiations 
will be added in post-production along with the rest of the fuselage for 
thewe tight shabs. First up today, Haydon Christensen sis in the cramped 
quarters, weaning the familiar piloting headband first seen im Episode IL 

The circular track abewe the cockpit supports the saivelireg light that 
makes it sopear as thaugh hes ship is twisting theough space A bank of 
red-qelled lights indicates Inconming enemy fire, Brighter orange lights are 
for near-miss explceions. 

By the Ge | catch up with filming this mearming, the scripted disioguc 
has already been shat and Geange Lucas i shooting ac-libbing and wild 
lines with Hayden. George sits in drant of the plasma 


ioreens, calling out descriptions of the battle and other hackgecund char- 
ber bo procipt Hayden's reactions. 

"kay, youve gat fire coming in. Look to your droid! Now we'll de the 
Inthe piece where you watch the droid dio the—here comes a bad quy 


from your right! He's over the top of your ship ney” George calle out. 


A Common Foe 

September 3, 2002 

What a diferenoe a day makes— 
though Hayden Christensen and 
Ewan MoGregor am again wiekding 
ightsabers, ther objectives are com- 
Bletely diferent. Anakin and Obi 
ian are partners again, fighting 
side-by-side, united against a com- 
mon foes. Wie we juniper Iback im pines 
toa scene from earlier in the film, 
before the schism that el tear Magner 


and Aparentice apan, The tone of this 


this Is much mere in the acherbure-serial vein 
Than the fight found later in the movie, In sone ways, it's a bit anticlimac 
fic watching it unfold out of sequence, On the other hand, the swordkslay 
@ egant and energetic and fun to watch 


&cbion i quite chiAferent 


Wire on one of tive few full sets remaining in the production, ard even 
Thes one i avash ie greenscreen. [t's a multilevel locale with raised plat- 
Poni ard suber oar sections. The room itself will contain expansive 
plationns each side of the main floor, but sincs none of the actin Spills 
Over to Uhose sections, they're not constructed. Gnee again, a foanr-core 
ard cardioand model from the Ant Oepartrent provides the viual aid 
required to fll in the green in the mired’s yc. 

Though this locale is mew to the Srar Wars files, &t hes archipecturad ele 
ments that remind me of several classic environments, The trapezoidal 
doorframe reminds me of the bulkheads found on lnperial Sta 
Destroyers. The illuminated stainway Brings to mired the tarbon-freesing 
Chamber on Cloud City. The flowershagand duty stations with their con- 
tro-panel “petals” fook nmuch lise sinnilar structures in the Eraperor's 
throne room. The color and won finish of this huge room give ita dis- 
Ginet identity. Though the set has ino ceiling, proecned lighting on the 
foar gives me an idea of what the ceiling will iook fe should an angle 
require [UM bo peut ome In feet 
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twesa long time ago thar Mack Harnill last spake bo 

iider, but Star Fars fans have beeen falleeving his mul- 

iWarkus cancer ever sinene dhe fall. of the Empire. 

Orotage Hamill has played the Elephans Man, febozart, 
are! yaudevilian Tony Han—a role that earned him a 
Grama Desk nomination for Best Actor in a Musical Video- 
gaene players knoe him as Cehlanel Christopher Blair from 
the Wing Commander series and as the voice of everyone's 
favoribe mutant in M2: Wolvewine's Renee —to sey nothing 
Of his. retum as the volo of Lube Syawalber in LucasArts 
Stor Fors Jedi Knight: Jedi Acadeniy. Aweleran voice actor 
whose earliest coedics inchide ihe animated Jeannie, The 
Mew Scooby Doo Movies, and the cull-classic Mizarcs, Hamill 
has comered the mares on supersllaes, giving voices to 
such evikioers as the Gargeyke, Hobayotlin, acd most 
formausty Batman's anchnenmesis, The Joker. 

Moving from film to stage te TY te sound studio is one 
of the ways Hamill oops his. performances fresh, because 
each medium provides its can challenge. “They all are dit: 
ferent in the way you would imagine Them te be,” he says. 
“Television is just like mmeavies, bun its 10 tires faster. 
Youre learning tomoncw's scenes while you're doing the 
sperms boday. t's just like soaps, | howe doing sospe! Youtwe 
got your heart pumping a mile a minute because things 
dou go wrong. foutwe ged all these really good stage 
&ttors doing this arch matesial ared trying to make it real | 
just lowe to be [evorking in] whatever medium fim in, to 
really enjoy the advantages of thar,” 

Thesht dls, Hamill is onjoyirng the atvantages of three 
dierent media. On Broadway he recently stared appasite 
Pally Bergen (Cope Fear, Co-fabey) in Se Doce Lessons ia 
Sov Weeks. In late February, Creatine Light Entertainment 
réeleaies The OVD of Hamill’s directorial debut, Comic ook: 
Tie Meee, in which he also stars. Aid ihe versatile per- 
loner also -nowrote, produced, and pendicemed in Te 
Wiig Com, an animated satin sees ser le airon AMC 
later ir 20D 


Auber These rinsing weeks of previows for Sie Doce 
LAR and @ reten, recording session for Canon 
Metwark, ifs et surprising that the Mark Hannill whe 
anmwers Che plore sounds less lie Luke Skyeealer are 
more like Elan Sleacebaggana. Despite the hoarseness, 
Hannill seers full of energy, and his enthusiagen oly 
gronva. at he Talks about his many projects, He sae, “This 
Patiod for ime nt ore of the most fruitiul, enjoyable om 
ative higgins Ive tad." 


On Old Broadway 


In Oeneher, Hamill assumed the noke af dance instuebar 
Michael Minegti in Sir Ponce Lessons in Six Weeks int 
Broadway's Belasoo Theabre following a successdul run in 
Coconut Grove, Fla, where he starred with Rue 
MioClinahan (The Gelder Girlsl. The role is Hanis frst 
Eroaiiway appearance since 1998's The Abad. Iwas com- 
Pltely qireee pected)” Ive sans. 1 didin't Plain i, lead Che 
Acree, anid i's rare That the characters jum off thee pare 
The way Chey cig (t brought bo mind The Gin Gane or 
SA or any of Pe thestrical pieces that they call ‘tweo- 


hangers, Is wonderfully rich in its appeal, and vers furiny. 


Imesan insiiatiy funny. By page six, | said, Ch my gosh, | 
Raver fey chy qhs,™ 

Part of the appeal was that Mines character is net 
Typal leading-man material. The guy's showing wip be 
give dance lesson” says Ramil, “and he’s gat anper-man- 
agement ees. Hes an ooinionated sort of wineacrne Ney 
forker cynical biter and angry. He's alsoa far, | read the 
first 10 pages and said, This quy is such a creep! The auidi- 
Ano net anly geing to mot foe him, but vill prebadsly 
WANT Fo eae Ou and strangle hae. In thee 
theater, hey can dia that 

Another aggect af the Minetti character has unique 
appeal fora actor, like Hamill, who waluos variety. “He's 4 
frustrated Broadway actor who never really made the big 
Time, and yo can bet that in every dance he teaches, he's 
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Hecho! Menetts [lark Plaid | ber es roe Ciara 


ioacheies Liky Heerigon | Podkg Cheropery = Dance Le some uty Sain Pas, 


a different character, He's not just doing the fomtrot; he’s Frank Sinatra 
inane oo! those Robin aad the Seven Hoods moves. When he's doing 
Thee tangs, hes sunging with Latin sexuality, And lve"s Mickey Roney 
in the saving. Flove being sort of a chameleon.” 

Opposing Hamills dance instructor is Powy Benger's Lik Haran, 
On the surtice, she appears to be the complete oppeite of Mine, 
"She's a Bapaist molnisters wit and very set in her ways, well-to-do” 
explains Hamill. “He's wary pesenttul of what she has, He says aout beer 
apartment, These ugly high-rises may cuir thee view for the rest of us, 
bat they're sure qreat from the masse! She's an 5a, Peqershurg: he's in 
Oheaarwater, He's at the beach but mot.on the beach, 1s Ge being 
chose to paradise, but mo cigar if you're on Che verona site,” 

Hamill eecalls a conversation with native Floridian Richard Alfieri, 
the playwright, about how the setting in¢pred the spary: “Hee wari with 


PE STAR WARS INSIDER 





his mather once at .a big batel and caw all these middle-aged dance 
instructors and a sea of senior citizens, are he was intrigued. What 
goes an here? Well, a lot of people wart te fill up thelr spare time and 
jest got out and interact with olher peapla, Isa social thing, It's a 
hepalth thing. it's. an emencie thir,” 

Apparently it's a contagious thang, toe, according ta Hamill. 
"Dancing is Fun —really, 4 bon ef fan,” hee gays. * I can't beliewe I'm say- 
ing that, given hat | went through hell trying to learn how to do it all" 

Broadway veteran Kay Cole is ihe choresgtapher for Qance Lessons. 
While Hamill is no stranger to action-ariented roles, he learned that 
cheogmphers can be even more daunting than stunt coordina 
tors—=or directors. “You can argue with a daector ower inbenpretation,” 
says Hamill, “With dance it's precise. In is just unbelievably difficult ars 
frustrasing until you finally get in aght, and then it's exhilarating, like 
jumping out of an seplare or suring, o¢ just nding your bike when 
your dad lets go and you're doing it on your oven with no training 
wheels t's wonderful” 

Dancing was hard enough, bat the coal difficulty came when it yas 
time for Hamill to teach his partner to dance whike keeping his awn 
steps straight. “Keep in mind thag lim teaching everything upside 
down and backward,” he says. "When Iino saying, Hight foot back 
shaw, fm really doing bef foot forward show, i's wery difficult.” 

"Backstage one time in Florkda, | just monmentacily panicked. | was 
ready to make an entrance ane said, Gh envy god, | can't remember 
how bo fowtrat. So | burnesd arcuind ina panic and said, VT just forgot 
how to Foxtrot. | forged hea to toot 

Hamill's dresser came to The rescue with somthing reassurances, 
and the show went oo... with justa small hatch. “| stepped an Aue's 
toss bine, and i couldn't switch over, sl just started doing it wroeg 
but with shallow steps se | didey't hie her. But | leaned fast | never 
did that again.” 

Just to be sure, McClanahan took steps of hor own “Rue used bo be 
a dance instructor,” ways Hamill, "so ina way it was good for me and 
bad for nee, because she was really leading, and | didn’t mind, and no 
and could tell" 

With McClanahan’s departure, however, Hamill coukd mo longer 
depenc on her training. “They tele me, Were going to kick it wpa 
notch for Broadway. We'ne going bo enake ther dances more comple 
You have to now teke Uhat mantle of responsibility.” 

When Polly Bergen took ener for McClanahan for the Broacheery run, 
Hamill had adjustments to make, “They are really different.” says 
Hamill “1 think Rue hed more of a proeunced Southern aristocracy 
about ber. Polly doesn't emphasize that as much, and yet there's a 
mare fragile kind of vulnerabiliny to Polly's portrayal. Rue isa much 
mare fanmidable lacy” 

Each actress had something differen, to offer her costar. “Hue is very 
traditional in the sense that when she finds something that works, that's 
the way she likes to freene 1," says Harnall, “Mog that she's intractable—l 
dantt want to give you the wren les. Polly ii willing to scat and jeer i 
you lock eves with her and dhe feels like you want to play, she'll play 
instead of saying. ‘What were you doing that for? | thought we were 
geing bo de this.’ She's qo a litthe-girl quality that | find just absolutely 
appealing. H's effortless, You see the spirited this Wo-year-old im this eke 
gant, elderly, but sill beautiful ywournan, bt plays well because fm so 
crass. playing Groucho to her Margaret Cuimort. 

Harnill hints that Stor Fears tans who came to see Oonce Lesson 
may also have witnessed a lew ghosts—ospecially if they satin the 


second baloony of the Belasee Theatre, which is aed bo be haunted, 
The theater itvelf has a long history of inexplicable events, according 
to Hamill, who says he's had some rather strange experiences while 
pecfonmang thers 

“lee never had sa many uneeplained bad-luckc things happen,” 
says Hamill, That inchudes the muséc box that | play for each of thee 
dances tuning om when its ret Sup pomed fo, or not going an when 
iL supgeasedd bo." 

Harnill recalls (hal on another otcadion, dealening feedback fram 
the stage microphones stopped the play almodt before et had begun 
The technicians could not identey the problem. “All these eqperts 
sald, Ddon't kmeow what that is, and fwe newer experienced that in 
my 37 years bn the business. 

He says the most alarming mishap occurred an apening might. “in 
the last five minutes of the play, when there are unexpected burns. 
There wad a prieal distinbance in The audsence, | managed te Talk 
louder and Paster because ee were only a page ane a hall fran fin- 
hing, but it was crucial exposition that clearly mabodly was heading 
ca paying attention bo.” Eventually, the pericemers learned that a 
maniin the audience hed collapsed. Luckily, there was iterally a do- 
tor inthe house, and the show resumed teenty minutes laber 
Unfortunately, the distraction had come at the worst possible time. 
Hawn sighs. "We finished the play without the momentum” 

Wink onies from Che lew Fark Tinees and other indlisential media tin 
the audience that night. Harill ays, “The producers were jist 
ashen-faced, of couse.” 

®*Later we found out he didn't have & heart attack” says Hannill, 
*lronicalliy—to quote a line from the play—he was laughing +o hard 
that he chobed on a lozenge or candy that he had, and it blocked 
Fils savored paler” 

Despite some bad luck, Harnill says, “Opening night was like a the- 
arical dean cone tne, IC was at Sardis, | stacted inviting poole | 
didn't even ke. | warhed Koll Arian and the pie io come, 
Actually the pope wad 6 joe, But Rodi Arian bad an assistant wile is 
one of cur prop people part-time. | said, Oh, 24k hien to come open- 
ing nighi? That would be so awesome if ve coukd get Hhoh Annan. | 
aio hopsed for Keith Richards.” 

Whilt no pantif, seonetary general, or quitar begend appeared in 
The audience that night, at least one hong-time friend made the 
evening special, “Peaple always ask me, De you have any filemds 
froen Stee Ware?" say5 Hamill, “Well, yeah, they ine all my fried s— 
eye all friends | haven een in 5 years becaise everbody has a 
life.” The exception, me says, is Peter Robin, whe met Harnill an ihe 
set of Stor Wier “Me was 18 and a production assistant who was ic 
scheduled bo go ta Tunisia, but at the last minute he was asked to 
because he spoke French. He was the closest to my age on the crew, 
howe bended and became buddies. | was friends with him before 
any of the cast arnheed” 

These days, Rohn weeks at an assistant director om films like Air 
Force One and Pranes af the Caribe The Coseor the Bleck Aral 
"He's weorked on some of Harrison Pord’s moves, He'll relay mes- 
qaqes ime from him,” Harn! laughs. Recent, Hohn inelided 
Hamnill’s wile, Miardou, and thee daughter, Chelges, alaney with Uheie 
tee dogs ina walk-by plein Tre Monchiven Cancldote. Hamill says, 
“Look, bene Po trying tomaie this play run, aed these quys ane qet- 
ting A-list movies without ewer trying” 


Hamill finds live performances far mare invigorating tham sereen 
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rales. “The audence really is Suck an inbegnal part of lhe enperienoe. 
1's epot Ge se perbly-line candy acd. | love Hershey bars, but if you 
come to the Belasco Theatre, we're going to handeraft 6 confection 
of your choice right before your eyes every might" 

Unfortunately, just before press time, fasider earned fram play 
btill.com that Dooce Gerson chased on Broadway on Mowenber 23. 
The fourth casualny of a diffiqult theatrical season, the shaw enced 
when Polly Bergen could not returm ona regular basis after missing 
feveral Previous PetoManes Gue to a lag injury: 

Heer, Ge6pibe thee cred revi, Tie Future koks brig At fer 
Sir Dance Lessors in Six Weeks. Univeral Studies has purchased the 
movie nights, and a Geman production has already started. “| 
thought | was onginating a brand-new play.” says Hamill. This 
sounds like a Howard Johmson’s franchise going up!” 


Comic Book Guy 


This February, Harnill makes his directocial debug with the release of 
the DVD of Comic Book: The Mae, The reavie, a miockunentaey 
bbaul fanalet cenit collectors, came ino beeing if We time-horared 
Hollywood way: accidentally. bnitially, Hamill had approached the 
producers at Creative Light EnterLasiment to pitch « different mow 
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altcepedher; The fark Pear, a 1997 Dark Horse Comics minnerios that 
Hanaill cowrote ared later adapted lar the soneen 

The Hack Bean vas aut ot (heir price rare,” Harnill pecalis, “een 
fora how-Luckpet pioese, But Chae Chey tok ee albeit Whe [clicec iinet 
tary] they didi for Srar Trek, when [Wilko Shaner are Loonard 
Aino) talk absoit Shar Tee&§—Mirnd eben” 

Aight may Harnill coukd sae wher they were going with char idiea, 
and he admits that a sinilar maw based am Star Fars would be fun 
There ale 40 Then anedioies about making those mowers that mo 
ores ever talked about, thase only [he cast and Creve] remnmieer, | 
PGan, Toe was ip on ihe glecier with ee [im The Baye Silos 
Sack], Ot rer Haein Ger Carre” 
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Sill, Harel was ite hie] be Worle On a propect Than was cine than 
just a stoll down Menmory Lare, Peele have to understand, | shy 

away Ince Stor Wdrt becouse they don't need me anymore,” Harnall 
explains. "I's dantastic what i's done and whore it’s gone. | tatally 
understand the impulse, There's a universal qualicy that unites peogle 
who love something so much that they can't eqplain it rationally 

Hamill adenits. thar although he “follows” Stor Mars and secs all the 
movies, he isn't eocthy a Stor Wars fanantic. lin fact, his son now ons 
Hanl's Shar Wiens collection. “I didn't hawe to pass it on==he: just 
apprapriated it,” says Hamill "hy obsessions are more like the Bolling 
Sones and the Marx Brothers and Golden Age comic books.” 

So Hama made the CLE producers a counteroffer: “Let's do some- 
thing mew and fun, [something that will] neff on all my projects, not 
fuse [the Sher Wars] movies” His kheac a mock docuneentary that he 
says ih “along the lines of what Christopher Guest (Best in Shove) and 
Rob Reiner (This & Spinal Fao) and Woody Allen [Tote tie Money ono 
Aim) hares done” 

"Tse aways bond the documentary form,” says Mami. “| lowe to 
watch documentaries, but [they can be) too much fe school,” he 
jokes. “You have to do afl this pesearch, and | wand the fun but not any 
af the responsibility! (Fl can doa documentary where | can make upall 
the facts, (B feel much better about it” 

The first onder of business was to fined suitable subject matter. 
Harnill recalls thinking, “What could | use as a backgroune thet would 
stand up to this very minimal budget?” be finaly chose the wold of 
comic-book fandonn as his setting and secured penmesion from 
Comic-Con Intemational ta shoot the movie there. 

In addition to directing Comic Sook: The Movie, Manill stars in it, 
playing @ high-school teacher who is also a comic-book hisborian. 
“What happens in the mowe.” he says, “is that a studio going be 
ramp and mato melevant this old, nostalgic character. [Sa) he 
becomes Codename Courage instead of Commander Courage. Amd 
they get red of the boy skickick, Liberty Lad, and gree Courage a sexy 
giflin.a jumpsuit, amd that’s Liberty Lass (Gonna DrErrico}." 

Besides Hamill and O'Enico, the movie features “this wonderfully 
eclectic, oddball cast. says Hamill, including Roger Rose, Tom Kenny, 
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Daran Hons, Lau Native, and James fumold Taylor, and includes. 
interimas with Kevin Smith, Bruce Campbell, Jonathan Winters, Sel 
Caesag, and Hugh Hetmer, I aloo basis what Harill calls “sore af ihe 
beg voegwer actors in Te Gusenes. This isa burner crap.” He adds, 
“[t's the flog Moe! Mod dog! World of woiceower actors. Vite have ewery- 
bedy from Spongebob SquarePants and the Anamaniacs ta Pinky and 
the Grain to Jimmy Weutron to Wennie the Fooh and the Taamanian 
Gevil you name if. Hemweon Billy West and Maurkne Lamarch alone, 
we Rove practically every heady tron Futura.” 

Hamill say Cont Book: The Mowe had an lvanlage oer ovher 
recent ensemble mockumentaries. [a] waen't as scripted as a 
Christopher Guest movie. When Eugene bevy and [Guest] sit down, 
they earite out the script, all the beats, shot by shot, like a conventional 
script, but dant put the diakogue in, Thay taller it to the rep company 
They have with Fred Wilked and Catherine O'Hara and all those och 
Exel n pest jae 

Working wilhout 4 script, 4s Hamil’: cast del, gave the process “a 
certain dangerous quality,” he says. “We were filming alternates wher 
we sald, Well iP this hanpens, then fers do this soone, but if that hag 
pens, lets go again and do it where you say this instead of that” So 
There's a raced yin. WN lod 1 ca Tee Ty” 

Teale the inevitable hurr creabéed by his spontaneity, Harnill 
describes (he miowle 25 4 wer peroal one. “All ihe references, the 
biographical material—it'’s afl shewed, based on my real life It's sort of 
fhe Earth Mark Rermesmber Earth 1 Earth 2 [00 Comics’ alternate 
worlds) Hamill himeelf ic something of a comics fanatic, a solf 
descriteed “giant geek” who “knoe how to tine poe Als cbr ssicins a bi 
Te and pass @ Che eoemal world.” 

“lstarted reacting all the underground comers when | wae im hagh 
Soho,” he says. “A. Crumb, Gilbert Shetton, and [sa on | could tell 
they were influenord by the Mad comécs, ared [so] I wanted ta get all 
the Mad conics in their original form, That's when (first hooiond into 
The history, finding aut abour EC [Entertaining Comics], and shen | 
firs! besame entrances! with the Keflauyer [Senate] coeimithes, which 
Lied to pin comics bo juvenile delinquency.” 

Someday, admits Hamill, he'd fie to do a rock-and-roll comec-baok 
mavie a la John Waters Cry Baby. Meanehile, bee's proud of what he 
wat able to accomplish with the slender budget for Comic Rook: The 
Mere, “in's really sort of the model of ecomomy that George wed on 








the orginal Srar fos,” he muses, “where you didn't have the money 
todo 2, ¥, anid, 40 pou logked at the bay pctione are saad, What de 
we meed fo dell this and make people Till in Whe cst welh Weir iain 
ban? i's wonderful, and I'm lucky to haw worked with so many woan- 
Geful people who have aught me so much.” 


A Million Voices 
Hanill's fans alse ioc Aim as the wore of The Joker cn the W's 
Forman The Anineed Series, a pale he has played for 12 pears. The sear 
Says (here are delinile avaniages fo woke erark. “With watever, they 
Got care what wou look like” he explains. “You don't have to shave. 
You don't have to memeeize lines —you read your fines. fou cam sit 
down if you wana, [though] with Joker) always stared up because | fined 
there is an energy had in physically trying ce became hin” 

Ein though audhences never sen voce actors On screen, Harnill 
tben fines hensell adopting ihe physical manners of his chaackrs 
during recondirap seasions. “Wihen | did Sormage [1588's Mak & fron 
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Chrsineds Seeciog,” he sey. 7 didn't ewen do it intentionally, but they 
said, “Your hand became pabied, and you had sort of an ald tremor. 


‘| lowe not being seen.” Hamill continues, “because then you can 
just use your voice like 2 magician. [If] someone says to me, ‘Ma, he’s. 
about a hundred pounds heswier,” Hamill says, continuing ina very 
Geep woite: “Well, To going to fgquine aut away ta make my volo 
sound heavier” 

The fanart snes wlll soon be ending to make way for a mew serics 
that will focus on younger incamations of the characters, with a mew 
yosce Cael, Bul Harnill has io regrets. In fact, be admits, W's kind ofa 
hele? It was ore of lhe horipest runs Pye ewer had—i2 pears. The hard 
ess Ching was Geer up he quality, You overiey your welcome 
land] it becomes harder and harder to be orginal | applaud [the WB) 
far trying ta find a way to reinvigorate the franchise.” 

Bosioes, Hamill has already begun woitegver work ona rey &ni- 
Miated shoves Tar Wirewny Coser, a balou eres. prenkering on ARC 
in 2004, The rong Code: coenbines shop animation with com- 
puter etiects, and Harill desoibes it a5 “a sale of those magazine 
erhcrtainimont shen sich as Arecs Holbaeted and Entertayiment 
Tonighr. You hawe te see it to beliewe it." 

Hamill says he's not interested in competing with We shock lac tics 
ofimore oubagecs television fare and seen especially prcisd (hat 
The hong Coast is suitable viewing for all ages. “It's a famil-leiendty 
Satine” ber says. wanted [ta dol a show where [younger viewers] can 
stay in the roam instead of [their pancnts saying), ‘Oh, bey, The brani 
Coast isan, kids. Get aut of ther moan” 
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While celebrity impressions will plsy a part in The Feranmg Comet, 
Harnill points out that he leaves the impersonations to the experts “1 
doa halRewy decent Woody Allen, but [we] have Maurice Lamarche 
[Futuromao), who's indistinguishable from the read query.” Ever the 
Ghamelecn, Hamill si perfonns mare than his shane of modes. mevt just 
Uhe lead. “l did a lot of the characber voices and incidental peaple in 
WS Bc henis and sped up and sawed dawn so you wouldn't boo 
iS ee” Ie Sas 

Asis alten the abe in wide perlormance, Hamad! records his perhar- 
Mmanies willl chee bee lt of having the other actors in the noo, 
“Te ro met re Cast el,” lee tank, “and Pye dene nine shoves. It is 
Strarige., Gut it's hol strange because you cho animator on all ifferent 
ways, Disney, Gor inotance, never has pou cdo group records, For TY 
maybe, Gut masaly they like oko [recording sessions), | asked Jonathan 
Tayke Theres [Yuri Simba ta The bide Aa), Hore did you like york- 
ing with Janes Earl Jones? And he says, Oh, | ever met him! The Lian 
King! mean thats very disillusionievg.” 

Haenill says that asa directo, he likes to do things dilfereethy. “Te 
Me, a a oineover director and director of velem games and a dinect- 
Ado movie ane [TW] episcnies. | fined that | loye the actors being 
Rgethior because Chey have a chenistry Pogeg heer arn’ Spair dec hy eee eee 
on, My view 15 thay if yce ad-lib sormeqhing fisnnier [than what 
Scripted), | will be mere Chan happy to lake cnedtig for your willy sibel 
hte, Thar’s the Jay Ward way, That's why Hacky ane oldie was so 
brilliant, Asice from hang brilliant wrepers, they had brilliant aghors 
WhO fOTEAIMNes PHT a DWI Ora Tin on what was already there, ancl 
the eges were such ahat they said, Oh, has berber, Say that.” 

This collakearatene impulse infants Harmills stage acteng as evel: “Va 
abe to iad Gib) with eny ait, | ear ghee beat, Get in cenmair 
instances, Pun said, How about this or thag? Mow, 9) percent ot thee 
tinue hie says mio, It that peas thar the qa ar thee thine s you che 
change, you feel like, eee? Aca That's qoing ho bee in chee Sarniel 
French edition fore and cer,” fund that's thee difference bernveen 
replacing and oeiginating a role. 


The Circle is Now Complete 


Looking back on his many roles, Hamill has a hard tame picking are 
favornte. “There's something in afl of then,” hee says, Whowed Luke, | 
lowed the fact that he was so callow and came full ciecko to become 
Sorbets who wat full qroanup person. He's fared, af course, | think, 
ta be boreciy* 

He recalls thinking he would one day play an older Luke Skywalker 
when discussing the onoe-planned Episodes VAIN with George Lucas. 
“new they wer going to be about ather characters with a possibil- 
ity of my doing a came in the ninth one. | would imagene that [Lube] 
would model his life after Obi-Wan. | mean, the shock of finding out 
his best gil is his sister would be enough alone to send him to the 
monastery, Hamill laughs. “You could sec him whittling lightsaber 
holder: out inthe desert of Tatooine somewhere. | think he's reached 
aplace where that aspect of physical lowe is in perspective for him. 1 
say this, but peaple tell me lm married to that hottie [Mara Jode'L 

‘The made! who plays here just adorable” he says of Mara-madel 
Sharman Bakea Me Rendle. “T thank i's funny. Leave it to Lucasfilm to 
get yous lowe inherest 10 years after your job's ower.” 

When the Sanecial Bditions were released in 18607, Mark Hamill had 
nal seen the Ser Wars file ina theater since they first generated 
argue d-the-Glock fives in Che labe 1970s and ear 1400s. his children 








had seen Uheir father’s fight agaet the Empire arly on vided. “Te tell 
wou the truth,” he says. “| dedi’ think owas necessary to see che re- 
release at the time. But then my kids af course said, ‘Are you insane? 
Iaald, Wiese sean ita milion times.” They said, ‘Yeah, but not big and 
loud and im the dark withouy stepping of scanning back and pans 
img” Phos (hse fact chat [Liicas had] hveaked ghee all, special 
effects—wise, 

Beyond the wbility te add digital effects to movies made Tad 
Gecades earlier, Hammill admines.ancither benefit Lucas gained Iroe 
the phenomenal sucess af Star foes. “It's so much fun for George,” 
says Haraill, “| thimk that's the thing fm mast entranced with, the 
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director and—ace pou siting Gawr?—the pidig Holy mobey! So 





these aren't sort ofthe mowies he wants or compeamises: These ane 
ewachy what he wants. Even Starkey Kubrick, as much as he wad 


knovwen for wanting te shoot and shoot and shoat so he had so 





many cholices—fls dream wis to edit 2 movie for 10 year | don't 


fhink even he could claims te have the kand of autonmanmy that 





















George had. Maybe Speelbeng dives, Leo. biut at least at Deearingres 


he's got partners: he's got Mr. Geffen and Mr. Kaine 





ng, Wha's 
George's boss?! Nobody! it's got to be fun.’ 

While that sont of augonceny is appealing, it is “an awesome 
responsibility.” in Hamill’s view—and he should know, having gone 
The hyplvenahe rune a6 prcdiscer-dipecior-acior on seweral projects. 





The experience had given him evens + 





he Syrrngpag hye har The presets 








Laces must feel “Hes got ad one fo Vhiht chee Blane po it chars ge 
wrang, but sc far so paod for him. Hopefulhy. when Comic Beak: The 
Vere comes out, people will give me a chance to ke more steps in 
that direction. I'd lows to deo small, comic movies about real peoole.” 
IPimaney were me object, Hamill would like to tackle a couple of 


pend projects, inchiding a howe version of The Back Pe 






pemtly retitled Dork Dinrsore!, The oiser i6 a serallaely perce 
one he began wrting in the labe 19805 while researching his rote in 
Hanigan in Hort. There's 2 story | have about the ghost of 4 lane 
tum! the-contuny boy who was in the theater. 
He doesn't know that he's a ghost and ims 


takes adiwarcing madern-diy Manhattan cou 





ple for the qhoats of hig parents and Goesn’, 
realize that in doing what he's doen, soenme- 
thing astonshing happens. It's a fantasy in the 
mode of Wroclo on 34"! Street. it's a beart- 
warming ghost story that's scary in parts for 

af the right raascnrs aned sot 

of Dickensian. 

IF Pamnill seems few than @ager bo embrace 
the celebrity of his most femous role, he says 
it's because he wants to ensure he can cos- 
tinue to do what he likes best: change charac- 
ter. “eo mover urdierstood why peoale are so 
anzions 00 do ghings like Fim Going right mow 





[a phone interview], Do peonle beligwe That 
the more they find dul boul me personally— 
whet ony polities are or what my peivate Be is— 
the less of a cipher | will become? 

He adds, Acting] fs justa joo. [Real life] 
isnot show business, ft can be, you want, burt 


| hoy,” he 
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In 7985, lang before the Star Wark Choe Mors animated micro-series el LAA A } AT, 

and the estabishment af the Eapanded Universe, Lucasfilm ventured Partners Michael Hirsh, Paarick Loubert, and Clive Smith established 
inte the word of anienagion with the Dnaios ond Swoks Adventure Hour, Nelwana in Toronte in 1971, Guat they newer intended it to be a dedi- 
Twas hall-haur programs that chranicled the further acwentunes of cated animation company, instead, they hoped to establish a film 
seme of the belowed characters from the original Stor Wars trilogy. The 9 company in a coundry that didn't realty have a film industry. After a 


Canadian company Mehana, working chosely with Lucesfilm, brought few years of producing liee-acton and animated films, a5 well as short 
these cartoons to life [as previously covered, along with a complete programs forthe Canadian Broadcasting Corporation (CBC), the brio 
episode quide, in Star Wars (asides 427). This was not the fire! tine, soon realized that animation was becoming their specialty. In 1975, 
however, that Welvana had worked with Lucasfilm on an animated They $e Gut to produce their first fully animated half-hour special, A 
Shar Mars progect, Cosme Chistes, Released In December 1977, A Cosmic Christus 


achieved ontical acclaim armoured the weoeld. it also caught the attention 
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Civ Sith remembers being “bloody thrilled” about the oppcetue 
e followig year, Lucasfilm and Canadian director David Acoma ity to weorkon the Stor Man short it was 2 grat proper, ame [Laicase 
were looking for a company to produce a 10-minute animaed short wad really, really qood bo work with. Fe gas as a Script, Pele lata} 
or the now-inkenous “Shor Wfors Holiday Special," whieh was to air oe ike a id-page outline that was called The Story of dee Fania Moe 
Thanksgiving. “At the time, [Lucasfilm] was chetermined mot bo work Then Frank Nissen—my right-hand animator tiend/vishalifey ane co 
ith the standard Hollywood puneyors of anknagion,” recalls Michast director in those days—and Dawrorkorrd lke Crary, and, Lihink, in abou 
j E able te choose an independent oonpany. 10 days we did the entire storyboand. | chant know bere cranny parels ie 
cary 1978 from Lacastin ashing ws bo send a copy oF would have boen, but it was a very detailed board, ancl) tock that 4 


Chris and anythin ese ee evend working Gn. So ye did down to: Locesfilm.* 2 
fone Chen] Wine to cone and geet with Geoege himself For The Story of hy Faithful Woobes, Nelvana produced & detaded 
eof the project.” and colorful cartoon that fit perfecty in the Stor Wirt Universe: 


STAR wARS IMSIDER a5. 











36 


STAR WARS 







IA SEDE 


Droids and the 
Prequel Trilogies 



















introducing he bonny hander Boba ee 
the only well-received seqmens of the “Holiday Spec: 

Helvana’s work on The Sty ofthe Fahd Wookiee 
fished the company asa major player in anima 


the company produced three more eee % 
specials and a fulHength picture called {Rus 

















Nelvana that gat the caél 



















epiode of Gros oocuned on anew planet, and alter every Gout 
epitcedes, C-EPO and Al-O lett their cumrent masses in search of pew 
ones. Betause of its complex nature, developing the Onedds series 
Proved to be quite a dificult process. 

The challenge in Orolds was that you essentially had che Sor Woe 
story bo bring forward without Lui, Leia, Darth Vader and Han 
Soo." recalls Michael Hirsh, 

“Tt warsa hot of work,” says Patrick Loubert, “and | remember we 
bied ta talk George out of that. Wie really Wanted mane Star Mare 
Charecters, becouse | thoeghy we coi have dane really well wah 





The challenge 7 Drain iat eee 
essentially fact tha Stop wiesakeey 
to bring forward wWithiotie Whee ee 
Darth Vader anc Honesto 


them.° He adds, “Ginorge was adarriant in that he didn't wane bo 
expose those characters aq thal tine, ated he wanted just the droid.” 
Asa result, one of the fies tasks that Nelwaras design team faced 
Was oneding the new characters (had wuld sere a4 C-3PO and 
A2-Ds mastors, af well as the iuhifude of yillaand thes vrouid 
inewitably face. While Lucasilne supernvbed and approved everthing. 
Nelona emglopees had a great deal of creative control in this area 
and created characters Such a4 Thall Joben. Jord Guna, Uncle Guredy, 
Jan Toth, Keg Ihan, anc Maney Baobab, as well as new villains such a5 
the Fromm Gang, Kybo Ren, Aditniral Screed, amd Gaff. While most of 
The main characters fran the Sree bart tikegy were off-limits for the 
Orolds series, there were several notable quest appearances by oaher 
charchers, such a3 Boba Pectin “A Race to the Finish,” Sy Snoothes and 
The Mas Reta band in “The Lost Prince.” and f-83 in “The few King.” 
With the design of the new characters compete, the next challenge 
facing Abela 





wad fo write 13 episodes and a special ina relatively 
Shon penod of time, Ta meet this requirement, Nevana needed sow 
eral cetterant writers, wht would come from a variety of sources. Reber 









Sauder, one of Melvana’s tog in-house wrigers, and Ban Burtt, Gearge 
Lucas’ sound designer, wrote or cosaTote the majority of the Creide 
episodes along with Joe fohinsten [another Lucaviin employee) and 
Los Angeles: based writers such as Gordon Kent, Michael Reaves, and 
Steven Wright. 

With many writers each creating epsades that took place on differ 
ent words, a huge design deparmment was needed bo vicualine thes 
ideas. “Thare wart a pool of Gesiqners al the Studia [who become sper 
cialists),” recalls Clive Smith, “Gemain people were really good at 
machines and believable mechanical stuff, and there wene others who 
were foally [arog wath] characters, while olher designers frecelled) at 
backgrounds and locations.” Vewually, the hard work of the design 
Tramand Dinachor Ken Shephensen paid off, Every episode of the 
Oraidy series is reght and vibrant nd truly captures the essence of 
The Shor Mars universe. Unfortunately, this high degree of quality had 
a drawback, as well 

The aricunt of york that went into creating mew worlds and adven- 
TUS every week was staggering compared bo most Satunday manning 
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cartoons of then the and consequontiy, the Oraidy sores became 
wor oxpensiee bo proaduca. Inthe ened, the mammoth amount of 
work that went into itt proaguctan, and ihe resulting costs, proved 
To be undoable, and Grovds was cancelled after onky one season, 


Fonunaioly, Gecouie of The neloaee of Renan anit Aen a year Get ore. 
devekiperdy the Frasks sees Warsi't quite so ocenples, Taking place 
before che events ot fed the Fans e7ie4 follices Wicket ard his bien: 
Krttad, Teens, 200 Later Then hud many achnntuns om Enckor, Hany! 
teboe, whe dinecbed the first season ol Peaks, Perrrerers cine partici 


ap Sharn’ Che rece cf 


Lar énrerit Chal frelpaad Whee clesign fear bo i 





Wah much of the basic design work already established, the 
Nelvana team sinply had to adap it to wark In am animated fashion. 
This resulted in the creation of colorful environments like the Ewok 
Village, the floating trees, and the seams, which were home to the 
Ewoks archenemios, the Guloks, Adaptation was something that also 
needed ta be done with many af the Ewoks who appeared in the 
mavies. Wicket, Tocbe, Chief Chirpa, Logray, and many of the other 
animated Ewok characters first appeared in Retains ofthe ted) but they 
needed mare identifiable personas for the cartoon. Nelvana 
redosigqned those characters bo hawe not only more distinguishable 
features bur alee individual personallties and character traits, 

Co course, thes characters needed ta have achentures, and foo this 
Lucasfiln suggested writers Paul Dini and Bob Canna. Togedbeer they 
wrete all 12 episodes of the first season. Dini and Carrau aennt 
Nelvana anpkyyees, but by working iin tandem with the Melwna onew, 
an elective team was formed. As a pesult, after the initial 13episode 
fur, the Fats sere: was nencwed for another half-season on ABC. 


Even Ewoks Get the Blues 
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When the second deacon of Eveors aired in the fall 
of 1986, fana noticed changes, ehech were imple: 
mented when a mew team of designers from 
Lucastilm came on board the project after comply 
Thon of thee [erst season. Tventy-teo new opisodes 
were Created hor Season Tero, but of these, only the 
lad @pisode, “Battle for the Sumstar,” wars fulll- 
length. The rest were shortened to alloy multiple 
Sores to be tald in a half-hour bioack, The secene 
season also featured a new opening theme and 4 






Nelvana redesigned 
these characters tod ise 
notonly mone cistintoi stile 
features but also individual 
pPersanalitics and charter bates 


substantial armaunt of design changes ta many of the miaan charac- 
ters. Despete the differences, Paul Din ane Bob Caray continued ta 
write most of the episodes, and many of the Helvans employees 
who worked on the first season were aboard for the second, 
including Dabe Scher, whe replaced Unit Director Ray Isfelice 

25 director. 


After the flood 

While the Grants and Evetks programs ained for a relatively short time, 
They attracted millions of wiewvers. In 1994, the series exponenced a 
resurgence when Ue Sci-Fi Channel re-ran the programs, this reintes 
dicing Tem bo the many Star Fors fans who grew up with the serkes, 
while alsa neaching an-entirely new penetration. This reread poplar 
ity alo sparked a new level of interest from collectors heaping 19 back 
dive the remaaning pre-production material Nevana ued td make 
eet ony the Dros ano! Ewoks Adwentivre Hour but ales the “Star Wort 
Haliday Special." 









For years, speculation has ran ranipant throughout the collecting 
TOMMmunity as to what ultimately happened tothe maberiall thet wen 
into the making of the Sear Ware animated progects. Animation cots 
from the last four episodes af Drags tehich featured the character 
Mungo Bagbal) and ces from the second season of Gavoks ane meaelily 
availe on the secendary macket. However, locating material trea 
The “Holiday Sguecial,” the early Geoids episodes, of they first seagan of 
Bares has eer clauriting for many collectors. 

Dae purnos Suggests that the material was destroyed when a fire tare 
ihrough a Wevana warehouse. In fact, there was no fine, but Paik 
Loubert cheery remembers 2 flood that ocounned one stormy Tarondo 
erening. TV remember working over the weekend, All the material was 
below ground level, and the water stamed to beak into the basement 
area, and | came in and fiany that] there eere actually things floating 
around in it We saved what we could, but ee et & fot of stueh" 

Fortunately, af the time of the fleod), the pre-production material 
from all theon of the Star Wan propects had bong since left Melana’s 
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ponsession, Licastilm ultimately heals the rights to these proper 
Ties, ane Chas most ot Chee ens Mae BENE To the company 
shorty alter the projects wens competed, It was thapane then 


ever ibang nertaired qimil the lape 1906 when Liscastilim 





emered inte a coniact wah Royal Animated An te sell and dis 
bibute me of these ier fo (he gacoenclieny market 





























Nelvana became a supplie 
[ot animation to ABC ata time when 


networks were quite discriminating 


about who they ‘ith, and we 


became the only Canadian supplier to 


the major networks. 









foo Cesar, Gane of Sairday Furnes in Chaaswarth, California, time when networks were quite di.cnmninaling about wha they dealt 





Ache as 4 distributer for Keyal Animated Art for many years ane with, and we became the anh Canadien cupelier to the major ret- 
aotuinedt everything that was availabe trom the "Holiday Special and = works.” With their newfound recognetion, Nehlwana wen ton te pre 
epicdies 9-13 of Drekds and the second season of Fuse. Upon duce programs such 2s Care feors and Beetlepice and soon 

Approval from Lucashie, Suedley Funnies alec had the right to peo deoovercd great success in alapting classic children’s stores such as 





4) and mace four Dravid Rabor, Rupert, and Frombiin. 
collectors market, All of In September 20M, Canadian broadcasting conghimerate Corus 


Hace imibetedtion serigraph cele bering 





and two f Ai tari SpeeciGec ally Ter ghee 
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are dcailable for sabe hroiaels Sainte Fianiriees, which has Entestainment bought Nelvana, and the studio continues be be one of 





mientially became Ue curabar af a original procuction the world’s top producers of animation. It recently produced cult 


V5 finest prod cic fawortes Clone High and Lindergrads, and is currently working on pop- 





The secess Gf Ue Dros al Fake Adeantine Hour was another ular ardmated programs such as Jedabods, Beybiode, ancl Alicia 


STypoe LA Curren paint in Mehana’s previ 2s a Corn pany, OW Was a Sihveesborr fraceface. Wihough the thins orginal founders of 
vere iqnillicant (inne far us,” says Clive Srl, Pee as bo bee asset Rehan ane mo longer involeed web the Company, the legacy thie 
wilh paeople such 2s George [Licas] was good for every, It made fuel lees on—oaith both Shar Mart fans and animation fans around 


us feel fike wee were partial the dustry, Also, {ron the a 


ice, en Thee work? who hawe come to expect methding burt the best from the 
2 looking at the compar were ergnessed, so thank il was fame Nelaria, te 
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very IMorlant Uae ae made toe kinds of corireectiond, It certainly al - “ 

fueled us int the early days | Related Links 
Michael beth points out That besa of their work on he fan P reehwaracn 


un 


progam, “Mehana became a supplier [of animation] to ABC aa a 
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AKING ON 


wo Jedi One archvillain. A showslop pins seg 
piece to climax the most anticipated movie in 
15 years, That was the measonabty tall order 
facing Seon Squires ragarheart, The Mask) when he 
skied on 25 vidal CHC sUpervisor—sharirg 
duties with Dennis Muren amd ohn Knall—an Srar 
Wars Episode & The Phantom Menace. 
Bur that wasn't all Squires had the @ne- 
able task of creating mearly all of Episode 
I's wiirquial owironements. His por 
tien of the effects amounbed la 
=i a whengplng G00 shots, far 
greater than the average ILM 





effects project at that time. 
Squires’ team re-imagined the arid 
squaloe of Taresine and devierd the 
baroque Lindscagees of Mabien's royal city, 
Theed. incloding the hangar housing the 
Haboo space farce and the than roam of 
the Queen's palace, They accomplished 





these tasks primarily using traditional 
minksbures ared digital mame paantings. 
a 


easy part. 


The Set That 
Wasn't There 
} z. Heawhene Was Souins 
-_ 
a 


task more Challe neq 


%, a \ mney Ears in the cli 
BAN J mactic lightsaber 

Dl ; : cer 
 —_— duel inthe palaces 
(ja iY 


Pa ee Qe ree abo 
naam, where Lucas 
shot on even less set 
than usual On screen, the 
qvwonment appears 'o terse 


of a vast chamber seemingly hus- 





ARTH MLAUL IN EPISODE [| 


JUELING 





by Ron Magid 


dreds of feet high filled with gigqamtic vertical transparivieel 
cylinders measuring 24 leer across, connected by an energy 
conmidor to another eam where a teardrop-shaped walkway 
spans. steel chasm thal descends for miles. All that was 
really on stage were 4 few small seq pieces where actors 
Ewan Moaregor (Obi-Wan Benobi) ad Liam ees tQui- 
Gon Jinn) dueled with martial artign Ray Park (Garth Maul). 

“The energy corridar where Obi-Wan gets caught was a 
set 15 feet high, which was contiguous with the walkway 
rear,” Squires remembers. “The fet on had tea consoles 
and same of the floor that went acound if, The other room 
hada piece af the walkway, maybe 20 fee long by # feet 
wale, and part of the ring around that, which was sur 
rounded by blue so we could add the chasm argund it. And 
that wae it, Uhimately we had to creabe a huge envirenment 
600 Teer acrass, but very little of ff was actually there,” 

Showing the lightsaber ducl on bits and pieces of ser 
Ageing! blueicreen created a whole new vel of challeripes 
“For example,” Squires says, “when Ober aed Gua-Cote 
leap across the chasm to the walkway, the top ef Liarn’s 
head vent out of iran, so we had to animate his head Back 
in. In the shot where Darth Maul leans and spine ins thee air, 
he actually flew into a blue landing pad, so we hed to lose 
his legs at the irngact point, which meant we switched over 
to 06 legs while he was iin emidadr until be landed.” 

Then there's hae short inwhich Obi-Wan falls inbo the 
chasm—enctepl Were was no chasm to fall into on the actual 
set “When they shot that. there was 2 ting mound with bhue 
cloth hanging urabermneath,” Squires says. “So Ewan was 
hanging off thas little set piece that wasnt deep enough for 
his whale body te hang greqched out, so the rest of his body 
was In a weird pawn, which meant we had to straighten 
him aut digitally. Everything beyard Ewan was all painted ca 
computer generated, including that bright light inside the 


core that he's hanging right next to, That meant that the 








interactiee lighting that would be coming trom that begiit iF it 
wd neal was nat happening in the live-action shot, oo wer 


had to animate the highlights on the edge af Eewan's body to 














I 
— L match the nk we added in the OG chasm, Although (here 
i ns 
wore a number of scones where we bad! to go in and basi 
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cally animate a highlight on the acter to match be the 
real set onvlranmarnt, this Was ome of (he bricker 






SquUeroeG 
Digital Do-Ove 
There were further complications once sheaat 
ig was Geer “Most of the sets we worked 
an—the Queen's palace and courtyard, 
the hangar sequence, the hallways, the 


a “1 \ generator noom—weere built with jis 
a i 7 A, a fttle bit of headroom hip abe, 


Ly 


which meant not only following the blueprints but matching what 
they actually built.” says Squires. “In some cases, There were consid: 
erable deviations from the designs or ewen the blueprints veri 
what entied up onthe screen. The Jedi battle sequence was proba- 
bly one of the loastedesigned environments ahead of tinme—and 
oiginally, when we wore planning the sequence with [an directors] 
Doug Chiang and David Nokabayashi—we wanted a muuch more 
elaborate, partidke-aype af system inside thase huge glass tubes 
blowing aut the lens, But after they shot that scene 

with some super-bright interactive lights, and al 
after we'd actually finished (hat sequence, # - 
George took 4 look al i ad a whole and f 
said, “Well, the light sprayed too much, f 
Because of that change in look and 
style, we ended up redoing all ihe 
wide and medium shots and remay- 
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ing those lights from the live action to make it match into the new 
design. We actually did a rurmiser of those scenes tee and three 
thmes, often rotoscoping (animating ayer live-action) the actors out 
ofthe walkway when it wain'L working, But if you look at the close 
up shots, there's still e lot of light contamination going an." 

Ad least thase amazing shots of the three actors fighting each 
ther were all done in carers, right? 

Wing my. 

According to Squires, “They were each shot inde 

ty re pendently, and we combined them Also, in order 


~ Lely Linpsinted concept modets of Tate’ beidings 
oo hiehes inclucing the pouny gored aid Gene 
erabor cone mn, Paght: Stunt Coondinator Mack 
1 Gélard and Quan bictGreqae maak to She torre 
inthe moving pe on Flight Shed 1 Shape at 
1 Ligeyanadien "phustice. 
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Lett Center: Darts Maul boas beck iend 


off the control big foboued closely by 1 


Obi-Wan Kerroba aed Qhui-Goen Siren. 2s heey 4 
oSninid Cen fight the Thad Poa 

Gerraso Pee on B Sage at Liiden 

Studeos. Lewwetr heft: Stent Comdinabar Neck 
Gilad. Lian Meceon. aed Asoivtant Shunt 
Condinee Adin Poides rlinarie a fight angus = 
whike at Léon Studios 


to make the fight more dynamic, we maved the actors tighter 
together ta make their connections mare obvious, lioo when Darth 
Maul kicks Obi-Wan a couphe of times in the face. Well, they didn't 
actually connect, and that was evident in the shot, so ae hed to 
split Ewan out from his set, push him ower, and do some paintwark 
shadowing an his face te create the impact of the foot, A hamelful of 
shots wens dang with stunt doubhes, so we had te do fare repllane- 
ments. There are alsa a runner of cases where they had tramp 








= a 


i>, In the 


i E& PY stunt shots, 
io; the actors 
= ; = 
tae eae | I just had the 
a be ee ele 
ee =) a I 
Vo eee am | handles 


or Little 





a 


| lines or springboard: of wines, so 
re 
i AP those all hed to be removed after the 


a FO fact as well’ 


7’ Painting with Light 
ra Ironically, the lightsabers, including Garth 
ail Maul’s keen double-bladed weapon, meray 
wrought mon hawec on the digttal backgreuredts 
than they did on the characters. “There wore painted alu 
minum tubes sticking out of the lightsabers, and we'd use those a5. 
guides te rotescope the entire motion-hurred action, just like on 
the originals, 10 qnwe a litte bit of Micker and same slight shimmer 
tothe edges, ane the glaw.” Squires says. “However, we ran inta 
preblems with alimaniin tubes ace thee achers qa inte their 
lightsaber hatthes toward (he ed of the production. The quys, 
especially Ewan and May, would end up hitting their weapons so 
fortelully That the alumium tubes would bend! That meant that 
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part of the actual prop was sticking Gut beyond the lightsaber acrobatic, which made the challenpes for Squires’ lear so 


beam and possibly even covering some of the set, oo we had te immense especially when it came bo creating backgrounds that 
paint the bent parts out; athenvite we'd end up either with a bent didn't upstage the drama. “We hae to make the environment real 
lightsaber—which would look o lithe bit cdid—or weed have a enough that tt wouldn't draw your attention ayvay frou cheat” 


straight, glowing lightsaber with his litth: metal thing sticking aut Squires says. We were concermed because of ihe OG Moor, so we 
of its side, which we didn’t think would look qood. Also, inthe stuet had te add reflections of the actors. Then we'd break up the relbec- 


shots, ther actors just had the lightsaber handles or litte stubs, tion pattern so it wasn't just a smooth redlection—it actually lad 
which meant we'd have to guesstimate where the ~==-= scuff marks just like the real sets." 
beans were and what thelr length was. - Ty, : 

- i, Gu-Geon Jinn and Gerth Maul fight down the The 


Samedtioes we had to kick shots back to the 

Rote department ard say, Well, it's bogk- é 

frie a lige de: bepenig these... ."" i 
The result was one ef the best i 

StOn sequences in any Seer Wis 

film, precisely betaude PL was So 





Power Genenbor energy beam hallway, i 2 dei 
‘ of dency rage goon ond off ewery mimube oF oo. 
1 Ather Cewth Mal has bbe QuirGan Ain, the 
‘ Chars ered certtirgsen hy Fisght muh Ghee your 
Jedi Obi-Wan Kenobi at the edi of the 
erengy beam halheay on Fight Shed b 
1 | Stage at Lewsesten Stucke 
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Bamon Fight: in the hangar nom, Sti 
Caoniator Mack Gillard fp Euan 1‘ 
MoGregor run through a droid fight sequence, 
wuhwle First Ascetant Disechor [end Livi) Mack 
Hieckestall- Saran kooks on % 


Aftermath ~ 

The painstaking diligence of Squires’ team set a mew 

standard of excellence, creating a lightsaber duel amid a synthetic 
environment that was mone than just pixel deep, forever expanding 


a 


the ability of cinema to take the audience to undneanmed-of realms. 
fronically, it was a bit off the beaten path for Squires, who normally 
supervises animated characters like those in The Mick and 
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attention 


Gregonireart. “lt was.a little bit cif 
ferent fram some af the past things 
we dome,” Squires admits, “but! like 
to think of myself as being able to 
e a handle any of those types of robes.” 
* Certainly his work in Episode | 
proves that Sot squincs can handle anything ihe 
imagination of George Lucas can thee at hier, bt 
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you mised the 1 3-part radio series, you hansen t benaind che 
whole tory,” Brian Daley wrote in his Introd licthon to tie 
Stor Fron Wott! Moule Radic: CMe Ponehicin Scr pit. 
Indeed he was rghit, bor thee fwd hours comericaing the 
original Stor Hors filen were only a fraction of the potal tale, 
Nobody could haw predicted the Gvenatelimmeng PSpeHse To 
Stor Mavs in 1977. The fin soon drew & barrage of spe-oll products: 
novels, comics. magazines, racing cards, and 4 radio drama based on 
the film for MEAL 
Radio dramas once had been extremely popular, Gragner 
Supennon, The Lone Aenger, Guremoke The Green Hornet, and many 


Derecter John Madden (lef) eth Pred ve Tan Vea ge 


eS eee 





| REVISITING THE SraR WArs Radio. DRAMAS 


“A long time ago, in a galaxy far, far away, there came a time of 
revolution, when Rebels united to challenge a tyrannical Empire. ...” 


—Opening narration, Star Wars radio dramas 


other television shows of the 19505 and 19606 had their roots In 
radio, as did many soap operas. Thus, when Lucasfilm acapied Srar 
Wart to radio—a film that owed much to 19905 seals such as 
Flesh Gordan and Buck Rogers—it was @ natural fit. 

Lucasfilm chose Bian Daley to sonpt the Stor Ford radio drama, 
His The Deanery: of Coramonde (1977) and its 1979 sequel The Steve 
Followers of Coramande were already science-fiction hits. Daley vad 
io stranger to Stor Hors, having written a tilogy of novels about Han 
Solo for Del Rey Books fram 1979 to 1980. Daley would go on be pen 
a Star Mors audio-tale for Quena Vista Records entitled Babel Mission 
fo Ore Manne, as eed as the story to Dark Horse Comics’ Groids one- 
shat The Protace! Offensive, which was soripted by Anthony Daniel 
and Ryder Windhaen after Daley's death in 1555. 

Retorded in Los Angeles in 1980, the Star Mors radia drama was a 
huge success, dive im part to the added depth of Daley's additions. In 
Daley's hands, a five-second shot on film blossoned into a wital 15- 
Minuile sequence: some chapiher consisted of entirely mew material. 
"In expanding George Lucas’ creation to 13 half-hour epesodes,” he 
wrote, we who worked of The praj}ec gat to newive ‘haat soar 
from the screenplay and explore quirky comers of the stary; In same 
ways, the dramatization was akin io Tam Spappards play Rosencrantz 
ond Guildenstern Are Dead, which shows what was happening alia 
where during Shakespeare's Homer” 

Those who tuned in learned of Lea's life on Alderaan and how she 
became custodian to the Death Star plans; they aio learned of the 
droids’ activities on the Tontve IV, Luke's athventures with Biggs and 
others on Tatooine, Han Solo's encounter with an enforcer fer Jabba 
the Hutt named Big Bunji, Leia’s wolent interrogation at the hares of 
Oarh Vader, and much more. As Daley explained, There are sore 
27 minutes or so-0f dialogue im the course of the anme-hour-and-ftty- 
minute move: we had a running time of more than six hours." 

The series was special to George Lucas. To mabe Stor iors ava 
able to children unable to afford movie tickets, Lucas sold the radia 
serial to KUSC-FA ja publc-racic affiliate at the University of 
Southam Calificenia, his alma mater) forone dollar, HPA was ecstatic, 
and word of the dramatization spread fast. When it spread to those 
on the satof The Eni Strikes Bock, Harrison Ford wes quoted in 
Alan Arioki's Gace Loon a Galaxy: A Jounal of ite Moding of The 





Enoaire Strikes Back.as saying that “until seenething like this happens, 
you don't realize how posessne you've become abaut ihe character 
young: playing” 

Mark Hamill agreed, Inficeming producer Gary Kime that he warted 
to be invghned. MPR was happy to have Harri aboard and was doubly 
Penared whan 4unthony Daniels siged dn Also cast were Perry Kiev ad 
Han Solo, Ann Sachsas Princess beta, Brock Peers ai Darth Vader, 
Berman Behrens as O6-VWan Kenobi, Keane Curte ad Grand Molt 
Tardn, ard Sep ier Elligtt as Prestor Organa (Leia: Rather, now known 
a5 Bail Organa). Ken Hiller narrated the series, although Daley had 
hoped for Oren Welles. Some of the more recognizable names 
Geknged Ta the supporting cast: Adam Arkin of Morten Exmasure; 
Meshach Taylor of Cesigning Mromen; in diving Colors David Alan Grier, 
and charscter actors Jerry hedin, known to 4-Fites fans as Deep 
Throat, and David Payer whoswon an Oscar nod as Bill Crystal's 
brother im Jar. Sotureioy Might. 

Star Mars was the highest-rated drama in WPA Ss history. More 
than 720,000 listeners tuned ineand over 50.000 phone calls and 
letters poured in from listeners. NPA logged 240 percent audhence 
increase that year, with owerall growth of drama listenership rising 
135 percent: HPA exsecuthvas attributed this growth entirely ta 
Star Wars. Thus, tt was mg siaprise wher Daley was asked ta adapt 
The Enspine Sines Rack, 

Once again, Lucas sold the radio rights for a dollarand she aciors tare 
dhed to Airey York Oty to record. Nearly the emiire cast of the first dranmart 
Titan reed, joined by award-winning acter Joh Lithgow as Texda 
and The Last Tempretion of Chrsrs Alan Recenter as Boba Rem, with ly 
Dee Wiliams reprising his Lardho Calrissian role from the film, The tiene, 
Lp parting players included lay Sanden, Agnes of God author John 
Pielmeie, Everrisad) Lovet Rayrniond director lerry Zaks, and even Daley 
hinsell 24 Plan's stonmtrooper quand on Cloud City. 

The tGhepisede foipine radia drams debuted on Valentine's Gay of 
1983. Talks quickly begsn about adapting Aetum of tre Jedi, but the pro- 
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ject fell apart due to MPR funding outs. would take more than a decade 
Incarnate the trilogy. In 195, Highiiidge Audio answered fans 
requests Ey reuniting the cast with director John adden, producer Tom 
Voegel ard casting coordinator Mary Lylah “Mel” abr, the trio behind 
the first bed series. Ballantine Books eweebéned the deal by making all 
three scot: avadable in paperback and including material cut fram the 
final recordings. Sadly, aRer completing mast af the script for Renan af 
the Jedi: Tae Radio Grama, Brian Dalkey fell il with cancer, necessitating 
help fram Stor Fors novelist John Wiiitman in polishing the final prediser, 

Anthony Daniels retuned ance more far the six-part Jed! adapta- 
tion, but with neither Mark Hamill mor Billy ee Willams available, 
newoomer Josh Fardon and future elfen star Arye Grass assumed their 
roles. Also along for the idee Ed Asner in acasting coup as Jabba the 
Hutt, Ed @egley Ir. taking on Boba Fett, David Birney as Anakin 
Shy walker, Samantha Bennett as Arica (aka. Mara Jacke fromm ihe 
Star Wars nowets|, and Dinvid Dukes as Bi Fortuna, Other 'ber players 
Included Lisa-Simpaorncinethe-making Yeardlay Smith as EV-909, and 
Ron Wiest (2rd Rack Fram the Sanh ina suppening capacity. 

Though sherter than the previous two instalments, Return af te 
Jedi: The Rane Dram wars 2 great success, When all three shows were 
released on CD. actors from the fies! tea suddenty began receiving 
Poyolites again after many years, Ta the soreyy of all evclred, howe 
ever, The mmuch-kved Brian Daley hed only hours after recording am 


Jed coneclided, The cast had recorded qandbye metsages, which were | 


com piled to be sent ho Mink af the hospital. 


Briar Daley below author of the Han Solo novels, | 


mrcte all three of the Star Peas Radio Oramas 





























Recently, insider spoke with eight members of the radio drama 
casts, Fead on as they recall their days in the studi, their apprecia- 
| tion for both Daley and Madden, and a few anecdotes along the way. 


IE LIGHT SIDE 
ANN SACHS: A PRTSCESS PYAR OME NASTE 
Ann Sachs played Princess Lela in all three sors, but these days she 
designs theaters instead of acting in them, As president and CEO of 
Sachs Morgan Studio, she and husband Roger organ (a Tomy 

| Avardsaenning theater dasignar) have redesigned Now York City's 
Foard Genter forthe Panceming Aarts, thee Pantages iim Ler. Angeles, an 
other theaters throughout America, Sachs is grateful te be remem 
bered a¢ Leia alter all these years are says that playing thee robe aheay 
made Care Fisher farnus was sunprisinghy easy, 

“Dhak char jot wad oo sip,” shee Sens, “Cea rhe Sci ae hee 
facia feuds You fo a santo! prienal keve of performing, You kind of 
qo back io your chaldite set) amd you jist pretend, It's all the imagi- 
fitien, and theres ncehing else so if such a joyful deperence, It 
really takes you back 5 he prienary fear you becaire an acho,” 

Sachs got 1he role of Leia largely due to her conection bo director 
John Madden. “Llohn) hed a jubbvtantial career at the BBC” she says, 
“and | did anurmber of rade play Wil hin. Wie both rerrarked about 
the purity of the form. It's Gotalhy up to your imagination, wah eotherng 
Getting in is ways Sachs, infact names Madden as her favorite direc- 
arin any mediuen, adding. “He is completely Griliant | ret John a 
































few years before we did the first one. He was directing and teaching 
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at Yale Graduate School, and twas there asa quest artist, playing 
Arsalind invis Fou like tt He was very fathering about my work, ancl | 
was so happy when | got a calla couple of pears later. 

Her first decision was mot to fread familiar ground. “1 taloed to John 
bout & and (sald. “Listen, | think tt would be a disaster if tried to imi- | 
tate Cari¢ Fisher because fim mot a mimi,’ and he said, 1 want you to 
dowthh because youn you, and you have your voice and your talent 
and your impulses. To fired her can voloe, she pondered whist it was 
that made Lola Interesting. “What | realieed, when | saw Sear Mors on 
film, is that Carrie had a marvelous sort of blundress about her, and 
that’s what |tried to focus on with my reading—she was no-nonsense 
blunt and mot-aasily wooed by Han. Garen the storyline that mar- 
‘velous Brian Daley had written for ail of them, | |ust had to play tt 

Stal, when Mladen invtbed hor back for Bere of the feel, char was 
shepaical about the wisdom of accepting the job, “I said, Ich, you've 
got to be kidding... havent done this for 15 years! I dont balong i 
the urdans, | have a diferent carea—| think you want my daughter" 
And he-said, “Arm, in's fadio—itdoasn't matter how oki you are, It 
Goesn't matter what you kok like, i's the purity of voice. 

Ag a performer whe studied hard to haan her cram Sachs says she 
had ahvays been able te use her voloe, This, she feek, helped her 
step back into the role of Leia as if ile time had passed, “All these 
years later when wedid the fieal epicde of the series, there | was, 
nearly 50 and able to sound as fl was in my early 20s. It was very 
grating?” 

A particular thrill for Sachs was working oppodte Perry King, with 
whom she spent the majority of her acting time “Perry if a dream,” 
ays Sachs. Td newer worked with him before, and we were delighted 
that we did all three of the teqment together. It was mothing but fun. 
We would try stuff together dnd then we'd get ideas and say, Oh, oh, 
oh, John, can eee try this We were ahevaps building on each others 
energy. twas so much Fur | auld wark with him again in 4 second in 
a radia capacity” 


PEERY RUNG: GUL SLO 

Veberan actor Remy King, best kmawn for his TY work on Aipdice, 
MMefrose Place. and Titans, books back on his radio days with great 
fondness. What fans might not know is that he read for the film rale 
of Han before playing him an racic. t audisioned with Charles Martin 
Smith [of <imerican Gravtit! fama, and mowa director], who also wasn't 
in the film,” King recalls. 

King insists he wasn't upset when Harrison Ford got the role. “Vou 
fose parts all the time. Everybody dors, even Mf you're Harrison, so you 
never let thatwony you, Eversong gets thelr piece ofthe action. Mee 
had plengy of wore In my lite, soit was newer anything | minced a bir” 
ih fact, he has nothing but praise for Fond: “| couldn'r begin to com- 
pete with him Fean'timagine anyone doing better than him, But | 
wach qjratetul that, for whatever reason, he wart in the radia Shera, a 
1geta chance to do if atber all.” 

Tyrenty-lite years later ame meseory that particularly resonates 
if Meee Ceeonge Ciicag. “Tt wast disreng the initial [ravie) auidi- 
terii—and this was betore he mace the fiest film, 2o nobody 
knew anything aboue tl renkember specifically he saad fe wad 
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Miakeng & movie for children, for kids. He sald, ‘Kids of any age, it 
could be of years old, but it's going to be a kids movie,’ | remenm- 
ber being really fascinated by the idea: a kids" rewvie for kiels of 
any age, IP you were still thinking like a kid when you were 30 
year oid, you were going to like Stor Mars. And he told me that 
before he ever shot a foot of film." 

Like Sachs, King purposely tind net te emulate his screen counber- 
part. “Hanison was so good In thee par,” he says. “knew that | couldn't 
begin to compete with him, and Loemainty didnt want to.da.6 second- 
rate imitation of him, So figured the best thing wes just to do my wer- 





Sang. [knew a number of the osher actors who were involved: Pery 
King and | were acquainted, and Ed Asner ared | had worked together 
several times through La. Theater Works,” 

Though a newcomer, Gross never fel ueweloomein the studio, “It 
was very much like, Welcome to the farnily,” Ander Daniels was 
bemendoushy warm and gracious, and eanraandinacily helpful since he 
knows the stories and the scenes and the motives so well” He adds, 
“You really had this sense that they appreciated your pitching Init 
wees Quite ribo, anid | Pied great Rife” 

Like Sachs and King, Gress tried te find his own voice for Lando 


sion of it and let that stand. ...dothe bess jal | could do at my take on rather than mimicking what had already been dame However, he a 
Han Soto, as if fd never seen his perornance.” acknowledges infusing hes portrayal wath “the kind of strength and o Hy 
King says the ackors were instructed simply toda the best they could swagger he remembered Williame bringing to his performance, “7 oi 
within that framework and to enjey doing if. “That's what fl remember don't think | aven had time to watch Billy's performance as Laredo.” j } j 
ar 7) = = r 4 ‘a 7 Gq 
You're in a studio, you're standing in front of a mike... f 


and you have to create the world with your voice,” —Arye Gross 


aout all three of Thevi—it was the most fun you could possibly imag: 
Ire. Acting isnt abv Bun be dio, for lots of reasons. It can be difficuk, 
Frustrating, demanding. and tt can also be filked with a lot of pressure. In 
this. cake, i all three of those shows, it wae just sheer joy to do then,” 

Wher fect was green-lighbed years eter, King marveled at the 
charoe ta se¢ all his old friends once more. Ht was like Rip Van 
Winkie.” he Waughs. “We were all the same people, but we all looked 
as if... well, John Madden and funn Sachs, all of us, we all looked lie 
we'd had 4 terrible weekend!” 

Whet he remembers most about the third installevent, though, is 
saying goodbye to Brian Caley, with whan hed been quire cose 
“More than anydody. | cama away with a lasting friendship with hin, 
and | was so saddened by Als death, but at the sametime | was thrilled 
that he new we were doing it right aa he was going. Lite September 
17, there's ahways som good quialiny io seething bad, and it was a 
beautiful thing that arian knew we were thinking of him and talking to 
him at the very end of his life, | know it helped Kien with his leaving. Me 
W25 aT peace, Much moe so than he would have been” 


AYE CROMS OLD SMOOTHIE 

Widely necegnized far his werk in such 1380s teen films as lust Gne of 
fhe Guys and fou Man, as well 66 TV'S Ben aod the films Gore in Shety 
Seconds and Minty Report, Gross was chosen to take over as Landa 
Calrisslan far the Returns af thet Jeol radio show, “Usually.” the actor 
caplains with tare ue firmly planted in cheek, “when Billy Gow is 
unavailable hor something, fim the first person peoole think of, 50 i 
was SU0K a natural (hing that Pd do it Vite look so much alike! 

In AeoTaeRY, Gree’ got the job through his extensive history eth 
LA. Theater Works, a group that records stage-play neadings for hee 
Ageo, (ni fron of audience. “When Billy Gee's life was a lithe comic 
cated,” he peécally, “somebody involved called and said, ‘Ane you avail- 
able and would you de this?” Having already done a variety of 
Characters for HPA, Gross jumped at the chance. 

Thauigh stepping into Wiliams’ shoes had beon unsapected, he 
fourd therm surprisingly comfortable, “For me," says Gros. “It wart 


Saye Geos, TV just had to imagine what he felt like I'd seen them when 
the monies Mad come out—it must have been 14 or 15 years before— 
ard | didn't really want to look at them because | didn’t want to try to 
duplicate what he was doing.” 

These days, Gross is hard at work producing Literary Staeyes Led 
Angeles with partners Cedering Fox, Gon Boughton, Stages Theatre 
Center, and Marvista Entertainment. Held regularity at LAs Cafe Des 
Arlistes, the program features “an evening of gastronomic delights 
and delectable literary readings offered by authors and actors of 
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note” Hundreds of actors have dane readings for the 
production, inchudeng James Cranwell, Nichelle Michols, Brendan 
| Frader, Andrew MoCamby. Mine Driver, and others. 

Greds cons his Star Frere work as some of the most rewarding 
he's done Despite 2 long career in fim and TY, he enjoys radio and 
Mage work the most. His spproach 0G each medium wales greatly. 
“Sometimes you wrk wilh os." he explains, “pometines you work 
' with watercolors, and you werk ina dilfereng way, With radio, i 
requires greaber visualization. You're ina studhy, you're standing in 
| frant ofa mike, lhe pipes are sitting there in front of you, and you 
have to create the world with your voice,” 


POSHUA PARDON YOUNG [ED ENTGHT 

Also new bo Aeturn af the Jed! wars your sage actor Joshua Fardon. 

| Among his peior credits: Sybille Pearsorr's Grvinished Snares. ini which 
he acted opposte The Eure Adverivre actress Ficnmula Flanagan: and 
The fellow fied, Cavvid P. Saar's tale of his eight-yearold san Benjamin, 
ahemophilisc whe contracted HIV tron blend tansfuslons. Fardan 
has cone some screen work in recent years, including Canspracy 
Theory, Valcom, The bes! Wing, ariel Sear Kid, ac sell ap thee Star Trek: 
VWorager video game Elite Force. 

Like Gross, Fardon fel very velo on The $0, Cfapibe assuming 

the role of Lue froen Mlk Hall, “1 felt so pehaieged justto be there,” 

) he remembers, “and [wad so amazed by the whale experience Perry 

King and Ann Sachs were really nice—l mean, they were the nicest 

peodlé in the world—dio | reves felt like an outskder, find Anthony 

Daniels—it stil freaks me dist that | wed with him. 


Jabba 
thie Hurt 
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Fardon’s reaction ta Danie, in fact, took on ac element of hero 
warship, the actor recalls with a laugh, “| gor there that morning and 
wes introduced to him. and they had ene put cn cams and hhead- 
phones, and he was standing in another booth. We started dalng 
this scene together, and | thought, Oh my gash, this tk such a freak 
gut far met Lasked him tego te luch with me, and he did burl 
never gatover it—l was Gke, “Bul you're... you're... Thiregpet® So it 
was really cool” 

Aso child and sel-desoribed Star iar fan, Faedon repeatedly 
watched the first film in his homesown of Kncocille, Tennessee—he 
even stood im fine far three hours on the day it opened “When | west 
in for the audition,” 2ay3 Farndon, Joh Madden asked me if | was famil- 
jar with the movies, and | avas like, Seah, Me ser them ling 12 times! 
Hamill had so defined the pole ef Luke Skywalker, he says, that it vas 
"realhy weird” to be qiven so loonie a character ta portray. 

He had mot, however, heard phe first Tang pedtio shows“) was arane 
of them,” he clarifies, “burt had not listened to them. Idid as soon as | 
found out | get the job, though,” Rearing Hamill’s performance was a 
bit intimidating. “l was sent the other programs in the mall, and | 
thought, Woes, he's really, really qed at this 

What's move, Fardon had never done radio betore, except fora 
small appearance on 4 BRC broadcast of Asie Cagsor, “So, the actor 
says. “when | gon there for the first day of work, [didn’t krow what to 
do.) had this picture of everyone sitting around with cups of cofce, 
and you'd just vt there and talk ivbo.a micraphone. tt was very differ- 
ent from that—it was emtremely dilferent from that actually, and i 
makes me kind of sad shat race drama i¢ mo hongeras big as it once 
was. One you get the hang af it—ard this was, for ime, an intensive 
crash course of 4 week—il's aren.” 

While other actord in the ast aveided mimicking thelr onscreen 
counterparts, Fandon's portrayal of Luke was sinnilar to Hamel s— 
something not even Farden expected. "Whag they did with my voice, 
when I heard it played back, i gut a lot of treble in it, Thay brought 
out as much youth &3 there was im if, So | feel like, yes, | somewhat 
sounded Eke lark hlamill if some regarcs, HUT at the same time 
there wes newer any pressure om me like, “Oh, mo, mo, that's not how 
Mark would sound." Instead, he says, Giractar John hladden would 
often ask, Josh, how ane you geen to be Lube?” Tints, hie was Somer 
what surprised to find Gut later that his vole had bean altered. 

Stil, ike his cesirnabes, Farndon was exqremely impressed with 
Madden, whe helped hin turn Inthe best pertormance he could. “1 
was so hagpy foe that John has Gone on to be suena success, 
because |was extremely impressed with how wall hedid. He quickly, 
and under the que lime-wise, accomplished an enormous amount in 
averomall amount of tire ane of extremely nigh quality” Madden, 
of course, has since eaened farieas the director of Ades Frown, 
Shakespeare fa Love, and Captain Coreirs Mondaba, 

Fardan again woked Luke for Disney's book-and-record adapta: 
tions of the classic trilogy. “Ferry and Brock did the woloes for those as 
well,” Pardon says, “and ale Anghony, | just gat a phone call saying, 
Would yi be inperevied in doling thist | sald, “Of course,” The experi 
ence of recording the tapes, however, warn wery different, 2s the actors 
did net get to work bagerber, “We would jisst cone in.and do our lines 
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and there was no Givand-take, acting-wise. You just plug ina line. 
The way those records are set up, it's lice, The narrator, the marmatar, 
the narrator, ome line, the narraioce, the narrator, so there was no need 
for us to be together for that anyway" 


THE DARK SIDE 

PAUL WECHE MASTER CH EVT 

Pardon spemt much of hes time acting alongside atl Hecha, who 
Played the Emperor in all three dramatizations and is masn recognized 
for his poles on Rite & Alle, As the Poevid Tong, and Aly Charen. 
Farden describes the middiccaged thespian ith admiration “He wars 
great! He has such an amazing voice! He was just this quy ina sweater, 
and all of a sudden we were doling the thing where Palpatine is firing 


“| blew myself up in bullfrog fashion each time | spoke.” —Edward Asner [ae 


These balts af lightning, and fteraly, | was on the ground, screaming, 
while John Macden wes mime-hrowing bolts of lightning at me. find 
every lime be did it. would soream louder, while Paul Hecht was 
doing his routine. You'd be surprised haw physical a bot of it was.and 
how much ve really had to act all of this stuff oul" 

Hecht's memories of his Star Wis radio days are sketchy, having 
faded aver time. “T can't remember that far back,” he laments, able 
only to recall the third installment. “was reminded of it when my 
agent called and sald, ‘Paul. do you remeber when pou did a 
walor for Stor Mars for madi? fund as aoe dees as an actor, | zoomed 
back toa kind of ancient, dusty, black-cunained booth where | said 
a ling of two fora fraction of what | normally work for because it 
wank MPA Sol said, "Yeah, | think so And he said, Wel, theyre 
doing another one, and they wart you to de it” Ared | said, “Great. 
Vil go back to one of these dusty comers of the weeld where we 
Speak inte microphones!" 

Thenigh: he has never ene: lan MeDia nna, Recht day he feels “ery 
chose” to hat alber thrice playing the character MeDisemid refined 
encneen hallawing Cive fevills depiction in Empire. “He's a wonder: 
ful, wwerderful acter,” Hecht saya. 9] wouldn't say | imitated [him], but 
certainty | wad senoushy influenced, in the way that, sey, a jazz musi- 
Cian could be influenced by somebody else's performance onthe 
sare inetirument.” 

Hecht says he “loved playing the Emperor and is heartened 
that Palpatine’s involvement in the prequels could some day 
reopen ald doors for him. “hty kis told mo about that,” he says, 
“and my heast started to beat because | thought, Gooch, they could 
call me Gack—wouldn't that be nice!” He counts himself “a big 
Stor Wars fan,” as are his ning: and 11<yeareald sons, who listen te 
the radia dramas oftenon CO and are proud of thelr actor-father, 
*Certain jobs one lusts after because one knenvs one's position iin 
one’s kids eves bh paing to zoom up, and that was certainly ane of 
them fori” 

Hecht's most recent work, In Showine's Last Cal, starring Jeremy 
Irons, Mews Campbell amd Sissy Space’, chronicles ihe lite of F, Seett 
Fitegerald, based on the menioin of his seachetary, Frances Kroll He 
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Plays Kroll’s father, Hach? can alec be heard in a varety of productions 

forthe Recended Books websine, 
Facig, Thea h, nernalnd Fis first lone, Tim ome of thoes actors” he 

Sits, “wehuo just lowes facta, in fact, | aarted im radia” As a stat 

announce at the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation, he prides him- 

fet at having Geen “slightly senior bo Peter hennings in those days. 

Hecht pericened dozens of shores for the legendary Hi Grove, tho j 

directed many radio programs in the 1950s. and 1540s and is still 

working for MPA today. “He wants me todo Woodrow Witson for him, 

aed | ale do Selected Shorts for MPR, a series in awhich actors mad so 

es toa rapt audience” {} 
Though his Ster kas memories may be spotty, Hecht does recall i! 

enjoying it vere much. “itwas just one of those hovely experiences : 


where... well usually if something goes wrong isa good story, but 
nothing went wrong here, was one of these hamionigus limes with 
awondertul director, ina studio with terre people | remember ttas 
one of these heavenly experiences that occur mot often in a freelance 
actor's life.” 





































AAW AR ASSEBS THE SMIGHTY TARBA 

When BPA was given the go-ahead bo pstoed Betunn ofthe deal: The 
Radio Drane, fans were aburs with excitement, but fewoaspencts of the 
BGUOON mae as much bust 8 the casting of television icon Ed 
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Aone, whose amazing acting abilities allowed him to do Jabba's wolce 
without thee reed for eectomic enhancements, So masaimenined wens 
his castmates that whenever he worked the studin would be jam: 
packed with people ardous towatch him petoomm—ehether they 
were wWwarkirey Chat day or roe. 

One weld be hard-pressed mat to recognize Asmar, who has 
racked up hundreds of film and television appearances throughout 


S his career. (rimortalined try The Mory Tyler Moare Strom’ and hig own 


Spindel! Series, Lou Grant, Asner has become one of Arierica’s (eist 


| respected actors. As such, ihe ides of his vaicing a giant slag In 


Space is prone War a Stele arising, 

Ader looks back on the role wilh a geod deal of hurr, chaining 
was “his beauty” thet first atbracted Fim to the pale of Jabba, When 
eebked to elaborate on Ann Sachs comment that he physically acted 
hike Jabba hile reading limes, Asner explains that | blew mye up 
in bullfrog fashion each time | spake,” adding, “man, you can really 
get stretch marks.” With inegard to how he approeched the role, he 
answers with a straight face, 7 wanted to emulate the movie-Jabba 
as closely as possible, so | gained 5,000 pounds. Didn't do much for 
my love life, though." 

Taking himself mare seriously, Asner remarks that the aimoes- 
Phere on the recording set was excellent and that everyone tnested 
him “like an artist.” Tongue-in-cheek, he adds, “John and Brian are 
recut ine ey wai 


Tope furthcmay Ceres [C-P), Ceermevd Dehaece. [ler Fora |i, Remy King Uh tan. 
SeokoL aed Wuerk Heerell (Lider Stopes, Eeottoata Barat © mononiiMoh), Keene 
(oerhes (Geared WT Eten el ince Peepers [oth Ves | 
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Uke Hechtand others in the cast, Asner has a radia backgroured 
and gneaghy enjoys that medium, T lowe radio.” he says, having done a 
good dealof it in high school “It’s totally distinct fram all other forms 
of media. | wish there was much mone of it to do" He also counts 
himeetia Stor Hors fan and says that were MRA bo record radio 
dramatizations of the prequel trilogy, he would “leap at the chance to 
devyoureg Jabba,” 

Doing justice te Stor Mars in a medium that precludes wsuals or 
elactronéc aids, be admits, was mot casy. To that end, he “kept try- 
ing ta achieve if.all with mp sweet voloe, which ain't nothing 
where electronic etfects ane handy" 45 he books back on hes Star 
Wars radio days, he tales with him thee things: “A strained voice, 
afreshization that anyone could have done it, and great pleasure at 
having been choden.” 


AND ON THE SIDELINES 

DAVID ALAN GHIER, TARTAG: THE GALAXY BY STORM 
David Alan Grier needs no inreduction to anyone who watched tale- 
vision or movies inthe 1500s, A hilarious comedian, he cracked up 
sudiences in Amndzan Maren an ioe Meas, Pen cea Ger Yo Suck, 
Jurnanyt. ans in Living Coen, ard mare recently as the star of G46 and 
hast of Comedy Central's Prema Blend, Te Star Mars fins, Grier will 
forever be immortalized 24 Sioenibrces peer a, 

Grier’s brief radia days are seill a source of pride hor hive “As an 
actor,” he says, “rarely ever gee to pertain for radio, The whole 
process was archaic, but it wad really fun te de. And | knew ther that it 
would be the ony time | was going to be ale ta dea radio drarna 
berause people just don'tdo them anymore. They do play readings, 
but this wes oldbstyle. it was state-of the-art—they even had sound 
effects. They were doing a complete production.” 

‘Grier’s casting in the first bea installments if mot surprising, a3 diree- 
for John Madden was his directing teacher at the yale School of 
Orama. “1 had come out to Los dungeles for the summer,” the actor 
recalls, “and John told me—he was.a really great teacher, and he 
taught us Shakespears—he was doing a radio wersion of Star bars 
and sald, ‘Ghee me your number=you can do eatra work, small parts, 
whatewer.” Of course, Grier—sbil just.a student—jumped at the 
chance. “Ht was like $700.0 day, and |imay have worked three or four 
days, and that financed my entire summer My work-study at Yale was 
the, $25 a week, $0 this was bru-g-el 

Grier describes the experience of recording lines af a studia on 
Rovary Boulevard as being “so much fun,” adding with a chuckle, 7 
flayed Stormtrooper 62, and they would take filbers and all these weird 
sound effects and rustle my voice. amd Fd say lines like fin a dees tone] 
Src) Who qos thee? Im the name of the— | don't invow, what was it 
called? The Federation? The Empire Tn the mama of the Enipire!™ 

When the qirst teeard APRS plans for the radke shows, Grier 
adimats the idea made mo sense to him, “| thought, Why would 
they do a rade versnor of Star Wis? Who canes Bur then it 
became really, really popular,” He attribuges the shows sucess ta 
Maiden, emphasizing again how truly talented he considers the 
British directar, Grier alsa has high praise for Mark Hama, wath 
whem he developed a Trerdshig, 








“"Relark invited mecut to his house,” Grier says, “and this was the 
first time Fd ever gone to « big Hollywood house. Lhadn't even grad- 
uvtied—it was.after my second year—and for me, this was a great 
way bo make some money during the summer. So fear hed this 
weenie roast at his house, and be had this one room that was filled 
with Star ors stuff. He got every game, every paster, everything 
that was related to the movie! Hot much of a collector, Grier bughs 
atthe memory. thought, This guy's a weirdo! Why would you 
wart all that?’ But he was really cool, and we stayed in touch.” 

After graduating fram Yale, Grier mcelved a Tory nomanathon as 
Jackie Robinson in the Broadway musical The First, then returned to 
HPA to record fannie. “I'd fost.” he recalls, eeferring to the Torr rice, 
“and | remember Mark Hamill had gone out and goten one of these 
mockup newsaapers painted up that said something like, ‘Grier 
Wins Tariyt™ 


JERRY SEATON: OFFICERS AN DOG ENTLEMEN 

What do Lynden B. Johmson, Mack Twain, and Deep Throat have in 
commen! They we all been played be the same actor in sci-fi settings 
line Teil ceune, Star Thee: The Mest Geren, and The X-Files, 
fespectively), Jerry Handin, veteran character actor of nearly fifty 
years, Is one of hase actoes ou 26 eyvenehere, He's been in 
movies —Coule, fig Trove in Late Ching, and Ghosts of Missisipp}— 
and on teleyvion—on LA. Low and Mebode Foce Chances are 
youve seen him sceneahere, 

Theage whe tuned in bo MNRAS first Stor Word radia drama have heard 
hire 28 well Cast 64 an extra, Hardin portrayed a variety of “rocket-ship 
pilots and captains and officers, giving directions to rocket ships as 
Lieubenantor Captain So-and-5o." Playing them, he says, invalved 
“Barking cut commands to various and sundry underlings, addiney ta 
the confusion and the excitement of the combat.* 

Prior to Stor Mors, Hardin had done little in the way of radio acting, 
TE it wasn't the first time,” he recalls, it was awfully dose to the first” 
What drew NEA to him, he says, was the high number of scifi moles 
he'd done during his cancer, Including roles In Aled Hitchcock Paerencs, 
The Tavlight Jone, and The increditve Hui, “1 just began doing science 
fiction.” Hardin says. “The fantasy of it is delightful the mast difficult 
aapect when you get on something like StarTrek and there's all of 
thé gobbledy-gack about machinery thar makes it really teagh te 
nemamber, You know, What does this kok dat 

Hardin already knew Ann Sachs at The tine, having been a fiend of 
her hustand, “When heaved courting her | met her, and re Pye 
mneven her for years. We spend tine in each other's homes—though 
we live on ditterent ooaci—and were soll tere.” Like Sacha, manny ot 
his. inner circle of tends shared Gucinm cheaker, and a suerperisinie nun- 
ber of them are stil in the indiistryy—a fakly untival situation since the 
ahh rate in acting is Lovally substance, 

What Hardin fiir frost Curious abeout cioing the WPA radia show 
was Fave high The epecta tions for its success were. Just judging by 
The kinclsof resifial checks | gat fram it he adds, “there seeme to 
have Been a time [rane where it was played a fair amaunt, right after 
we made [t—and then nodhireg. fl said, vtell, you krrow, if had its fife, 
and its oer wah” To hid astonishment, en the senes was released 
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on/0D years later, the checks stared pouring ih once mare. There was. 
this whole mew life, anid I though, Well, san-ol-a-juin, thas's aatraced- 
nary. People ane going back to racial 

Since Sher Mars, Racdin has Gore a nunner of radio propects, 
though he ways film and television work feemnain far mare consistent. 
"We hawe an organization here than dees play seripta for radia, and 
ve donee Taso or three, They do lie perlomnances for subscration 
audiences, and we get hull housed, | alee did a Braaday show a year 
and a hal age mow, a revival of Aeviniaker. Within six or eight 
mechs ather we came down to Broddway, Wey asked us to necoed It 
for radio.” Hardin hac ao worked with fellow actoreand close fiend 
Jenn de Lance, whose popular Aifen Voces series features readings 
GQ? Te vile ian, Hriarof the Waves, aod other classics. 

Working on MPR Star Mord radio drama, Pardin developed a great 
appfedation for those who make 4 career recording radio plays, 
iomething he admits he wouldn't want to do. Aadko, be says, is “a 
whole different medium® from televiskon “Lfind it.a struggle because 
ny insbiree! bo move aroured and worry about where | am and what 
fm deing—and, of course, that doesn't work overty well wath a micro: 
phone, and the audience doesnt know what the bell you're daing 
anyway.” Stil, he hes onhy fond memoeies of, as Caley wrote in his 
introduction, “thie places and times where Lutes adwertures all began 
and George Lucas’ magic resicies” Wh 
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#8 #9 om here to make your day a lucky one," Joram sid, “Lam very proficient in the combat ams.and |knew that was there,” the 
man said. "lcould have taker in fren you ak acy time” 
“Countersign” Joram held his smile, A red dot danced araund onthe 
The head he addreised had sharp. intelligent features sunrounded by = chest and meck of the man he faced, bust the fellow couldn't seo it, Hho 


Aneatly trimmed black beard ard mustache, The man who owned it tried to some the blaster, he wauld die. 
had the door to his quamers apen oely a lew centimeters so Joram The man sighed, “You doc't need luck when you're as well-placed 
couldn't soe the mest af his bocedy, alam." 
The man said nothing. He gleiced over Joram's shoulder to the land- "Comment," loraim metuered the blaster to the holster against the base 
speeder line beyond, a city Thordughtane that was crowded with fast- cf lhis spine, 
moving speeder and dover delivery flat. “Tc 4}20 i here, T 
Joram repeated, “lin here to make your diy—" "Ane ry pamrerl 
The door slid fully oper, revealing the man to be of Joram's above: "Partner?" 
average height, He was 2s broad in the shoulder as Joram but more The one in the alley across the landspeoder lane, The ove with the 
muscular, He wore chose-fitting black garments that were completely acer rifle pointed at pour eye” 
out af style on this cobarmad, comfart-conscious world, He seized the The man glared over Joram's shoulder, “Oh, him, | was woneckering if 
collar of Joram’s ture and yankedd FOU Med. s Scand parmer: Sune, han hin cer, 
Joram couldn't help But an forward, but caught himself on the Joram cracked tvra fingers over his shoulder and beckoned. 
doojamb with ove hard. “—a lucky one,“ he concluded. Moments later, Mapper dodged traffic to crass he lancspeeder 
"Caeet [nh Pres,” lane and join them. He was a well-built man with dark hair. beard, and 
“Douunersig hn.” mustache that made his features seen brooding: he evdre the light: 
“Tin Gur Mission commander, and [say get in here instantly,” weight, flowing garments commen to this world of Tarhassan and car: 
Joram grinned. “My blaster in your gut says | stay here until hear the ried an elongated case with the words “Pebdy Plumbing Supplies" 
CORect OoUNneren” encied on the side The oaner af the welling tumed ta lead Joram 
Thee Fran iogked doar. A holdout blaster, small enough ta be and Mapper inside. 


dwarted by Joram’'s right hand, was indeed pressed Inte his stomach, The main living chamber was decorated in an even more mismatched 










































and garish fashion than the spaceport had been. The ram's geld- 
brown likkiveed paneling clashed with the overstuffed rec-ane- 
white-striped furniture that remanded Joram of cverveight tourists 
ata beach resort. Two people were already there, a man and a 
woman arrayed ugan and, in the vaienae's dase, alricge svrliwwed 
by the billowy furniture. 

“A right, we're all here.” their host said. “Let's get back to ib Gur 
objective" 

*Maybe lintroductions first?” Joram said. 

The man stood stil for several moments, saying nathing, but his fps 
moved. It took Joram a moment to realize that he was counting to ben. 
“All right, all right,” the man said. “lim Cheres Tum.” He cocked his 
head, looking at Joram as though waiting for a response. 

Joram offered his hand. “Joram Kithe. And this is my partner, 
Magper Gann,” 

Mapper gave the others a cum mod: be didn't speak. He seldom oid, 
except bo Joram, Mapper wasn't comfortable in most social situations. 
Only Joram and hig superiors knew that Mapper was a clone trooper, 
one of the thousands of warriors bred ta fight the Republic's wars, 
Mapeerhad belonged toa unit of enhanced clonos, men wath more 
personal initiative thaer mest of their cohorts, Injured in the mission 
where he'd met Jorann, hed been unable to rejoin his uns for several 
weels, oo his supervisers had assigned him to Joann as bodyguard ared 
Partner—in part so that Joram could contiiie evaluating the vines of 
clone tnoogerd. Now operaling with & new mane, Mapper wai aniseed 
to ving outiide the regimented and hamagenized sechaty af his peers. 
At least be did 4 fair job of concealing his unease, 

(Cherek ignored Joram’s hand. He gestured to the woman, “Tinian 
Hanther.” She was of bess-than-average height 4nd slender, middle- 
aged, with aristocratic features and inbelligent hazel eyes. She ware 
eMpensive jade-green garments in the local style, plud.a Durban to 
match. She offered Joram and Mapper a brief smile and 4 mod. 

Obviously wearying of the socal niceties that were keeping hrm 
from his briefing, Chene® gestured diemissively at the last person pre 
samt. “fired Oe ee een 





greenish tinge to it, and his eyes, though human in configuration, had a 
reptilian alooiness ta them. Hi features were broad, his forehead high. 
He wore local garments In blues that combasted well with he skin tane. 
He gave Jorn ard Mapper a litte smile. You ame correct, Cherek. You 
ane only the oiission commander. Mow we'll vote to see whether or not 
eM Muay pirceciesteel.” 

That's reat fines” Cherek flopped into ane of the overstuffed chairs. 
As he sank ino it, if settied with a noise like am asthmatic bantha letting 
Gul 4 long breath, “Vou tax, sit. 

Joram did. Mapper set his cifle case against a bare section of wall and 
stood there. 

Cherek shook his head a long moment, his manner that ofa parent 
who has finally despaired of hes children aver accomplishing anything in 
life, then leaned forward, making his chair whee again, Here's the sit- 
uation,” he said. “Ad you kiery, thes wort of Tarhassam hag necorthy 
declared ite for the Separatisns, a suinprise to the Republic” 

Jowam frowned. “Why dd’ the Republic Intelligence team here 
wam us about ther defection? Every work within the Republic had an 
intelligence team, even if Lhat team consisted of a palr of agents who 
Spent mast of their time waaching broadcast enrentainenents, 

“Aha? Cherek said. His expresaion suggested that his chikiren might 
nat be imedeemable after af. “The Intelligence team here disappeared 
sly days before the government announced far the Separates, Our goa 
Is ta-find him" 

"Him Tinian looked offended. “The entire beam here was just a hing 

Chenck nodded. “His name is Edbit Tesi. His parte retired a fey 
months ago, 2nd. things being sosetted and tame here, Inteligence did- 
nt get arcund to weerylng about a replacement for several weeks. wes 
during those veo that the Clone Wars began. At that point, allocation af 
FSOUNeS became problematic” 

“500.” Janam asked, "what do we know about this Teeks' 
disappearance? 

Livintinis shook his head, “Mo, no, mo, That's mot nest” 

“Hot reat Joram repeated, 

“Oe the agenda.” At Joram’: blank stam, Lvintivg condinued, “lve 
drinvn up a fernal agenda for this meeting. Here.” Ho reached behind 
his seat, causing the feminine to whet and sigh, then loaned forward to 
hand Joram 4 prinout. 

Joram glanced aver it, ft begarr 


Gathering of Operatives 
a. Cherek Tuhm 


© Break for Snacks (Optional 
od. Presentation of Preefathered information 








Joram feed on and on, The agenda, printed in small text, fied 
the page. 

“Lapologine,” Livintiue said, “for not including the name of your part 
meron the agenda. | didn’t know he'd be coming. You can be certain 
that the updated werion will include it” 

Joram cleared his throat. “| don’t mean to crticge—" 

“Don't feel at all bed about it, young man,” Livintius said. “lim always 
striving to improwe my work. Take your best shot. The warst that can 
happen is that my cect agenda velll be even better” 

“Vos. vel, | have mo objection to the agenda as such, But lot's say that 
you were nabbed by our counterparts in Plangec, Tarhassan Planetary 
Security, shorth after you printed this, They'd know the rest of cur names 
and where we were meeting, They'd be able to grab us up, poo." 

Liviritins sat back, his bec furrowed, thinking hard, Tl be... Youre 
entirely conreeck That would have been disastrous, Lers bring this up 
gain when we get bo Mew Gudea.” 

“You're, um, new bo Intelligence, aren't your 

Livintius brightened. “Which brings us right inte tem Three, Getting 
to Know You. Yes, lam. 4s are we al" 

Joram hooked at the others. “How's that again 

Tinian smiled, “Well, nat to put too fine a point on it, but our 
Intelligence careers, and the creation of this temporary unit, are all 
results of your success on Rengalan, Yes, wer know who wou ane amd 
wheal you've done, Jena.” 

What Joram had dene wad accompany a miler expecditean to the 
world of Pengalan, That campaign 60 win the worl Eek, from the 
Sepals hed Failed, and Joram hed been strariied there with a 
iquadren of clone troopers. Joram, then an accountant from the 
Ministry of Finenoe. had worked with the troopers, and their combined 
skill had allowed a number of them to get off that world alive. “So, in 
running seagy successfully, l=" 

"ha, not that” She shook her head, and her wolce took ona conde- 
scending tand. “Your success demonstrated the degree to which an 
operative from Finaren could congribute to Intelligence operations. 
Immediately alter pour nepert was evaluated, a subcommittes of the 
Republic Senate recommended thar lnteligence begin a pilot peogram 
to evaluate the suitability of experts fram other government divisions,” 

Jorarn felt his heat sink. “So not one of you wad in kipeliigence prior 
to my mission on Pergalan.” 

“That's right,” Cherek said. “Though the intencre training we've 
rece, aur perional competence, and pure inbelect more than makes. 
up for any deficits of experience.” 

“Mowe than make up,” Livintius said. “Subject-verb agreement, 
Cherck." 

“Vos, yas." 

Joram decided thar it might undemnine the graup's confidence if he 
were to ondie his head in his hands Sobbing would probably make the 
situation oven woes, ; 

“So,” he managed ta chake out, “where are you all from, originally? 

“Mirastry of Licenses and Perma,” Cherek sald. “aut Ive been traire 
ing in hanted-te-hard comibar all ey ite. we been the Ministry af 
Litenses and Permits hand-to-hand combat champion for eight eoesec- 
ube years.” 

“Ten from the Department of Health,” Tinian said, pride im her vain 
“Flora. | specialize im grains.” 

“Twe held positions in both the Ministry of Public Information and the 





Mincary of Education,” Livi 
ite int the hallowed hal 
1a intelligence wad just 
experience wath the cool 

"Your background ws 

“Wap per's an ex-trooper, 

Cherek tumed a cold look on Mapp 
threatened by the presence of sill 
ment, combat experience. Mapper ig gnaned h 

“Wall,” Cherek said. “think wa'we acee 
You, Nextt” i, 

Livintius bearned, “Iner Four, Formal Briefing. 
Surinnany,” 

Cheek book over We kao that Ediin Teeks was reported frassing 
by his lover, Zazana Renkel, a cal woman; her statement indicated 
that she daw him being grabbed off the lane is front of her quarters. A 
lithe research ibe her background reveals that she's a member of 
AianSec. Ard since the Book says that an intelligence operative should 
nak getemotionally invahved with locals, we cam presume that Tecks 
beliewed he wes working her without her knowledge when she was, in 
fact, aware of his troe role and working him. Obviously, she arranged 
far his arrest." 

foram frowned, “Ashe had him grabbed, why file a negout about hls 
dikappearnce and lave a trail back ta herself? 

“Ahal Cherek said, To establish her Innocence in the face of further 
inguary, of course, And she chyigushy faced you. But mot me, Nig— 
waheene was [7° 

“Arracvped for hee arrest,” Tinian said. “Do keep up, Cherek.” 

“Right right. 50 our task if bo grab her ard fore her to tell us where 
he. Once she's done thas we'll find it easier to reacquire him.” 

Livintius nodded sagely. Rescue mesions ae much more efficacious 
when one knows where the abject is being held” 

Joram listened with half his attention. The other haF struggled with the 
sense of doom that had descended on him, and with questions: Was it 
dimple incompetence or some sort of secret cffort bo undermine the 
Republic's Intelligance community that had bed to the establishment of 
this team? Ard what crime had he, Joram, committed to be attached to it? 


ooo 


“THe more new business?” Qherek asked, 

The others all shook their heads, even Mapper. Te trooper was 
finally in. one of the chairs. He looked a3 though he were contemplating 
the heat-entropy death of the galany. 

Joram as numb. His butt was numb from hours of sitting. His mind 
wes numb fram hours of adherence ta parliamentary procedure. 

Cherek heaved a happy sigh. “Final item, ther. Setting wpa time and 
place for our neat meeting. | recommend mooneening hare, lmerepdl- 
ately after we've grabbed Zazana Renkel" 

“When will that bei asked Livinthis, 

"We cant be sure,” Chere said. The operation to geal her is pretty 
Shingle, but there are tie-related variables." 

Livintiua’ mouth tuned dew. “These minutes, which constitute a 
Poron af dur official pect, would be better iF we could indicate a 
precise time.” 

Cherek considered. “fou're right. How about midnight, local tine, or 












































Immediately after we rebunn from. grabbing the Aenkel woman, 
whichever is later?" 

Livintius brightened again. “That'll wark” 

“Bafore we wabe om that,” Tinian said, “how about we set it for after 
we've interrageied the Renkel voman? That way, we'll have set ap the 
inclusion of hor responses into the next st of mantis.” 

"Ooh," Lkvintius salcl “Good idea.” 

“Let's make this march,” Cherck sak. “incorporating Tirears revision, 

| alin tvor? 

“Wait,” Tinian said, “no one seconded.” 

Livinnius raised his hand. “| second.” 

“Allin fawart Cherek rpeated. 

There ware five ayes 

“Wowe no adljoune,” Chenelis sald, 

“Saco,” Tira sa 

“Al in fawor? 

There were Tive ayes, 

“Before we go.” Cherek said, “everyone get into whatever you use for 
steahh-dress, Fit che Trasher, ard visit the snack table sqain” He heaved 
himself upeight, his chair sighing in nelief, and headed toward one of the 
other roomed in Wie apaetrend, Tinkan mowed off toward another roar, 
and Livintius mateialized beside the snack fable. 

foram looked af Mapper, “Rill ime.” 

“Hou Gill me first" 

"Vm senier, ane | want you te Kill me" 

“Cherek's the mission commander. Let's both kill him” 

“Alsecond, All in farcar? 

There were bao Syed, 


oo°o 


Joram decided that Tashaasan was a pretty ward by night as well as by 
day. As he and his team enuised the skyeays of the city of Mehass, he 
could see a horiente-horigen vista of lights and bulldings. The 
























hood weld have pole-suspended streetlights in green, arosher in 


Tarhassans were obviously fond of colorful Muninations: One neighbar- 





beveled comers suthy lit im bhie, 

inthe dark, however, he couldn't see all the chic activities he'd 
glimpeed on his initial trip to Cherek's quarters—the construction of 
hardened gunnery bunkers, the chilling of infarbry, the sotup of watch- 
stations on tall buildings, all pan of the planet's preparations for war. 

Infact, he could enjoy only a portion of the night view, stuck as he 
was inthe rear seat of the chosed-top airspeeder, Cherek insisted on 
controlling the vehicle, and Livirdius had sheieked “Gurinery seat! as 
soon as they approached the vehicle, Consequently, Livinthus had some 
sort of right to sit in the front paieerger seat, $0 Joram and Mapper 
were stuck in the back with Tinean. 

Crammed in the back wad more Gke it, The aiepeeder was a compact 
model with powerful engines, but it hed a passenger compartment ide- 
ally suited for teen adults in frocit and shopeing bags in back. 

Jomim said, Where does this Renkel woman gar 

"Eh? Chere cold. 

“There's really mot much room for a hostage back heen. Hon big is 
the cane companment 

"he carga compartment,” Cherek said. “We rented thit ame for speed.” 

"And style." Livintius added. “intelligence agents should hare style." 

“Besides.” Cherek said, “she's nota hostage, She's a prisoner of war." 

“so wher does the prisoner gor” 

Cherek and Livintius looked at ane another, “Across pour lapsr 
Chere sald, 

“Ident think #0," Jorami said. 

"Ten the mission leader, and | say—* 

"Well wote on it, as usual. But there're three of us in the back, and we're 
The anes whol haw her across our laps, so] predict we'll all yoqe agains” 
Jensen got an immediate nod from Maoper, and, after a pioenerin of cc 
sideration, a matching ned from Tinian. “See?” 

Cheek sighed, wend, all right. We'll put Tinian up here benweer ime 
and Liviritius. Then you can have the hostage—" 

“Friso ner of war,” Livintius conmected. 

*"—orisoner of war between you. That way everyone's equally 
uncemhoriable, An, hare we ane.” 

Cherek pushed the contra forward and sent the airspeeder inte a 
power dive. Joram grabbed at the restraining straps. They held him in 
place but somehow let his stemach drift alarmingly within his body. The 

ground got bigger fast, its landipeeders staring as distant toys But 


growing in secones to fastening traffic. 


Joram lseked aver at Mapmer: the traaper was holding on te his over 


straps with one hare! ard the seas back in front of him with the other, 


and Tinian was desperately holding on to him. 















Then the world tilted again, and the landspeeders they were diving 


ne toward became landspeeders nushing straight at them. Joram felt the 


aI shudder as is bull soraped the ground. They were skidding. 
| tuming the world beyond the windscreen Inte a whirl of lights that 

ed and shook. Finally they were still, 

ad job,” Livintius said. “Not far from. a parking slot” The aging 

m1 ic seemed calm, although his skin had become neccish. tt row 
ta fade back to its normal hiss. 

4 were on a landapeeder lane, Parked at an inccarect angle a 
fromthe raised walkway on one sade, Gn the osher side was.a 
néial building. Anhough a midget by Coniscant stamcaeds, it rose 


A neorrent lager the words faced and were replaced by “Coruscant 
Livirey at Tarhassan Rates.” 

“Ten gain ta Tirow up.” Tinian ssid. 

“Wet until we get back to my quarters,” Cheek suggested. “Wow, we 
have bo—what's the sub-agenda, Livintius?” 

‘lem One, enter the building without being seen. Two, cdliminate 
anyone who sees us. Does that mean we get to kill them? 

“Habealutely mecessary.” 

Livinteus offered a sigh of satisfaction. “Three, determina which quar: 
ten: belong to Zazana Aenioel. Four, proceed to that set of quarters. Five, 
enter those quarters. Six, determine whether Aenkel is there. Are mone 
we branch. Wshe's there —" 

“That's enough for maw,” Chareak sak, “Leq's start on the operational 
details. Entering without being detecped.™ 

“Thine shee is,” sak! Mapper, 

“We could pretend to be coming repairers.” Tinian said. Wel reed 
To acquire service unitonna. We'd enter the lobby and tell the security 
personel that Renkel has reported 4 comiink outage.” 

“So he cals her on hie comlink, and she denies it.” Livintius said. 

Cherek shook hig head. “Back it up a step. Before that, we kill the 
ower ta the building 40 1he comling outage is plausible.” 

Tinian considered. “Then we'd need to be power-grid repairers, 
wouldn't wer 

“There she is,” Mapper said again, Ke was porting throwgh thee aire 
speeder's transpansteel windscreen. A woman, tall, lean, and dark- 
haired, dressed ina dark blue unifcem with orange trim, esas thirty 
mcters from the front of the building and approzching it at a rapid walk. 

"Wes, yes.” Chorek said, “Livintius, when she goes in, you can striie 
hem She and the ‘she's not heme yet’ branch, how, how do we ger to 
the Building's power conralsT” 

“Bit we can deals Per pe,” dora sak. 

“What, ard spenil the plant 

Joram grinvled to himself, a credible imitation of 6 holodrama rancor. 
“hlapoer. oo get heer, Stardard talk and pop.” 

“Thank you,” Mapper said. The relief in his voice suggested he'd been 
given 4 reprieve from & death sentence. He hit the button beside him, 
and the airspeeder door sid up and out of the way. 

“ait, wait. Cherek said, 

Mapper didn't wait. He unstrapoed himectf in an instant, untangled 
himself from Tinian’s grip in another, and mowed toward the woman. 

Joram teak a look around. There went pedestrians on this walloway 
and others on the one opposite, but mone within forty or fifty meters. 
He drew his Intelligence-insaed blastar—his primary wea peor, ment thee 
holdout weapoen—and seitched it ower bo its shun senting, 

“Vou can io This.” Cherek said, “You can't just Tibor The plan we 
spent so rach tiene creating, That way lies anarchy and confusion.” 

“He's right, you hag," Tinkan said. 

“OU Geno nstrating a tracked tendency Toward rebellion are 
aressaon,” Livintivs sand, 

Tinian looked thoughthul “A dietary imbalance could be contributing 
To your bad anttude, Joraen.” 

Joram ignored Them. Over on the waleway, Mapoer and the women 
rw stood together, Mapper gestured up and down the landspeeder 
lane Gea lost tourist, aoe he'd played before Joram steadied hs 
Blaster in the viewport frame of the aircar and squeezed the trigger. 
A blast of light sizzled across to tnke the weenan in the tors. She 








jerked in a full-body spasn 

Mapper cought her, swinging fh 
ing her in clase to him as thou 
too much to drink. Still talking, 
alrspeeder. i 

Joram lowered hls blaster outs 
witnesses. Sevoral of than had ot 
ard wore logking grcunc, Teva, ot far at 
and the wconscious woman in some con 
evidence To coewince them hata erive wa 
you need to be in che front sea" Tee 

“Rig hi." She trapped out ofwhat looked Eke a momentary brane 
She shel gut Mappers door and moved around to stand beside the front 
passenger doce “Livirvtiug, lee eve in” 

The aged Falleen opened it and stood as Mapper reached the air- 
speeder “This is very imegular— 

“Gunnery seat! Tinian said. Her face was suddenly alight with a victo- 










































rigus smile. 

“Oh, blast you" Livintius got back into the almspeeder and slid ower ta 
tale the middle seat. Tinian hopped in beside him, locking snug. 

Kapoer levered the unconscious woman in through the open door, 
Joram dragged ber in beside hime Mapp ornceded im and segked the 
doce, “Ready ta go.” Joram said, 

With a snarl Cherek returned his attention te the corirols. Ina 
menient they were airborne, “lor, lin geirey bo reort pour iasuberdi- 
nagion and inselence te car superior a5 soon as we get back bo the safe 
house, Are woul be chipped ounat here with a black mark on your 
record, OF you far Prone Ret to Oounkennand my explicit anders, or 
the explicit plans worked lap by this conimittes, ever again. What's it 
going ta bel 

“$0 my eeperience 4nd initiative, which have saved you haurs and 
limited danger to this unit. don't mean anything to you." 

“Ha, they don’t. You're act aur intellectual equal Your experience & 
chyviausly inelevant and yaur initistive is nothing but rebellion. Nive, 
you can obey or go home in disgrace What's it going to be 

Joram set his jae. He wanted Cherek to send him hone. it might 
keep him from getting killed. 

But then Cherek, Tindan, and Livintius would foul up their mis- 
sion, and they would be caught ar killed, Mayhe Mapper, 1. 
Cherek hadn't sald anything abou sending Mapper back, Ard if he 
edened Mapper te stay, the loyal amd derermined clane troaper 
might just feel obligated to abey, 

"Wall" Chance pepeahed. 

Finally Joram was able to work his fw again. “All right,” be said. “1 
premise.” 

"Het goed erough. [wae your ward of hence, Bepest my instruc 
tons back bo meso we're all on the same ibem on the agenda.” 

Cherek’s neck looked very vulnerable. foram could reach up, ghee the 
man's head 4 hvist. and snap it. He had been taught how. 

Every word wes like a stone he had te cough up fram his guts. “All 
nighe. | give my ward of honor that | will not coumbermnand your direct 
orders or the agreed-upon plans of this... committes.” 

*Good enough.” Cherek sak. For mows," 
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“don't know where he is,° the woman peotessed, 

She was Im ong of the chains in Chenek's recited quarters, arvd just 
Binding her there had been quite a feat. The bilewy furniture had ne 
loops, holes, distinc: legs or oiher comparents that would penrit rapes 
to be firmly attached, so instead of rapes they'd had to use broad sibver 
binder-tape, Layer upon layer of the stuff adhered her limbs to the furni- 
Tune, More layers crossed Iner forehead, balding her bead back against 
hee pathy bused pees. 

fazer Renkel wasa gqooddooking women, Joram decided, not holo- 
drama beautiful, but every-man-working-with-her-would-grevitabe-to- 
her attractive, with dark brown eyes and a manner of expressing herself 
That suggested intelligence. She was doing what she could to hide the 
fact that shewas very afraid. 

‘Of course she was afraid. Joram wauld be afraid, too, if he were being 
interrogated by five mashed lunatics. 

The masks were cheap rubber things Livintius had bought. They all 
bore the same face, a broad set of male features marked with hoeizor- 
tal bands of war paint in red, yellow, and black Livimtius had said that 
they commemorated a hero from Tarhassan melodramas, &o In addi: 
tion to everything else, the spies were Intemegating the woman ith 
the face of ome of the local cultural icons. 

“Don't pretend you didn't know Edbit was with Repwlic 
intelligence?” Chenck sakd. 

Renkel's eyes cpaned wide. "What?" 

Joram sighed silently. In his peripheral vision, he saw Mapper begin 
to bang his head on the wall 

“We don't much care for lars, you kno.” Cherek drew a deep breath 
and capelled It as iF banishing the denmiors of petty initation, “But we 
might forge you i you pelluis where you're Innenrogating him.” 

“Tdon't—t didnt—I really dion't—" 

“Oh, come on,” Chesreak said, “Doe? bell ene yi did't et lots. of 
pre and a big bors for bringing in the sole Republic Inelligence 
agent on your planer.” 

“But—" 

Joram grated Cherek bey his shirt and rom hauling the mani 
down the shart ha nel into the ; 








Jorarn slid the door shut behind the tea of them and pulled his mask 
off He tried very hard to keep his voice reasonable. “Cherck, do you 
know whet you just did wrong? 

Chere pulled his oan mask off. His face was flushed, but it looloed as 
though he wes merely overheated from the mask. “faure walking dan- 
gerousty close to insubordination again” 

“Wo, fm within the parameters of my promise. Lister. in the course of 
this interragation, you've given her more informacion than you're 
recehwed. F she didnt boow before that Teeks was intelligence, she does 
now. “ind mwen if she did, she might not haw kre that he was ther 
only Intelligence officer on-warld ... and she does nove. Yau soci" 

Chere® considered. “Uh -.- damn.” 

“So when we goa out there again, either | can take over the 
questioning—* 

“Or can continue, implementing your sugq@estions. Which is whaq 
we'll do. Thank you.” The last tao wands sounded slighthy less. grudging 
than usual 

Joram turned away, put his mask back on, and slid the door 
open again. 

Inthe main room, Rerioel was paying, "So Tarhassan rates only ore 
Intelligence officer? Total? | mean, not even supmoEt personnel” 

LiKiATILS, his woioe socrherng, sak, “Dhon'T tere if So Panel, yong Lect, 
Fm sure you're really a very dangerous work at bean, There ae live 
Prone PeiiG iS What berger?” 

Behind Joram, Cheres said, “Liviritius, you idee.” 

Everyone in the room tuened to look an hin, Joram, seeing Mapper's 
eyes widken behind hid eve-slite, alo turreed. 

‘Oherek’s face was nore flushed with anger as well as heat. Joram 
could $66 this becaude the man’s mask wae still in his hand. 

Chenek charged forward, grabbed Livintius by the ann, and hauled 
him back into the bedroom. Tinian follawed. 

Mapper put hid bead inte his hands. His shoulders shook 2s he tied 
TO repre sobs. 

Joram returned to the bedrocen and listened to Cherek repeat 
Joram's cam wards of a mament ago. 

45 Cherek reached the end of the spiel and took a breath, Joram sald, 
“And there's another problem. Now she's seem your Taos and heard 
Livindius* name.* 

"Eh Chere’ looked at him, then glanced at the mask still in bis 


Ranch. Yes, that is.a problem” 


“She can idendify us," Liviritius sald. He sounded breathless, He pulled 
boa oem mae His eres voene shining, “Wie have te kill er.” 


Ys tough. Let's kill har now" 
t's mot eight.” Tinian said, 





Cherek's troubled expression cleaned. “Thate to say it, but Liviritius 
is right." 

“Have you ewer killed a prisoner of wart” Joraen asked. 

“Well” ‘Oherek saad, “of course I'we Ailed. | am very—" 

"Proficeng in the cemnibat arts,” Livrtius and Tinian said, 

Cherek glared at thea. 

“Bit hate ou ever killed @ priser?” Joram continued, “Someone 
whois helpless? 

“No.” . : 

Living and Tinian alse thook their heads. 

“Tro you want bar 

“Well, it's not... sporting,” Cherek said. 

“Though it would be interesting to watch,” Livintius sad. 

“Then heave it to Mapper foram looked toward the living room as Hf 
he could see through the intervening walls. “He's a merciless Willer. Kell 
not onky eliminate hes, he'll dispose of her in such a way that they'll 
never find the body, He's very hand of construction sites and diuracretm: 
foundatians.” 

“th,” both mon sald, new veiodoen ane respect in their voices. Tinian 
saad nothing. She glared at all of them, 

Joram Goat bas eras beck or, 

“Mo reed fer that mow,” saad Cherek. 

"Yes, there is. If we all three go out there with our magks off, she'll 
bree Chan we ibend to kill her, She's.6 cunning PlanSec operative, 
rererribear?” 

“Oh. right” Cherek modded in confused agreement. 

When they returned to the main chamber, Mapper was kneeling 
beside Renkel's chair. She was talking. “... snatched him off the strect | 
was walking home 2s usual and couldn't catch up-to their speeder. | 
don't keowewhy her was token ind I don't know why youws talon mer. 
Froonty a challan employer. Ident have access to any important infor 
mation. | da-statistical analyses of criminal activity databases,” 

“Goh,” Livintivs whispered, Mow lim sonny we have to kil her, The 
conversations we ooukd hase—" 

“Shhhh,” Cherek cautioned, 

“ho,” Rene confined, “he couldn't just haw been using me, There 
would be re point bo 1b would there? | think he loved ee] rows | eve 
Aim.” There was desperation in her yaice, and she glared inte Mappers 
halPconcealed eyes as if seeking alfermation in them. 

“suspect youre right” Mapper said. 1 mean, the most he could get 
fram you would be— what? entification documents thet woukd get 
him inte your building?" Renkel modded, and frepper continued, “And if 
that was all he wanted, then he'd have taken if.and left you. Corect?” 

"Yes!" There was relied in her voice. 

“So fim sure his feedings for you were genuine,” Mapper said. 

“Dro you think he's urt?* she asiood. 

Liviritius sald, “Probably being tortured. Go you think he'd stand up 
well Eo torture?" 

“Vite don't torture panopliel" 

‘Of course you do,” Lhirtius shat back “Everyone but the Republic 
tomures capehees.” 

“Ho's kidding.” Joram saad, “Yeu'd kicw better than we would, right? 

Renkel nodded again, 

Mapper, hit woice soothing), Onegin, “Set Hees Keen locked wp, are 
he's fire. and he's waiting for this war to be over oo be can rejoin you. 
i's a5 slinple a5 thar.” 















































Renkel let outs kee 
going to held mer 
Joram mowed around B 


Joram shot her again and 
shock hither system 
An might be better bo kill her 
He pulled his mask fren. as 
The cahers followed suit, Joram shook his head 
detect minute traces of carbonized flesh in this cham 
Bertier te bill her well away freer here," 

Mapper staned at hin, wiheeyed, Loran allowed a sinister smile to 
plary acnass his lips, “Like Thicke quis we book ut ba et into the space- 
cratt bay on Pengalan, We'll do the dare bo her... ony wore” 

Mapper Drought akhout if and his expression cleared. They'd dane 
nothing more than harnver those tao men unconscious amd leave 
Cherny tied un, “ho 11) meee...” 

“ust 4 blaster pistol. .and the mecvoal bag.” Joram tried ta make the 
teva words sound as though they'd originated in some mythological 
hell In hie peripheral vision, he save Tinian shudder, Liviritius smiled, 

Vl comme with you as backup.” Joram continued, “d the bess pennits, 
bexqpect the three of them will all be needed to work out the operational 
details far the next step of thes plan." 

“Right,” Mapper sald. 

SWihat is our mest stepe Livirrtius asked, 

“Tasks was snatched by PlanSac.” Cherak said, Without question. 5a 
we need fo plan a nescue raid on the main PlanSsec building here in ihe 
capital, They wouldn't imprison hin in ary place less innprortaert” 


ooo 


“We're working for idiots,” Wag per said. “Ard you promised todo every- 
thing they said.” He yas in contre! of the sirspeeder, maneuvering it at 
legal rated along welbpaibed ey-routes above Nehass. 

Joram shook his head. “] promised toa obey Cherek’s orders and the 
dictates of their horrible committee. | didn't promise to do anything ee 
they said. [didn’t promise mat to figure out how to get them to do what 
want... which | have. And | didn’t promise mat to do things on my 
own. Speaking of which .. 
Up a map. | want you bo drop me off there” 

“Beam it to the nay computer, What & 

“Edbit Treks’ home. fim gaing ta give ita chose look while you make 
Renkel comfortable, That trio of iregeemables thinks that Teeks had no 
local resources, which isan Imipassibiiry | reed 16 disprove. Wiser 
you're dene, come back for me, 

Mapper smiled, “Now | feel bener.” 

Mapper dropped Jorn of a short distance freen the housing tower 
thar had been Edbit Teeks’ public address, Mapper returned to the air as 
Soon 25 Joram Seabed the door, wouldn't do to remain on the ground 
long acugh fora pedestrian to see the wormar-shaped disposal bag 
Sireiched aorcgs the back seat Renkel, under the influence of the secda- 
tives from the medical bag, would remain asleep for hours, perhaps the 
better part of a day. Mapper would find a place ta conceal her ehere 
she was likely bo remain undiscovered until hours past the Intelligence 


- He opened up his datapad, “I'm bringing 


team's departure from Tarhassen. Joram would eneure that the team 
would leas before tomannceat was very old. 

Teeks’ building was shorter and broader than Renkel's. Its 
duracrete face, stippled and dyed to resemble natural stone, was dark 
from age. The north face. thick with baloonies, overlooked a park Ka 
ong walled in the park, and quardsmen, dressed in the fluttery 
ornge-and-qold livery of Tarhassan's anned forces, stood watchfully 
in The northeast and gouthwest comers, The west face, which was 
where the primary buikling entrance was locaped, had mo balconies, 
but many broad viewpars gave fs residents a fine lock down at the 
lands peeder lee Belo, 

The building lobiy wad unguarded, wall sensors permitting access 
fo Me bol, Aenkels pockets had yielded up a Iransparisgeel cylin- 
der containing many of the planet's ecin-shaped magnetic access 
disks, and when Joram held the cyinder up to 4 serdee, he turbolift 
doors opened. 

Teeks’ quarters were on the sith floor. His door, 4 powered slider, 
was sealed by a magnetic couple marked Planetary Sequrity” Joram 
took a morvent to assure himself that no one was moving donvn the 
floor's hallway, then went to work disengaging the coupler. The was 
ane of many skils he'd acquired since joining Republic Imelligence, and 
the coupler, designed to beep the mildly curious out or alert security 
forces Wthe very curious forced their way through, soon disengaged. 
Then Aenieel's cpinder of disks gave him access to the darkened interior. 

The quarters were lightly fumished. The fact that there wasn't much 
furniture meant that then was mot much wreckage to clean up: some 
one had put the place through an amateurish and destractive search. 
The tan sofaechairs in the main room, one a single and the other a 
Goublowide, had been dashed open, their stuffing pulled free: mo 
loner restralned by the chair coverings, the stuffing had swelled to 
three times of more its normal volume, making portions of the room 
look Gke an artificial fungus forest. The thick green foamecaroet om the 
floor contributed ta the lmpresskon. 

The table benween the exqerior vigwport and the narrower sofaqchair 
had been knocked down, A table lamp with a distinctive pai reqeaut 
glawnedd aan ead on the floor, toppled buf intact, In the beckchambar, 
the plush, freestanding mattress had been shredded. and its gvallen 
eorrbents Pade the chamber appeas to be full of the prirncndial ancestors 


a had to find some was 
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of the main chamber’s fungal growths. 

The wreckage held litte interest for Joram. it would haw been thar- 
qughiy sifted through by ManSec it was mat likely there would be any- 
thing for him to find. In fect, he wes booking for one crucial thing the 
scourty forces were less likely to debect, and he'd already teen it 

From the bedchamber, he necovered an intact low table. He pode 
tioned this beside the front viewport, put the lamp atap ft, swung the 
arm out so that the glawrod was directly im front of the transparisteel, 
and sevitched the lamp on. The glowrod was still intact, and suddeniy 
the main chamber was illurminatec. 

The light was risky, There might still be security personnel on duty 
watching this place. 

The lamp was a signalling device, used in a standard procedure to a 
signal an agent's local resources. It was plausibly a reading lamp; Teeks 
could sit im the sofa-chair beside the viewport, keep the lamp ann near 
harn, and read. But when circumstances called for it, he'd sawing the arm 
Gul $0 Chat if shone inthe viewport, as Joram had just done. 

horarn sat in the ruined chai, He drew his blaster and waited. 
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Aknock, fight and tentative, awoke Joram, He reached aver te tum the 
glowred off, cher called, “i's. reat sealed,” 

The hallway dear opened, A dimimitve male stood there, his slau: 
etted features indistine. He moved in quickly, lening the dace slide shun 
behind Firm. “Greetings,” the mar said, hig yoide deep, oug of propertion 
to his mall abure. “Ten rot Sure | hate Te ceenect builkdirey, Pe core 
about the rental quarters?” 

“Ho need for a caver ston.” Joram said. “The lamp signal was 
deliberate. ou're a local warking with Teeks. What dol call you? 

The silhowette sagged just a litte, perhaps in relief. “Thar.” 

“don't think [we run into that name before.” 

“H's mot a name. It's a code name. It's a bug A Tarhassan bug.” 

"ah. How long has it been since you've been compensated?” 

"Since Tecks was taken” 

With his free hand, Joram fished around ina pocket and brought up 
porn credchips, generic ones he'd exchanged for gold at the speceport, 
not tracnabie to him He calculated their value against what he kre 
weer standard rates for local informer sereices and put hwo of them on 
the table with the lamp. “You can have these when Im gone” 

Thank you.” 

“Why was Tepks taken?” 

Thark shrugged. "FlanSec investigates showed up at the restaurant, 
Cangan's Gustateciuen, where | usually make exchanges with him. | hage 
pened to be there” 

Tou werk there, Joram deckied. Mow fcan find you again 

They asked very specilic questions about his visits to the mstaurant, 
About anyone he might have met then regularly,” 

Bong one ond remeber ony oto he reer nequilany, Av aace 
Four! hee, Ao one remetiered thot you Mere Ai reguiey perver, 

*| raced over here ag oon a4 | could get free, but | wad delayed ky 
rouritances.” 

Feu ho! reo-aei uretil pour ahi rcs eee, 

“Ared | sinv them take hime.” 

Joram considered. By any chance, did you follow them when they 
took him away?" 














“Yes, | lich” 

Jorn added another tan credehiges to the lithe pile on the table. bther 
you sold hin cut and risked noriieg by fevfowdag them, or pon're a danny 
FSOUTCe dnd Habbadiy wont to keep pou “Where did they take Fini 

The main office of Manelary Secueiny, downinown.” 

Joram managed to keep an expression of dismay off his face—an 
irrelevant effort, ance his visite Coulen't see his feaures in the dark, 


‘Oherek, for all the wrong reasons, had been right about wher Teeks 
was, IE wea going te burt like hell to admit thae. “ls there arrything you 
can tell me about that building?” 

*| can give you partial plans. Main entrance, interogabon areas, 
halding areas. Nothing about the vehick bays, compuber areas, acry- 
thing like that." 

Youre an ex-convict who's been there os o prone: ond are now working 
sa food senery, Joram thought. “Gead. On your datapad?” 

"On my datapad.“ 

Joram brought out his cam datapad. “Bear tt ower.” 


o°o°o 


Jonim and Mapper mentored Chengk’s quarters some three hours after 
they'd laf. Mapeer, coached in the robe he was nor to play, kept his fea- 
tures cold and stil, Chere, Tinlan, and Livingius mgarded the two of 
ther with expressions mixing admiration with dread, Tinian's manner 
wae Weighted more tomaend horror as she watched Mapper, Jorn 
smiled. Ther expressions would really become alarmed if they knew 
that the sugpased viction lay wrapged in blankets in the utilities shed of 
an abandoned construction ste, sleeping off her drug-induced stupear. 

“ln's dene,” Joram said, 

“About tine. | hope Joram didn't dow you Gown too much, Mapper” 
Cheek gestured at the chamber's table. which row was only halt- 
covered with smack foocl The other hall was lettered with sheets of flies 
covered in hand-screwled motes. Wedo have 4 plan for che meet stage 
of the inwestigation. Voted on, sealed, and approwed.” 

“Sonny we dichn't wait far you,” Livintius Sid, “Bul we were 20) int 
agreement—* 

“fund ‘ath three voting in unison, our votes weren't needed,” Joraen 
said. “But l hawe some news. | hope it doen't interfere ath your opsa- 
tonal plans” 

herek looked offended by the possibility. What mews?" 

“The Renkel woman confessed all before the poison took held.” 
Joram offered up a shudder at the pretended memocy. “She admitted 
that she'd tuned iin her lover to PlanSec. He's being interrogated at the 
main facility. You were right all slang, Chemck- 

"| harvey that." 

"So what's our plan?” Mapper asked. 

"Wall, there ang heals lin it" Chere saicl There was weary admission 
in his woke, “4nd until we plug them, we cant lunch our rescue. For 
Instance, we need to know the layout of the building.” 

"Gh, haw that,” Mapper said, “twas on Renkel's datapad. Just the 
section of the buiding she was familiar vith, The cells and interrogation 
areas, measly.” 

Cherek came half up cut of his chair, “fou sail hae that 

"Gt course, | took all her personal effects to dispose of sqparately, 
They're still in the speeder,” 

Cherek’s srile sliggested that he was ready to adapt Mapper ard 
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“That might da... Sub-lien , Procesdian 
lated PlanSec uniform. That one sccomp ! 
ing, makes his way to an unobserved exterior 
oahers. Seine PlanSec personnel and farce them tolead the WwayEo 
Teeks' cell. Force open Teeks' cell. Exit building: mecessary improvisation 
here. Exit vicinity. Make immediate tna ta speceport for extraction.” 
SAnd mow that we hewe a neal, not simulated, PlanSec un@arm,” 
Cherek said, “wre know who's going ta perform the initial intrusion. if 
you're up ta if, Tinian. Youre the onhy one even close to Renkel’s ize.” 
Tinian considered, then modded. “lil do it. That woman gave her life 
so that Tecks could be rescued. I'm mat going te let that be a waste 
Her tane surprised Joram. Benkels supposed death had obvioushr 
shattered her naeeté. There may be sone hope for pou after ail, he deciced. 
But he had to find some way to accompany her into the FlanSec 
Bulldings. Otherwise, shee was mot likely to get out aleve. 


oo;°o 


In what elsewhere was the quigtest hour before the golden-arange 
Tarhassan Gawn, the lancipemader lane in frort of the Planetary security 
building was busy with a shift change, 

Tinian guiped, exited the ainpeeder, and mingled with the crewed, 
She marched up the green ducacrate sqairs to the building's arched 
entrance, Cloely following Mappers instricctions, she walled Fase 
ut not corspiouously oo, her amention apparently on the dagapad 
in her hand, 

A6 She neared The main entyweay, she held up Renkel’s idenqity clisk, 
waving It with simulated wcencern infront of the senses, and passed 
inte the lobby. 

There wai no alarm, fo outer, no fudden surge of officers bowared 
the lobby. Joram, in the back 9624, realized that he was holding hia 
breath. Finally he let ft ca 

“Ha mater how many tines you do lis, 1S never easy, Aun 
4sked Cherek. His bone suggested that he was one weary veberan Lalk- 
ing to another. 

Joram gestured toward the entrance. “Let's stay here to see # any- 
thing bad hapoers” 

“fio, let's get to our waiting point” Cherek put the sirmspeeder in 
mation, moving a block down the lendspeeder lane. pulling it to the 
strestside aecund the first corner. 

Cherek's coming beeped, indicating an incoming signal He pulled it 
from Its clip on his lapel “This is GrimtaasheOne, go." 

Tindan’s water, hushed, came acrass the comlink’s tiny speaker I'm in 
they bactrim” 

“That was fast, Basement? You're supposed ta be headed toward the 
cell black" 

“Tl found out my idensity disk doesn't ger me inte the secure hall to 
the building's interior, Butt saw a warker coming ut of a door to the 





basement near the hall access, | kept the door from closing and he 
didn't notice. Them's ne ome down here, | can move around without 
being seen.” 

“Tinian,” Cherak’s voice was a pained whine. “That... 
wasnt... the plan,” 

“Lino, Fin gonry, That was all | could do.” 

Cherck's lips moved silently, and Joram recognized thar the mar 
Wak COWNMING bo len again. This time Chenek got to freer before he 
sald, “What about accesses?" 

“fve found one door frame already, but it's blocked with a duracrete 
Slat, I's hard to mowe around down here. t's all caged areaed filled with 
Bowed of whet | think is old evidence and files.” They heard a quiet, highe 
pitched sneeze over the comlink, “Sanry, Dusty, to." 

“Let me now when youve gor sorelhing we Can We. Grimtaash- 
One. out” Cherek mpleced the corrink an hid Lapel, then Ioaked con: 
fused. “Did | call her Grinqaash-Twe, of by her name, the first time? 

Mapper sald, “Her mane.” 

Cherck began courting again. 


oo 0 


“lhave a door” Cherek’s lapel whispered. T's heavy metal and it has all 
sorts of muonitering devices.on it." 

Chetek uridipped the comlink again “Good, good, Fe gai io give 
you To Ma paper, Minbe Mapper can talk you through disabling then 
Mappers. a good agent.” 

Mapper asked Tinian questions about the security array or the dear, 
Then began providing detailed instructhons on how to deal with the 
devices. Joram halflistened but kept mest of his attention on the gur- 
founding speeder and podestlans. Trafic was increading. and Four 
people sitting fara protracted pevioe ina parked airspeeder would 
eventually become conspicuous, 

“think Ive go tt” Tindan said, “The last didplay is green mow. tt 
reads ‘Chear.'* 

“Good job,” Mapper sakh Tm giving you back bo the boss” He 
handed the condink ower, The deor's about halfway along the north 
wall. She hears speeder talfic, 90 it's exterior.” 

“We're coming far you, Grimtaash-Teo,” Chenek said, Hie eine! che 


e charge blew, 

hurling metal 

fragments all along 
the corridor. 





ampeeder Mapper and Joram followed, Livindtius scooted aver to be 
behind the contrals. He had been thilled ta be made the speeder-man, 
the unit's getaway specialist, for this operation, 

On the short walk over, Cherck said, “Mow, how dio wee geet from the 
basement to the cell block? 

They walled in silence fora minute while Joraen formulated his 
response. Finally he sald, “I hawe an kea—a paetial idea, anyway. But 
there's a problem with ip tha | just can't werk aut. So it probably 
wan't supnciead .* 

“Probably not,” Cherek agreed, “Let's hear it.” 

“Wie hawe Livingius watch the frert entrance for a few minutes. At the 
point a unit of PlanSes agents brings in one or more prisoners, we have 
Tindan and another ore of us stand by atthe baiement door, packing 
art, She avd the other fallin behind the agents and thelr prisoner, and 
soe If they can pet inte the secure hall on their shirttalls, Livingius can 
um Gack b> che seeder ther.” 

“Ah” Qherek aed. “But Tinian’s the only one of us in unifcen, Been if 
they let her in, why vould they let the other one in? 

“He's her prisoner, see. Hands bound behind his back, he puts ona 
Perpetrator faoe 2... you kro.” 

Cherek nodded, considering. “So what's the insoluble problem with 
this plan? 

“Well of the three of us, nome of Lis i duns endugh hogking, or dis- 
reputable enough looking, to pass as a criminal,” 

“Ab” Chere thought about that as they turned the comer, crossed 
the nanow traffic line between the security building and the building 
adjacent to it, and reached what had to be lhe sccess to Tinian's door— 
a flight of duracrete steps descending inte shadow. The three of them 
looked around, making sure that ro one was watching. and trotted 
dean the stairs, 

Chen said, “Joram, ifs time for you to redeem yourself, frm sure you 
can pull off that rele, t's almost no acting mequined.” 

foran made his voice light, his tone nahee. “You really think so?" 

“1d.” Chetek clapped ham on the shoulder, then rapped on the dace. 


ooo 


Her hand on the small of his back, occasionally shoving 19 propel him 
fonvard, Tinian kept Joram close behind the trie of uniformed PlanSec 
agents and their prisoner, a spindly woman who persisted in complain 
ing that she'd diverced the man, that he was now remaried on Corellia, 
that she had mo Reoublic leanings, 

The secure ponions. of the building seemed packed with PlanSec 
agents, all energetic, all discussing the war to come. Snatches of 
defense plans. evaquation gland, and retaliation plans drifted pass, 
Joram new that he had te be pallid and sweating but decided that it 
would merely lard authenticity to his role. 

Then they were past the first set of. cAices and crass-oonridars, leav- 
ing most of the crawd behind 

A uniormed officer up shead—tall, balding, with a build Ge an ath- 
fete heenty yeaes younger than his apparent age—noticed them 
What ya got there, quarcswomani* 

“Preoner delivery.” Tinian said. “Finom Candahass, that's ry station, 
This Guy wes named by one of your prisoners and warts to work a deal. 
Hes & Republic intelligence contact.” 

‘One of our prisoners?" The officer eyed Jota sseculatively. Joram 








held his gaze for a mament but then broke a6 eoetact 24 @ unsble ta 
withetand the man's stare. 

They were close enough new to the man that Tinian could drop her 
tone. “Wes, your guy is..." She consulted her datapad, unnecessarily. 
*Edbit Teeks. This one, ¥arpe Prabb, admits to being his main connec: 
tien among mathe Tarhassiaens." 

“Good, goad.” The alficar gestured for them te follow, then led them 
dawn the coridor. “Teaks, Fine werk. Come into my office” 

Joram and Tinlan follceved, Joram taking as fast an impression as he 
could of the office. He saw 2 feri-agaque viewport for privacy, chales that 
seemed skeletal compared te all the others he'd encountered here, a desk 
heaped with stacks of reports, datachips, odd-shaped knickknacks, 

Foe the moment, they were aut of sight of anyone in the hallway, 
Tinian drew her blaster—flenkel's blaster. “Don't move," 

The officer trace. Joram could see him calculating—was it weeth if ta 
shout and waen his fellows when it might mean death? Was there any 
chance this woman would hesitate, mat fine at allt 

Joram kneed the officer in the groin, putting alll his mass iete it. The 
officer folded farvard. Mis groan was loud enough te cary. bur the 
noise from the halhevey was also boud, Joram tevisted his wrists our of the 
bonds Inaehyt wrapped around them and tapped the wall burton: the 
dor sid shut with a eehoosh. Then he took a metal model af a ParSec 
corvebté fram the desktop and brought it down on the back of the 
man’s heed. it book three blows, but the officer finally fell uncanscious. 

“Toram, fim not sure Fi fit to do thes” Tinian seed, Her voice was 
thaky. She looked af the blaster in her hand as if puzding out what to 
Go with it next. Tm nota killer lie you and Mapper." 

“We're mot killers Wile us, either,” Joraen weighed matters. 
‘Compartmentalizing infarnation wad usually a good idea, but not when 
it caused distrust among allies one depended an for survival “The 
Renkel woman is stil alive.” 

"Whag 

“she is. Cherek and Livintius doe't know. Listen, youre caing fine. Ger 
this man’s restraints trem his belt clip and bind him. Then gag him." 
4oram reached down to pull the mac's datapad fram his belt pouch, 


“Let's find Teaks,~ 
ooo 


AN THIS Tow, (he second-floor cell and interragation anca were lightly 
guarded and trafficked. Tinian, again working her prisomer-delivery 
Slory, ut Joram in front of an outer-perimeter guard, then an inmer- 
penneter guard. Each time, while pretending to hand the qiaed her 
dataped with the documents on her prisoner, she lured the guard into 
reaching through the bars for tt. Jorn gribbed each man ir burr, 
dragged him into the bars, and held harn there while Tinka stunted ir 
with Renkel's blaster. Then the identiy disk of the officer they'd cap- 
tured dovnistair gave them acomss into the denencion area beyond. 
Finally, they stood outside the cell marked with the number that cor- 
responded to Tecks. Joram could see through the ranspariste=! panel 
in the door amiddicaged man of medium build, a Bght and unkempt 
beard on his face, dressed in prisoner pashel viglel, wad Asleep on the 
cell's bunk. On the far wall, a high viewport adenitted escterior light. 
Joram waved the officer's Kentiqy disk in front of the doar sensor, but 
its readout remained resolutely rod 
Joram keyed his comlink, “Grirntaash-Five to One, come in.” 



























































“This ts Grintaash-Fion 
“Four, where's One?” 
“huglenp." an 
Joram grinned, Ha 
“ldidnt make hin ary pr 

“Right, We're just oubsid 
distraction as so0n as possiole. A big 
be coming outon the north face, to, Three, a 

"Moving inte pesition.” Livintius's volee was 
do you mean, he’s sleeping * “tae 

“Weill, he's waking up. Still a bit groggy. And he’s going to besa. F 
ibe ready vith your distraction In thirty secmnct,” 

“Set off, don't wait for further instructions.” Joram pocketed his 
fomink, then began setting up hls exploshe change on the cell door. 

Mamet later, there was a muffled boom from belory. [E seemed to 
have lth effect. There was. a faint vibeation in the Moor, but there were 
no shineks, no rattling of cedings and walls, io cascades of duracrote 
duet fren abou. 

Then the sirens started. They were shrill whooping noises, a constant 
eyde of auditory pain. The comlink Joren had stolen from the uncane 
scious officer blared with its cv message: “letruderns, basement evel 
We've had an explosion event, Repeat, an @xplodion event.” 

Suddenly then wasa face on the olher side of the viewport: Towks, 
awake but shaopy, confused. Joram keyed the comlink on the door. 
“Teeks, got agalnst the fae wall, cover yourself with your mattress." 

Tests nockied and disappeared, 

Joram seq the timer on his change, then he and Tinian withdrew 
alang the corridor ane aroured the first comer. Faces now fliked masn of 
the coll viewparts. Sone of these men and women were hanimering, 
others talking, some pleading with nothing but their expenssions, Jerr 
igrenred then, 

He and Tintan were barely in place when the charge blew, Furling 
metal fragrant all along the corridor. They nushed back inte the cell | 

Teeks rose fron behind his improvised barricr. “Tell me this is.a rescue,” 

“This if. resoue,” Joram said. I'm Joram. This is Tinta.” He lapped hid 
other capktive charge on the exterior wall just beside Tasks’ knees. He 
S87 the Gener for thirty seconds. “Tinian, cower the healheary,” 

Teeks moved away from the mow explosive, He book his mattress with 
him. “De you know anything about my gittriend? i she wader gui pi- 
eign? Under arrest?” 

“We, she's not. She's safe." Joram mowed arevay fron the eaplodive, 
wabthed it timer count down, and something cicked inte place far 
hit. Rene! should be under suspicion. The fact teat she's ned suggests that 
Aonkec & cedain tat she's ineacent, Which they shoudls': Golers ney 
howe dnsige information about Tewks' pero! ie ane knew she wasn't part 
of bis team. But how mould they koe phat ond yer nod Amow to pick wa 
contacts like Thorb? 

An ogent would faciuce 
Peron! actals a bir repants, bar kees dvfenmation about Ads renources, his 
CovIhacrs, srcret, 

So Plangec hosaceess to iavfenmation from Teeds" reports to his 
Jnteitigence supency, Mapbe fe the reports thenisehers. 
Tinian sad, “Five,” 

"Whari" 
“Four,” she saicl, 
“Oh Joram joined her and Teeks behind the mattress, 





“Three. Tyr. Cire," 

The wall Blew out, this explosion sending duracrete dust inbo the 
air—nmaethy outward. Before the echoes hed faded, Joram ran forward 
ard pened cut through the hole. 

Below, the walkevey and landspeeder lane were litbered with chunks 
of duracnete Cherek’s rented ainpeeder was parked twenty meters off 
fo the right, directhy in front of the basement doorway acoess. Mapper 
and Cherek, the latter staggering slightly, were already emerging free: 
the stairveil 

“Fare you fit For 2 one-story drop? Joram asked. We had to shout: his 
hearing wasn't what it should be, and he assumed that the hearing of 
his companions was similarty affected. 

“Rather too late to ask,” Teeks shouted. “But yrs." 

“After you.” Tindkain shouted. 

Joram sid feetofirst through the hole, its broken edges scraping 
across hi back, and dropped He landed on Chae anny icliry wwalkwcry ared 
continued his motion inte a fareard nod, a Srihe clumnsy—his back would 
be bruibed tomonnew. But it was better than having a broken ankde or 
twisted knee, He stood. 

Teeks hit the walloway behind hin, called ninibly to his feet, aned ges- 
tured up for Tinkan mo Ballo. 

Ahead, Mapper, on the street side of the ainipeeder, and Chearek, an 
the walkway side, had its dears open, 

Then a unitonmed Planes officer, a young man with clark hair, leaped 
25 E catapulted up fram the baseenent stairevay ared placited bis Blaster 
in Cherek'’s side, Even with his diminéshed hearing. Joram could Fear the 
man’s shout of "De not mower 

Joram grimaced. It was amateur 2jainet amateur Mo well-trained 
guardsmen with a blasner would ger that clase toa perpenaber, And 
Cheres didnt have the sense t9— 

Cherek raised his hands a ff to Sure der, Then made a nee te 
inock the blaster acide, 

The guarcman fired, Cherek, his chest smoking, a surpeised look or 
his face, fell. The quardiman adjusted hes aim toward Mapper ard 
Livirvtiics. 

Tirsian's blaster shot nce him across the Sale shoulders. The 


reached the airspeeder. Livintius had the alespecder in motion before 
they'd dogged the doors chased. 

And they had a kilometer between them and the PlanSec buiiding 
before the first security speeder left the building. 


oo °o 


Mapper straightened from beside Chenek's bed. They were back in the 
dubious and fomporary security of Cheng’ s chambers. “1 think he'll live,” 
Mapper said. 

But Cherek did not respond to the hopeful pramcuncoment; his 
chest bandaged, his eyes clased, he nemained In the seep of the 
bavcthy imijinresd. 

Teeks rege from the room's puffy chair "I don't mean to sound 
ungrabefal, but you'd better get off-earkd bedore they have areiagh 
information to cach you.” 

"We can't leave hina,” Livinglus said, He continied te eye Joram wah 
uispucion, as if Soran had shot Chenek by remote contel, 

“Yes, YOu cam,” Toeks said. Ger hie inte the speeder ane I'll tale 
him to a safe hoase. | hawe safe houses, cover identities, many 
ACCOMANES all gener,” 

Livintius diook his hese, They're bound to be comipromised. By your 
dead lover,” 

“Zarana doen't know: anything about ny work.” Teeks shire 1 
expec Do bell her about when | propese: be fee,” 

Livingius pointed an accusing finger at Joram, “You didn't tell himi—" 

Jorarn put a finger te his Gps bo shrush the academic, 


oo °o 


Joram didn't begin bo relax until he could see Tarhassan shrinking in the 
helocam weew on the screenin the transports main cabin. In minutes, 
they'd be jumping to hypenipece, headed for 4 planet that remained 
neutral as war flared up af around it. From there, they could make their 
way back to Coruscant. Meanwhile, hed privately wamed Teeics against 
communicating with Republic intelligence or accessing accounts he'd 
mentioned in his reports—at least. not until Joram could form an 
impression of haw Tecks had been exposed. 
The sound of tapping distracted him from the soren. He looked over 
to see Tinian working on her datapad. “What's this?” 
She gave hima smile. “My report.” 
What He looked down at tts diminutive screen, t's not in proper 
* “utine format. Wor do | seo any contributions from Livingius” 
can file hi own repart. In the maandine, mines will becceree thee 
truth of the mission te Tarhassam.” 
atts the offical truth? So my truth marches your truth, that is.” 
Planned, Livintius and linesearched, you and Mapper exe 
all until the big show at the end, Then we all executed ancl 
ak got shot playing hers. also mention that Livintius, Cherek, and I 
2 More Draining, sore mentoring by Senior agents, In any case, 


; “ “Did well Joram corected, absently, “You learn fase.” 


" suspect m going to need to.” 
reached overta shake her hard, “Welccene oo Intelligence.” 
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AAORUCUEASIE CITY, MAG CALABAR — Aster months of wolence and 
strained diplomatic relations, the gawemmncnts of Mon Calamari tock 


cops to move beyond the civil war of last year with The signing of a nee 
accord botanic thee bean diced maint speeches. af the water planet, Theigh 
open hostilities ceeted aot 1I022—he daya Republic tack force 
desonayed a Separatist-luenied Quaren weapons prograen—the purge of 
Sedinorist elements fom te ruling Mon Calaman Counel has taken a 
ear bo acoorm pial. 

Jedi Master Kit Fisto, leader of lest year's task force, was. in the Quarren 
city of florunssik to oversee the signing of the accord. ina gesture 
meant to show the significance of the agreement, Quamen Senator 
Tundra Dorameia signed the document in his caw ink. 

The Quarren iolation League is no moe, and the exploitation of cur 
people wall ond mow,” Deramela said in hin resonating baritone voice ta 
predominantly Quanen audience. “The naw gowennnnent of hoon 
Calamani will more property reflect the veill of our planer, mot che will of 
the guilds that grew rich from cur work,” 

“The Quarnen ink previshy Sat the Courcil did rot speak for che 
diveellers of the surfaces ar the depihs.” Mon Calamari Councmor Kallbrac 
cep kere to oll-eyorkd radia, With ihe corruption now fernsed from 
Ths Books, (he rey Qaveniment will furetion 22 a yaice for all the planet, 
Mon Calamari are Quarren alike” 

The new accord radically rntructures the makeup of the Aton 
Calaman Counel, Though constitutionally mandabed to represent the 
‘Queeren and Mion Calamani people equally, the Council has for decandes 
been rife wth conugtion. in planetary affairs and within the Galactic 
Senate, the last three Senators have had strong thes to the Miring Guild, 
which penpetuabed an lolationiss policy bo deter competition in the 
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Planet's lucrative deepsea onemining operations. 

Though the Mon Calamani support this move, the Quarren see it as yet 
another blight on Senator Goemeia’s record. “Doameia is a tool of the 
Republic and the Cals.” says uke Chowall, editor of fends, a Quarren 
countercuikure newsnet popular in iorjanssik. “He's going to sell out our 
mines to the Reon Cals and open our seas to who-kreows-vhes, Mark my 
words Before bore, these seas will be bloodied again 


JRADE DISTRICT, CORUSCANT—Alter repemabesd chelayes Stiri bated io thse 
neely heightened Core Works Security Act, ihe altemoon finally save 





) the unweiling of Finis Walorum envorial in the Jrade District of Galactic 


City ta a meager crowd of fewer than 200 spectators. 

The Jeade Plaza surrounding the newly commissioned marclurc-stane 
statue hart in thes past held tena of thousands of spectators, but tocay's 
sparse qarhering was dominated Instead by the presence of clone troop 
ers and Senate Guard security, 

“GW course there should be mone pecole here bo pay Them respects 
ane remember former Supreme Chancellor Valor boolay,” said Senator 
Aion Maths (Chandrila), “Bus limagine the necdbop Betalevel security 
alerts and endless done patrok are keeping people inckeors.” 

Though a memorial to Finis Valorum had been approved and planned 
for the Jrade Placa Chancellery Walkeray imenechately follreing his death 
in the bemorst attack of 14-19, the plaza's public shutdown for security 
investigations delayed the unveiling for weeks. 

SWietws been trying to bet people know that the Jrade is once again 
oper.” said Cassa Borkannits, Director of Conmmunications for the 
District. "| guess peapike are sxill 
Shaken wip bry it all.” 

Senagor Rail Ongana (Akleraan) 
Fead The Gedication fo Valerie: “ln 
ihe days following the iraged are 
comerdhy attack that claimed the life 
of thes main, (he news of our hoes wat 
avenhaedoewed by the security pou 
cies that it spavned,” sic] Grgana. 
“But Finis Valorum would newer hawe 
backed such extreme reactionary 
measures and would have seen 
them 2s affronts to the freedoms he 
held dear 
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Ventress [ssues flew Jedi Bounties 


MID-Fik| MOQE—In Shaheed meee’ and ainelicial Hoke het nodes 
Trircughoue ihe Mid- avd Outer Rains, (he newest collection of C15 
Gounty Posrings is Quickly working its way lo independent Gaurty 
hunter. This lite update of 62 notices of remandaben comes fram 
Commander Aga) Ventre and i damingbed by Jedi wananes. 

“Hunters of the fringes, | address you on behalf of the Count and the 
General, leaders of our unyielding cause,” said Vertness in the holo- 
recording that precedes the Latest bounty packets. “fau've long been 
uaed to working Gubvde the sytem, for pou necognine its flaws, Strike 
back af hese cuidated enforcers amd bureaucrats who seek bo gowem 
oun rel ibe.” 

On Mar Shaddas., independent humbers. have lined up at pirate 
Hofohet kiosks to download the latest bounties. As these bounties ane 
posted outside the legislation of the Republic Office of Griminal 
Investigations, they are viewed as legal in Republic space, and the typi- 
cal permit restrictions and zone laves that regulate the bourby hunting 
trade do mat apply. 

“An unofficial bounty dorsn't have quild feos, tamcs, and other creds 
skimmed off the top.” says a Wuvrian hunter who wihed mot ta be 
named. “There's catches, though, Ho nukes means you get a lot of ama 
teurs stepping in your way. Amd you get paid in confed=creds.* 

"Httakes a special breed of hunter te nab a Jedi, and the Seps aren't 
too demanding since they're not asking far live prisoners,” said an 
Aqualish hunter who dartified himself as Krag. “You got bo watch your 


back and strike from a distance, oreke you ard up getting Jangoed. 


duration.” 
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Topping this bounty list are Jol Generals Mace Windu and Yoda, 
each valued af 1,250,000 oredit. Matzle additions and increases ta the 
list Include: General Obi-Wan Kenobi (350,000 credits), General Ki-fudi- 
Mundi (350,000 credits), and General Shaak Ti (00,000 onedits). The 
highest-vaiued non-General is Padawan Anakin Sinnwalker (225,000 


oredits|, veh Gained motorhety following his exploits on Skye, Vinujans, 
and Aangonar. 

The now postings packet also includes keaalist paliticians infliseritial ta 
the Republic war machine. These include Senaice Ask Aak of Malaszare 
(17,000 credits), Somagor Orn Free Taa of Ryfoth (16,0) crecics), and 
Sonater Onan Farr of Rodia (25,000 credits), Senator Paden Amidala 
of Naboo has the highest bounty of the loyalists, although her extracedi- 
nary death mark of 22,000,000 credits comes direct from Wicerny Nute 
Gunray of the Trade Federaticn 





Givin Lured to Republic Astrogation Program 


BODECAPOLIS, ¥AG' DHUL—Senatioe Daggibus Scoritotes of Yag Thal confined today that 
the Republic has been covertly recruiting Givin thearetical astraganors ite os ranks in whale 
amounting ba an “asrogation race” in the Clone Wars, 

"Gur internal computations have sean that greater than 125 accradined Givin theorists. 
including four sanctifeed maghematicians, have been dratted inte compares hae are Trois fer 
Republic military operations and are now at work attempting to crack hyperspace speed bari 
675 and COM pute even Taster nutes for the enemy.” Scortodes bold the Vag Dhl media. This fig- 
wwe has since been conirmed by the Separatet Cover, 

"1S reat just bigger cannons ard faster ships that wall vin the war,” said Teche Union 
Foreman Wat Tanber, The impeariance of eading-edge aabrogational date and hyperspetial 
Gkultons Cann be overated, With ihe correct tranidimendsional computations, # skilled 


asirogator could comceivably move a warship goss the galaxy ina fraction of the standard 


The ruling Body Calculus, ie gevenenernit of Yag' Dhul, has devoted its mast talented astraga- 
bors To developing mewer and faster hyperspace eoubes for the Confederacy. 
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by Chris. Trewers 


Xs and Ys Mark the Spot 


Elstree Sbudios was hame to mast af 
the studio filming for Star bias A Mew 
Hope, butseveral sets im the produc- 
thon were too lange for the suburban 
Limon lncation. Additional gnace was 
secured some 20 miles away in the 
county of Middlesex at Shepperton 
Studios. The facility's Stage H was the 
largest soundstage in Europe at the 
Time, It became the staging anca for all of 
the full-sine srarships, lcludimg the Full-size 
hall of the Miliganions Ralcan at tos Elskey ane 
on the Deagh Star, as well as the Rebel base on 
the foumh mon of Favin 

Squadors of Allarce stacfighter were 
launched from the base's rain hangar te take 
on the incoening Death Star. On the sand: 
Hage onky a single complete K-wing and a par- 
tial Ying were constructed, Other shige in 
the backgroud were mienehy meckuips, flat 
beecsd mer ioral Cuboiats pale po hook cone 
yincing. The wing & the only oe seen pysi- 
cally lifting off. and that was no easy Task, 
considering it wat dome on set with & full-size 
ship weighing five bons. The tack of planning 
the liftoff ll to Mechuracal Efects Supervisor 
Jobn Stears. The roc? of the douncta ge was 
undble to bear the wesght of the ship, rat i 
mention the three-quarterton rigging needed 
to support it. The crew obviously needed a 
crane, but with seweral cameras cowering the 
action from multiple angles, there was mo 
raom ta fitone within the setting. if eas 
Cecited 2 tower crane called a Zealous would 
be used. Capatle of lifting seven bore from a 
distance of 100 feet, it fit the requirements per- 
hecthy. With the crane positioned outside of the 
stage, the operator had mo view of the ship 
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Yavin 4 Rebel Base: 
= Main Hangar 


















being lifted and had to rely on 8 secoend 
crane operator supervising from indide and 
relaying instructions via radia, The crane and 
its operators worked faedesly throurgherut 
the production, executing precee maneu- 
vers within a fraction of an inch. 

Although the shios mever truly left the 
sat, we do sea ther fly aver the suncund- 
ing jungle canopy on film through visual 
eAects. This exteriog view was captured on 
location bry a small second-unit team fram 
ILM consisting of Richard 
Edlund and Dick 
Alexander, A peodisction 
Scout brought them ta the 
Mayan ruins af Tical 
Nateonal Park im 
Guatemala, where they 
ined model maser Lome 
Peterson, wha decided to 
take sore tine cut of Fis 
vacation. Wik the help of 
soe locald, the senall 
roup erected a quard 
bower made by the model (hop and dhe the 
scenes with a movie camer powered Ey a car 
battery. Peterson olawed the solitary Lower 
quard observing the outgoing ships. idl 
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nin the Galaxy? 


Voronica Whitney-Robinson 
Outruns a Fleet of Deadlines 





by Jason Fig 


Here are same of the ingredients far whipping 
Lah a Shor Mito intent books production people 
who know axaetly what has to be done and 
when an editor willing to drop eewerything ake 
When Necessary quick aporovals of plot nites 
fram Lucastkn; and, of course, an author whe 
Sando Fora manuscript what the Milennaiun 
Fotodn did for the Kessel Aun. 

Which ff where Woronica Whitney 
Rebindon comes in. 

Whitres-Robinson, the author af 
December's Star tors Gaalawkes: The Ruins of 
Ganteine (Del Rey, $7.50] may be a new 
conier te the Stor Wer universe, bur shes 
earned her stripes as a speedy writer. We're 
taking Anakin Skywalker’s podracer speedy. 
Lando Calrisslan’s patter with the ladies 
ipeedy. That kind of secdy. 

Whitney-Robinsen peowed that with her 
first nowel, 1999's Soentre af hie Black Fore, 
art of the Aavonloft series published by 
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Verorica Whitney Potinson laenched 
iy | 

Raat uring career with tanta nia = fl 
published tay Wizards of the Cogan, 
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Witards of the Coast. Whitnay: 
Rebinson had met up eth a friend 
from her teenage yoars, Jeers 
Lowder, who thought she'd bea 
good pick fora future short-snory 
anthology. Burt hitney- 
Robinson's fiction debut would 
come quicker than she'd irag- 
ined: Lowder was haltway 
through writing Specie when his 
father became ill, 60 he ding- 
gested te Wizards that Whitney- 
Robineon step in as co-writer 
and finish what he'd sarted—in 
Just six weeks, Qould she really 
Go char? Wizards wanted—or 
Rema ps. teeded—to koe. 

“Kiet kncreving that | 
coun rT, | dai sure.” she 


recalls, 
She could and she did, VORON eae 
which meant she was soon rebate Racin oo WV HI TNEY- ROB NSON 
men Pe Morita, 


asked bo do so again. 
Whitney-Aobinson was brug in as 
a replacement for another writer be pen one 
of seven novellas that made ip MS Malis 
ef rermeveather, the first bok fe che 
Forgotten Realms’ Sembia sees, That «fort 
earned her the chance to write her own 
novel in the series, 2002's Sands af che Sow, 
which came with the unaccustoened benefit 
of a relatively normal production schedule. 
(Another book, The Crintan Gald, appeared 
in Geoemberr} 

Last summer, with Saar Fears Galaxies 
attracting avid gamers, both Lucasfilm and 
Gel Rey thought.a navel thet tied in with 
the multiplayer online game would be a 


Ea Tar Beaty ~ 


oe 


¥ + 
. ss = * 


Peden Blackewan of LiecesAans prenvichedd 
ihetren-Fobeaean with valuable 


peer and plot achace, 


geod idea Butnesuch book had ben 
Planned, Could one be plotted, written, 
edited, and published on the dauble? Del 
fiey tummed to Lowder and Whitney- 
Hobinsoan te divide the work When Lowder 
fad to drag out Whitney-Aobinsen said she 
could handle the job herself, Given her tack 
record, wha'd disegnec? 

An Outline of The Quins of Canine wad 
approved in mid-August Whitiey-Aphinsen 





slated writing Fie reat day. When inter 


vend 


by the [niider in early September, she 





etimated she had half a ceaht of fins com- 
feted. Under the ciroumstances, Galaxies fans 
will probably forgive her for admitting that 
yes, she’s very familar with Sher Mars in gen- 
eral and Galaxies in particular, but mo, she's 
flayed the game onlya bit. 

*L can't plag it very long because it's addic 
tive==and | have a book to write,” shen says. 

Te Fis of Darcoloe bs a Shar Mare 
Galaxies novel, but Whitney: Robinson sreises 
that playing Galincies wont be a prerequisite 
for enjoying the book. 

“Hl tie in keosely with the game bur will 
stand gkires” she says, 

The hero of The Suins af Daren 6 
Guigque Mister, a bie-engineer plying her 
I 








rade on Naboo shormly alber the eyents of 4 
New Hage Dugque and an hhérian olleague 
fein a Naboo Casino when @ mybericus 
strangest approached them. His name is Finn 
Darkirin, dred he has a dangerous secret: He's 
apy for the Rebel Alliance. Qarktrin tries to 
recrut Dusque, thinking she'd be excellent 
cover for his activities—after all, her peofes- 
sion lets her travel the soacelanes largely free 
of imperial scrutiny. Garktrin’s quarry is 2 
Holocron thet contains a list of high-level 


a et 


Rebel sympathizers within the Empire's 
ranks—a prize that can't be allowed ta fall 
nto the hands of the Imperial agents who are 
also seeking it 

The nowel unfalds on a mumber of planets 
familiar ta Galaxies players, inckiding Naboo, 
Lok, Corellia: and (naturally) Dantosine: and— 
as with the game—Dusque and Firm vill oncrss 
maths with sone rather famous names, sich 
as Seywalker, Soko, Calrissian, and Organa 


Galawies fans will even recngnize sec 





Tribubed by the game's players, sich ad a hotel 
On Mabe Wehrene aiming! trait isa rain 


escent, levied, thie int 






UES Tinh Eth ayes 


SO CFeALureS ie§ Geer im the book 





‘ail appear in the gare alter pulslication, aa 
will Che book's main charachers. (Fubure 
Galiaies nowels area possibility: Whitney- 
Robinean says, “Tl weuld fove the coporbunity 
1 he ae") 

So how'd Whitney-Aobinsan learn to be the 
‘ariting equivaient of Alan Soto's quick draw? 

Her shart answer is that “my parents never 
told me there was something J couldn't do.” 
The longer answer is that she's aheays had 
tales to tell—and some interesting opocetumi 
ties to tell them. ‘hile today she's a marine 
bicfogist based in Seattle, Whitney-Robinson 


spent thres pears with the Peace Cons In 


DARA rURLES 


tthe Reader Win 


dilioceie bie Lohan Sea Peers 


Africa, much of tt spone lielrg im a rid 
hut in Cannan bin nb nya henoaseree 
lantern, (She was once mistaken fora reine 
Caenated witeh dochar, Gut 1at'é a Lake fear 
another column 

Carmrerane) 16 chose bo the eqieater which 
Whitney Robinson says meant, “lad 4 long 






night every night.” She tock adwactage of 





Chose nights, reading hundreds of Baks 
farrging “Trom classecs to bodioe-rippers” and 
Whiting stocies far her awn @njoyment— 
sometinnes 20, 30 or even 20 pages of hand- 
Wien tales @ nigh. 

“ld Aé@ver been i 4 sibuation in my life 
where | was so focused" she recalls, adding 
that was a good time to practice” 

All that writing by kerosene lame doesn't 
mean Whitney-Acbinson’s stock of stories is 
exhausted. Some are emerging now: She 
recalls coming across a drawing she did 
years and years ago of a woman with Han 
Solo, her favorite Star rors character as a 
gal. The drawing. she says, bs Dusque ane 
Han==ewen If it took yoars for the world to 
Pur WhitnityeHoben son iin a positaan to Durr a 
sketch inte a stary. 

"Tee boon walting for the oppertunay ta 
Puc pen to pager,” Whitney - Robinson says. 
“Thaee eee ines ang nny oppertuninies,” hbt 
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Battlefields 


by Daniel Wallace 


From Ventress to Valorum, the 
Clone Wars Envelop the Galaxy 





The epic Rane of Jabien has finally meach ed 
its Coreludion, but don't take 6 breach just 
yee. Star Word Republic continues the sage of 
the Chane Wars with three ragid-fire isues 
that take readers from the heart of evil to 
the center of politic: to the moat desolate 
commer of the qallaccy’s rim. 


Ventress Stands Alone 

Star Wars &eowdiic £60 promises to give fans 
all the dirt on Asajj Ventress—=Count 
Gooku's secret weamon and the Clone Wars’ 
preeminent villainess. it's the perfect appe- 
tizer for the Cartoon Network animated 
milereserios, In which Vorntress plays a stare 
ring rola. 

“Basically, we hear Ventrens backstory 
from ore of her erepirvigs,” bays Writer Haden 
Blackman, wie is jalmed an the issue by 
aaqiat Brian Ching. “It explains how she was 
Trained in the Force and why she believes 
Obi-Wan and the ogher Coruscant Meda ane 
‘Talie Jedi It should give readers much 
greater indight ite her motivations.” Faris 
‘will also get to see Obi-Wan Kenobi stage a 
jailbreak. A vweord of advice: newer get 
between 3 Jedi and treedten. 

The on&shot sue, entitled “Hate and 
Fear,” tied inte (he animated series in ways 
bath obvious [the crimson planet Aattarsk] 
and subtle (the unspoken cause behind 
Ventress' simmering hate) Look also fora 
similar visual style. “The cartoon quys took 
Veniress' backstory and adapted a very 
small part of it for the series,” says Blackman. 
*lwrent into mone detail in thee comic, show 
ing parts of her childhood and her early 
training in the ways of the Jed The artist for 
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qhe issine will be using vieuals esqab- 
lished by thee camoon,” 

For Backman, the idea of a 
female Dark Jedi villain paetiqu- 
Lely compelling. “Wituelly, she was 
based on same Epitode || oorept 
aot, but then | worked up her 
backitery ba make her something 
other than Kamari [Viasa, the 
female antagonist of LucasArts’ 

























Bounty Hunter video game) or 
Darth Maul. She's not a Sith and 
doesn't ewen consider herself a 
Gark Jedi She thinks she’s liv- 
ing up te the Jedi ideals ini 
ways thag Obi-Wan could 
newer do” 

Whon asked wheather 
Asal) Wantress or the onemy 
bounty hunter Durge vill 
hee some resolugion to 
thes character arcs beloee 
The release of Episade I, 
Blackman ariswens wath 
an emphatic yes. “) can't 
divulge ta much,” bee 
Says, “other than te say 
Khoa cove ort there eval 
probably die, and one 
will be dravicalhy 
changed—bath physt 
cally and emotionally—and then reappear 
when we start telling stories set in the 
Episode MLV time frame.” 


Anakor Shoji Pade! te ee hoecrs of Chote Were: 


Volur 3) whic collects the Lat Shand an 
Meanwhile, Back on Coruscant... faba aber fron rsuied #SS-So 
While saldiers trade shots om the batthe- 


field, politicians fire insults in the halls of 





THE F 
BATTLE) 


qovenninent. Republic £41 takes a break 
from the trent lines ta show how the war 
has progressed on the galasp's capital. 

"Ball POrgama] is the central figure of this 
story ak we glimpse same of what may feed 
inte hls later discontent with the Empire,” 
explains writer John Ostrander Other famil- 
lar Faors in the bsue include Mon Mothma 
(already revealed by Lucasfilm to have a 
role in Episode tl) and ex-chancellor 
Finis Valenum. 

Last seen in Episode | Valorum seemed bo 
be the personification of failure: well-mesn- 
Ing but hopeless when targeted by 
Palpatine'’s political machine. Ostrander 
thinks Walorum got a raw deal. “he was an 
Romest and capable politician up &qairist ae 

nsidious adwersary and & bureaucracy Lat 
couldn't be managed,” he says. “And he has 
changed since we'we last Seen hit. He's bess 
nafee. You'll get 2 glimase of the art of pole 
her could play.” 

funtist Brandon Sadea@us iMustrates thit 
tale of negotiation and betrayal, but dort 
expect it to be an issue filled only with talk- 
ing heads. A spectacular pirate attack im thee 
Opening pages is what prompes Palpatine 
to push for mew “Security measures,” and 
the ensuing political firestorm leads te an 
ending that will shack readers, “Mer all The 


[Clone Wars) battles were fought an the 
battlefield.” says Ostrander, “| would 
tuggest the real battles for the soul of the 
Ke pubic were beng Fought—and lest—in 
the Senate chaniber” 


clini: 
Remember how cool thease bounty hunters 
were in The Empire Srikes fck—warking an 
befall of thee Empire bit aot truly anaawer 
able pe then? if you like hired gums with 
Ming wreratic senses of parsanal style, thon 
7)! Foun hunters ane back. 

In Star Wars Jodt Ayla Secu, readers 
learned thar someone had put a bounty on 
the heads of Jedi, lin Mepis $52, then 
hunters come a-calling. Obi-Wan and clone 
Treaper Alpha, tying to escape Separatist 
territory and reach the Republic line, find 
themselves ona virubenthy unfriendy Outer 
Rim world, The bounty hunters who ambush 
them are ready and willing ta take down a 
Jedi, superhuman pawners or no. 

Anakin Sijywalker also puts in an appesr- 
ance, although he's been left masterless 
since GbE Wan's presumed death during the 
Battle of Jablim. “Anaikn is now the 
Padawan, at least temporarily, to Ki-Adi- 


Murnedi.” says Ostrander. “He's having 


dram —velons—of Obi-Wan still being 


5, ang 


tba Pen 1 


hy eure hiner could 









altve but in pain or danger. The last time he 
had that was when his mother died. We all 
know how be reacted to that. Will Anakin 
abandon his duty to look for hid Master and 
friend? He wouldn't be Anakin if he didn't” 

The idea of a bounty on Jedi has been 
peen before, in the Mew sedi Onder series of 
novels that chronicles the invasion of the 
alien Yuuzhan Wor, “| dant think & pegares 
the value of doing ff here” says Ostrander, 
"lt makes 4 sort of sande, A great way ot 
incapacitating your enemy i bo lake que the 
command structure, especially wher youl we 
got dhanes. 

“The real queion becomes, wheels hiring 
the bounty hunters? Dooku ane Sadiqus are 
he gbyious choices. So are they behind the 
Bounty hunters or is it someone ele 
entveh? Who else would have a meager 


She woay for his. tgleriqus carter 
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Scouting the 
Galaxwu......... 


| How Do! Answer This One? Your Advice Sought! 





Is Script Authentic? Will Curry Leak? Is Revenge Real? 


Sometime) [it in a auandary nbout whet fet- 
fers te answer o vehar realies to give, J tear 
open on) eivelipe, read comening, od fagh 
out lowd—But for tise wrong recsans. Or | 
quickly scan an eral and think, “Helios What 
Onmer ave you Ino 

Jieaned at an edly age net fo meke fun at 
famed else's expense. My Insider edinars 
phing [ve aacelonlly cade chase pa ne lire, 
and J appreciate having a good, sensitive edi- 
far, Is mor aloe, amd Irs not percant wher 
youre of fhe recénving érmd. On 
fhe other Rand, tere ore 
aeqrens of poling ao links gerne 
foni—eqpecionly with ciate 
friends ond Ioughiag with 
someone may be fine, 

Tiss etite soul-searching 
come: about after opening 
a ferter with a faint 
farmer red shang 
on the outside: 
“Mailed fran a 
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Shake Corrected! Wiscliiarev.” hyve renee & 
number of good letters from sech covectars, 
Bur tha one was a heed centcnie, My core= 
ipondent iaid be fered thé coluran dad Pat ot 
buge collector but was “heving problems fiac- 
ing ail phe figures" he wants, 

Haw de (ose dd queria like char? Ba! 
ignore his present Jocatian ond situation, 
whieh may be temporary? Go! give a snag 
lect rente which realty isn't my side? Or dot 
swgeest thot, when fee fos the chance, Pe 

check aut sone of phe reat 
online retailers (ited af any 
Aumber of Star Wars sites? 
What ward vow do! 


Plush Price 
Plunge 

lrecenthy acquired a 
fourfoot stuffed 

b, Ewok froma 

friered. It coomes 


with a cand that says "Limiged Edition #231 of 
9,100. The Beak came out a2 & prametion 
for Frito Lay, My friend says it's worth about 
SB, But i fiat sure, Car You help ime? 
Rob Bandueci 
Antelopa, C4 


Tob nub! you mean con! ged you S800 far 
Fou plush Feo, ao voy, Been ni, beta die 
Offfenn! Fon Cit hed ihe reviaineley of thee 
Promotional pieces for sofe, they sold for S300 
ech, Alphough they really are a cool item, in 
fay Gorman, (he eure mov Re pice, ev a 
good doy, & now about hel iat 


The Great Unscathed 
A shart time age | save 12-inch Luke 
Skywalker and Tauniaun figures at Toys Ro 
Us. The Luke 6 suppeded to have battle 
damage, which is a few bloody scratches om 
his face, When | looked closely at the figure 
it did not have the tars. | looked af another 
One night newt to it, and that Lube did have 
the marks. 1 the wscarred Luke worth any- 
thing, of is it just a mistake by Hasbro? 
Kevin Vasquez 
Superior, CO 


Charly the Lukerou spotted had already been 
throug a bectr tank Bont! Sericusly, Kevin, iff 
offered you @ botnew mvscie cor to. drive fora 
week, whit would you choose: ane 
Painted fire-engine ned or oe mat 
wot il bore steel without even a 
primer cot? When ome step An the 
“Gedo” orecess i mnbhed i an Adiga 
foctony, dt makes a piece less voluadle, 
fot more valaable, A taue eerie bs 









When ol pieces up io centoin point in the 


AMMAN Wecturing process are painted or molded 
certain were, Shen changed. 


Phone Home 
Fm serving in the US. Wavy aboard the 015-5. 
Junecu, stationed in Japan. | bought Episode 
phone cards in Malaya and Japan. Same of 
them are three-dimensional. | just wondered 
whether they are going to be callectiole or 
warth some money some day. 

Ensign Paul Drice 

Sasebo, Japan 


Al sonmeane fer wiser than me ance said, 
Alvear in medion the fitove is. Ws imoorsible 
to predict whot will become collectible one 
what rise or fol in voto). | lowe mbome 
cores frequiey readers will note hoot there’s 
wery fitthe in the wo of Star Wars covlechbles 
that! dan’? love! ond hove been collecting 
them for years. The erodlen is phot while they 
are wide untied mn moc of Asio and maw 
Euwroce, Dhey ve recy never cought on with hoe 
dane mtensify in the OS, ether as an every- 
day arodauct. oro @ coflecttile. So they're sovt 
of om umoval cehegory, appeciiag mainly te 
tradiag-oard collectors, who aren't willing to 
@o sedrching for them becouse there Gnita 
avec it compiled’ arto gpand big bucks. | 
Chik ney will alee eo peripberal cot 
facie, ad their vale will be bored on how 


co! the individual cards looker 


your fenticuior ones. 


Facts on Figures 
Recently | bought four mint 1997 
Hallmark Stor Mars Christmas 
omamernts at a garage sale for 
$00: Darth Vader (with lights and 
sound), oda, Luke Skywalker, and 
C-2PO with A2-02. Was this a 
gaod buy? Also, | hawe an ald 
Anakin Skywalker pewter figure 
with Darth Vader's helmet on the 
ground next to him. lve looked all 
ower and cant find amy more of these, nent 
even at Celebration Il. fre they worth ary: 
thing? 

David Johnsen 

Canton, OH 


you re sothdied wath the Halimank ania: 
ment ond they sound De they're in great 
shope—then it was a pond bugs it wasnt whit 
Nd colla garage sale or bargeln price, bur ir was 


7. celcom we, 
a 


bea Hain elt au beanie 
herve palit ar retail, The 
1907 Amalia Slyavaiiker— 
Vader heler piece fy a ike scarcer iran moat 
Fevecitve Star War pewter fiquine siace it wos 
never avd senorita al retow Meet on in-ponck 
eaciunere tov wilh be COR Soecia! Covector 
Fdinon of Saar Wars Monagoly. They seer fairy 


BOS} fo pvek up on ebiey, eefene they ve gone for 


53 0055 i recere Sales, 
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SCOUTING THE 


Caveat Emptor 
I ust acquired whit appears to be an igl- 
nal menwhe script from The Erapire Strikes Back, 
specHically a foumh draft shecting script, 
and wish to weerity its auTRentiony or lack 
fheredt, | purchased the manuscript an eBay, 
The pictures provided in the auction did nat 
provide a qocd measure for authenticity, 
and the seller could nat verify its authentic- 
by. When ft derived | was astonished to find 
studio markings [Praperty of Lucasfilm" 
stamped on the frant page, “Fourth Draft 
Shooting Saipt" on the front cower), nefer- 
ences directing the halder to retum the 
piece to the Production Oepartment upon 
completion of work im ther film, and refer: 
ences toa "Red Gaoding Mumbar,” whach Is 
indeed found on ewery page. The seript, 
dated October 24, 1978, features 





SHOOTING 


et al 
POUETH Geard 


ae OE 


“A blue cardstock cove, frontand back, 
with front cover emblazoned with The Enyire 
Stribes Pack loge and “Licasfilm Led" 

+ Copyright by The Chapter ll Company 
on first page, 

“A caution to the bearer thal only those 
Scripts hearing a Red Coding Number ace 
THe Company scrips. My Red Coding 
Number is 32397. 

* The script i bound between two inber- 
locking rietal bars. 

Th Che test of the script. where in the 
movie Vader reveals that he is Luime's 
father, there it ony the line “Insert b— 
Dialogue Added Here” 

[didn't pay werg much for it, but mow 
that it’s anieed my interest has been 


piqued. While | enjoy the plore, | arn 
F =| gT4af 


Wan |. HZIfEe 


Wery ELTOUS af 16 is authenticty and wish 
fo $20 my mined af ease, 
Scott Rinehart 
Saint John, ME, Camas 


Scart, fi onvully glad you sovd pou didn't poy 
wen mnuch far fhe piece, that you've been shepdi- 
eo ond thet youre enjoy it regaradiess. Pov as tht 
iitthe votre in the Back of pour head hos been 
nagging you, what you howe ds a. cever forgery. 
Vee om so certain? Because loan f oneal These 
forged scripts weren't uncommon on fhe conven 
oncirewitin 1847, and sovd for $25, Eveyame 
doe then thar Peary ean rea Bit, AV pat: 
wernt wor, ooleninnd the inapanveness of ne 
anon Faun maker who went chau @ for of 
rouive ta hand -sramp the poges—and wath ail 
ferent numibers fey each Bere, Thee redler 4 
hat pears loner nove pee don T key ie avy 
ins al these forgeries aad! sia et Pry fe pte 
then of os cutierntic. As ali, buyer beware! 


Yeah, But Is He Bulletproof? 
[havea rather iteresting Mor Mar figure 
that | made the mistake of opening when | 
was younger. My brother boughs it for me im 
1997 and said that it wes arare figure:a 
fomanrr Monk. | would like ta know the usual 
things, like its rarity, value, and how many 
were made. 

Derrick Bucoy 

Roseburg, OF 
Peel) here's another one of those letters dinar 
made me laugh out dod—or myself Arter 
ramdlng the firsr senteace, Danick, [thcinyhe 
you Were gaing te sey pou hod ipped a 
double-tekscoping Luke vineg-ceped Java at 
a 12shack card. Bur pour Serine vias a techs 
ahere ene oe—aored hes oo ech cheaper 
Yi,” The Monk wie @ aire Interne: eeclie 
dnd came iad idped plavie Bag ino white 
corcbedrd minting bax with oamail istection 
Sheet. It cain be replaced in mini’ corditian from 
efloy for S10ho $715. 
Hoshro never dis- 











dlages how many of on dadivicwal figure it 
ee, yu wean do wean ol few montis, the 
iHonk being released again, tha Bene ina 
package. cs portof Hasbro's reqalor fine. 


Revenge Or Rip-Off? 
| purchased a Aeverge of the Jedi T-shirt ata 
local flea market for $70. | really don't care 
about the weeth, but | was waardering If ir 
was the real deal ar nat. | included a photo 
of the tag iin case it can be of any help. 

Chris Qatman 

Hansen, ID 


4 dangerous cambinaion, Chis: Revenge, flea 
marker dnd $10. Thars ome guaranteed frig 
ho Beatin, Amd tars nhe trip ou rok 


rr 


“1 i Ps ir) 
es bie 


There ine govt reo! Rene hee shen, eicdle ie 
Weary fired quadreited, Bor hey dre vical 
enined weit jude ifs loge died were cane for 
ffeil! Lucan purposed. The bog really ont 
Of rmnuch hele, cline back hen evi legit 
designed could be put an several different 
brands of thing, Amare teving note is the 
objence of ony frodemant or copyright lime. 


DiVviny! 
My Dad has a teo-record allaum of Stor Mars 
eroduced iin 197? by 20th Century Records. 
The records contain an orginal soundtrack to 
the movie produced by John Willams and the 
London Symehony Grehestra. The recards are 
in excellant condition, alghegh the alan 
cower snidws S0me sligns of wear, Are you able 
To Te) nee wheg heer ghese ae valuable? 
Kristian Macanon 
Albuquerque, MM 


Frei, (he aiieeic is priceiess, dd pee ol Aro 


Ait phe fechirpalogy fas kt about pote as 





Reluctant 13 just fess it out. Eating the curry bs 
ut af tha question, Any solutions? 
Mary Jo Fox 
Vienna, Va 


Shame on pou, Marie, Fou siguld have a 
TWh tare ovens apetine, OF caurie, | 
hove na desire fe ear tfre stuvfeiher, 2 | 
Shoufeln'T be picking en pau, Are Je rar the 





ome to tok since] spi Ave lapmese rine 
by, and here ore few among us wie shi! howe mrad paladin cups from [oe | could be 
tirmmtabies with which to play these great LPs. mrang, and | acuicinT wank fo subject evr be 
fo tts waliar is stcthy @ collectible ove, witch osteamratfer test. but these covy bags sae 
desends on things fike whepher of the loose porticulonty wel-nedled bo me—iorne sort al 
paperwork protean with the davbiealbumis pressure ond beat-aveilding process Nhat] fink 
faract, whether the sipewes thar pronected the might outlasd life ot we know it! If you're nat 
fecdedy ave phere, aed she comaition of rhe 
album caver, Even unger tise best of circum 
Frances, becouse oe many ov feene soundrrack 
albus were praguced, the market is car 
fated. Recent sales have been ia the range af 
$1 ra S00, alpha tid did? crap ove eerily 
hesefil eeVer fra orerlinsg Nis recerel aAcnion 
ftan eye-pacping $199! Po sure he heard 


Something an the ove efar (cea. 


Red Hot 

Baeck in 2000 | purcheced on eiay a bo of 
Japanese curry that was a tie-in with The 
Panton Wienece. Inside is a round card featur- 
Ing a character on it and a foil bag of curry. 
The problem is that | think ame day the cunry is 
going ta cone out of the bag, but since it's 
decorated with a Shar Mars logo burst, I'm 


Samer. Febnaary FP doe) Piel 
Midis’ Bows 6 Bietorde 
2111 ilo Bball 

fii 


Bucberts on. inogers! Den pour Gest keer 
Wars duds and join fellow fara at a 
nearby Gookshore fo meet best-selling 
author Timothy fan. Each evening will 
Inchade 3 signing, oo b's the perfect tone 
bola four copanod Star Mors: Sure: 
Quer pemonaized. Show off your 
hoeceviodgpe od the Qalaony tar, for aeay in 
Bet tiivia comoest, and you could heave 
wath a fale door prise. Don't forget 
ta & Shai for Seer Aeoee ssi! 


fatepbes, nF] 
Sree Prvtaec: CT) SSeal 


Sundog. February 6 2) Pid 
Borders Boole G: Mudie ais 
S559 Lr Edna Pia 
Procterick, Mb Lee 
Shoes Pesce: (0 0) Bo iF 


Pioriclay, February 9 T00 Pe 
Janepa Bath Eookesler 
Se unt Shakes Doysae 
WIT Shaker Square 
Omvelend, Cl 44120 
saore Phone: (2 bf] TSt-1300 


Wachneaday, fairey 4 © 700 Pe 
Bama & Mole €2 75 
12709 WS.71 Meth 
Carmel, IM S807 
Tione Prore (717) e201 Tusoday, Februgsry 10 @ 72d PR 

Booreet b-Mobhe #1604 
7100 ie Seeing Are, 
Rooeibe, MA S51 1 
Spe Phe 5 1) eS 


Thureday, Feoruary 5 2 TSR 
Dock: 2 Company 
1S §. Seon Ard 
Thoptca, CA he 9 
Sanne Ptaores: (ST) FH] Wedaciday, February 11 & Tes) Pl 
Mugg #251 
Fridap, February 6 @ 7 PR 
laseph-Bach Bock ce lee 
‘ Wh. : 14 Leiegnen Green Gace 
; AY FAH Lisi 


a Engage Prope 


Supt Lake & 
Seer (Piece: Hb 35 5B 





as certain, you con always ceanfully apn 
port of one side with on Xsacto blade and 
pquaneze those litthe bef and carot chiaks our 


dionuy with cine carn, I suggest heey tury 


ghowes and a mask, 















Scouting for Answers? 
| Your Giestiona and commen. 


collectibles ber SOOT 


AL Fisted, CA, 


Luthor beth, incite replies pee paces 


anauper the 


Thauradap, Petra 8 a Toh) Pl 
Marine Sa lany Rene 
TS) Claereaent Ae Abed 
A GT 
i [ERE SET 


Friday, Febrwary 1 @ Fri Pll 
Barnes & Hodde ach a 


TFT Baiager Aware 


Monday. February 14: 7200 PPA 
Wabdeebresks @ Cee 
2nd Southomler Shopping Canter 
Semel ba. 0G PT 
Shore Phone (SUR) 245-15. 


Fee Chott who canner mae i bo 2 
booktim owert, Te Zahn will Be 
doing 2 special o-signing Gm Tutor 
February 17. Orders far signed copies 
of Saar Beare: furareard Guee ell be 


taken an lire beginning December 10 


2003 and ending or Pebeusey 7, 2001 
Payment will be taken wa Payal For 
more Infarma than, lng conba 
hatpsl/werwe-slgninges com, 
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indful of the 
uture 





By stanwars.hasbro.com 


Last August 8 few folks Fron Hladene (heed thie 
good fortune of visting the vet of Epmoce Ill in 
Sydney, Australia. Those of you who subscribe 
to Hyperspace on stanvars.cam might haw 
soon Pablo Hidalgo’s set diary entry describing 
the trip. tas a wonderful op partunity to get 
ahead start on planning 2005 toys. It also gave 
Hasbro the opportunity to wari very closely 
with Gentle Giant to ensuing they had scans of 
pes and accessories that would be useful in 
S0ulpring mew ction figures. 

The Hasbeo team was able to walk through 
areas fike the Creature Shop, and see chings 
that had already been shot or that would ba 
shot alter the visit. This gave team members a 
geod idea of what would and youll) tard 
labe well inte boyd. They were aloo able to ger a 
feel for lhe prominence of differnet characters 
in the mowss. Cf course, since Geange Lucas 
will be editing the movie hong after Hasbra 
starts manufacturing boys, There if a certaari 
clement of luck inwohved in tring to quess 
how much screen time a character will get But 


understanding the story this far in acwance 


BA STAR WARS IHGIDREA 


Fram Basic Wave 6: The Battle of Endor 
Han Solo briefly disguised himself as.an AT-5T 


ene Lo The Endo shit hs 


ST péiot bo gen 


ceerarcd baroey, 





should help Hasbro 
make qocd deckeons, 
and the invitation 
and cooperation 
recened [norm 
Lucastiln were 
sopreciated, 

Cf course, for the next 18 poeithrs 
the Hasbro team will have to bees what Whey 
say Under wraps; however, they can discuss 
their product plans for the first half of 20. By 
the time this issue ships to subscribers, the first 
2004 Hasbro action figures might already have 
reachend retail outlets. So that retailers can 
restock their shelhwes right after Christmas, 
prodiict has to begin shipping as early as 
Meeriber, 66 sonst mes these toys show up 
in stores. befione thee end of thes yaar. 


National Distribution 

Ag merited in preeiniis installers af “Toy 
Box.” each wave of new Basie figures will 
have 4 Theme, with an erphasis.on The origi- 
nal trilogy. The themes for the first fee waves 





Sterling in Manch 


| Tata well canny tcl 





Ps Parl eo 


ana LP fehl “qlasics ~ 


ef figures appeared Inissug 71 of Srar bars 
Ingider. Weve 6, The Bartle of Eniar, includes 
Han Sale as an AT-5T diver, General Madine, 
and General Lando Calrissian, Look for imagas 
of these figures on starwars. nashro.com meat 
month. Basie figures are expected to be car- 
ried by aff retailers, 

Ultra figures include sore of the bigiest 
character: and scoessories from the Shar Wars 
galaoy. There will be sx neve Ultra figures in 
204, and some older tems might be lightly 
distributed 2s veil. All major toy seFers are 
likely to distribute the Uhra fegures. 

Three new Unleashed figures are planned 
for the fist halfof 2004. As previously 
aninoureed an stanwarshaskeo.cam, they are 
Chanvbacca, Lute Skywalker (ing Pilot), and 
a Clone Trooper, In addition, four previoush: 
released Unleashed figures will prtum iin naw 
look Stor Wor packaging, These will be Slave 
Lena, Luke Skywalker Uedi], Obi-Wan Kerbs, 
and Garth Sidicus, Distribution toe this fires is 
anticipated to increase in 2004, 

Net reteders will continue to offer Both 
bases and electronic lightiaberk 


4, Bed Liachir eiesion of the & 


a Toy PA Lis ise 








: with a Fed Leader version of the X-Wing ot 
Ag cevesied in the lest issuc of insider, a line of thee beeping cof M4, 


eight figures based on Cartoon Network's Altera vary cuccedéhul introduction of Scene 
Chane Wars animated micro-senas wil be sold Packs in 2003, the Jedi Council sets ot Toys iA’ 
eoclusively at Tarpet. Beginning in March, Lk will corinne in 20%M a0 fans can re-oreabe 
Target will also offer action figures packaged the entire cauedl soene, including the vember 


with plastic reproductions of the classic glasses «= piece, The first set for 2004 will include Yoda, 

of the orginal trilogy from the Fh and EK this = Qui-Gen Jinn, and Ri-Adi-Mundi. 

time with scores for all five mevies Look far new Four packs im 2004, including 
Hasbro wants to beep a 3-3/4" yehi- the “Skirmish at Carkoom* set, exclusheehy at 


clean shelter kicks ist get Toys A’ Us—and watch out for more great 





thee Srar Mars galamy, A hota exclusives im the fall! 
wenkcles will be avqidale at Tey Fe 


(Us Thenuigraut The pear, Seating 


From Basic Wawe 4: The Battle of vain 












ec bere such ae Laginlen 


the Sear Fane Aurpuh 










main characters. | don mined chtthen 
tai L: of Pasi, who hae Tumray th 
fuses, Gut Ehe Jedi, be | 


Lords all eauenbisthy oer 





GTA Was IA9SIGEA &? 


From Basic Wave 4: 
Jabba's Palace 


a 


—, 





BER STAR WARS INSIDER 








From Ultra Wave 2: 
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STAR WARD INSIDER aS 






by Mike Selinker 


| Hanrfel 
TO 2tonms hin 
ID Agbart (shorne's bln agtwark 
[3 "35 f2Acrves file 
Hi Cbriertgthene whe pliyee Trace 
15 “Bali__* (Zourd Aare song) 
16 cross tim, for short 
19° Gtgue Squedcon pai Peer 
0 Actress Carctre 
Sede beck fhe oy ho 
Wore __ an Har Maal! 
22 Hes credits include every 
Shae Hees fire 
TT Hervirey leat, biplagecally 
20 Sterted sabacc 
3) Movie theater chia 
Ti Freud cealing 
23 Cheenng sound 
16 Doler bik 
GE Et Aeraes TW production 
24 Eel in Experasta 
40 Competitor of Weat ind 
Fiames. ance 
A] Ooyect ia the Genres bet 
420 Veetvor wha played Bing Tot oa the 
fins ares 
Ledger of 4 Gag dae 
Havgarian eoragaser Fly 
‘GA Ti-Acress film Horr an the 
Prtarist magarine 
Ogld sengior Tih 
in Geore fe Se 
Grp fer 8-fown 
DET Acres fii 
Paria srtick 
Lest word in aa ‘3) 22-lloes: bim 
37 Th bers thn 
alec Luinness. ©g. 


FRSA BHR 


| May -Tog 
13 Tam in 
| 
| DOT 
| Lightssber denne. fp 
2 "Peet-_ F 
3 Medes bref 
&  Medivel word al despair 
| Episode Abector Menace 
| Bo Entered hurriedly 
T “Tithe Six” singer; to bar Tate 
fice. in french 


CROSSWORD PUZZLE 


0 STA WARS in cele 








THOUGH TE | He MIG 


ole E STILL HAS 
FROZEN ON HIS 


AC 


B20 


fn Br) 


a rk 
oe a oa re 


irl 





Ita porirayer ater for short 
TD 7? -Acraes fin 
ECLcE 
fear Hers FPG book 
Acetate 
4 
Crew call 
Rasureat a taamtan 
Th fe-dornss ble 
They're aliga ered by Ts 
sy sa before?" (Sale) 

lirector ieferatatl 
Anekin, el tha tere of 
ihe Poactoor Menace 
TG 22 Merers bin art 
Hern mere roord 
Ta St-Borocs tin fhe 
__ Deel (Marvel Comics 
Star Mars beral 
___Demisi 
ON St loroes bi 
Ma fopira Redes Secl ica plaaei 
Rebel base on 27 -Qan 
"a -erass fin fhe 
Warp 
__teranorysizk [Aloe 
ihteligeoce Mevorts mineral 
Jeoge Fatt: Raonuty Alvar 
anor Amal 

* 20 dope 7 B ranvial 
Concem for a cineraztagrepher 
Certan Middle basterter 
Neronyr thet masts 
"hist sa you bra 
Wilainous rand Visier foe of Aaskho 
frie hatwaan-goanee interdade) 


S Termial resaect often heard from 


debe Vine 
Word in beth titles al f2-Aeres' 
sequels to Ge-Becros: 


Bi Dbgect worn by the hernia! 


Eit- Meer 
* _ EF [Richie's mor, to Foreic) 
__ Dub get by} 

h cee ered Teer” 

* the farce, Lebe* 








Rebel Rumblings. continued from page 6 


Plata to sign, when the handler 
Cane ott and inhoried ut that 
Flank would ibe out in 1 min- 
lates! My anceiety at meeting this 
lnan wed growing evher sud- 
Genly | heard these dreadtul 
words: “6 that 4 Sor Was 
poser? I'm sorry. he won't sign 
anything Stor iors” 

Ir seerne Mark Famill has 3 
hing stout scalpers selling his 
signature on eBay. | was ium: 
ftely crushecL Curse you, ebay 
reseller scum! 

He eventually came out ard 
was mone than gracious slgning 
programs, posing for pictunes ard 
chatting up a storm, even though 
ae ance told) he calles‘ talk! 

Hwa a major meme im ary 
Star Wears fan's eodstence, but 
somewhat hittermaweer since The 
Ona [eer | vga kdl Pate beret foe 
hin to sign was shurcecl | did try 
a fees times ut inh the ered 
decided mot to force the igeue 
finde he was being 60 nike in 
every oCher respec. 

(wanted to share my tele inan 
effort to inform other sutograph- 
Geekery that even the bestaid 
pl.and a confinmed celebrity 
contact still do mot quaerantec a 
Signature on that coveted Star 
Wors item. 

JEFFREY CHANDLER 
MOHEGAN LAKE, N¥ 


We he neceied a fina other recom 
mendations foc Gaow fang fw Sax 
Dance Lessons, ard we're wa iy 


ver bord fo persuade the bors phat 
wee eed o ine to Mew Wonk to write 
the afficia! Insider review, 


Leave lt to Oprah 
In Insider 27°1"s “Des perataly 
Seeking Brace better, Pan was 
secking a person she met at Sav 
Wor Woekends, | must admit it 
was a heaethelt story, but arent 
there enough tale shows on the 
air for this kine of thing 40 That 
walliabhe Stor Wars Fichter space 
daean’t hawe to be wasted? I'm 
S10" gall with brow baer ard 
hae Byes: hove Spars. pike 
Cladas, ard vealks im the rain: 
ared my laworite character is 
Salackis Crumb, but pau don’t 
joe Me US POUT magazine as a 
persorials acl! 
FRAME “LONELYHEART" PERE? 
BROOKLYN, Air 


hike Bonn’s unique situation mode 
for a great letter, we howe no pions 
fo Begin a personals section, esac 
cially after maging Frank's aa. 


Keeping Up With the 
Sansweets 

Wise womt fo sary Ghat freicley 2 
& the best one we ever read. Mor 
being a Hyperipace member, f 
wae thrilled po finally see same 
behind -the-scenes Episode Ill 
pbeeies, | abe loved the Harrigan 
Ford inbervi@ey, 1ol to mention 
The nce shot of Fin oe the 
conten! Wee Whe feabure on Steve 
Sarncweer's collection, | was able 





to geta preview of what my 
house yeill look like in a few 
rove years! 
MELISSA BALANCH 
PAO FLAT ALN, Wu 


Cited dre fone mane tirana 
few years far pour covertian ho book 
Are Stevens. in firct, it eeouvd orobe- 
Sy tae us one or two sequels just 
toda Ar collection justice in the 
Aheagainne. (many avert wee wich 
you fuck! 





I'm So Excited 
In ny fife, | have had tao major 
landomne: Star Wars and Farscape. 
So [was encited when | heard that 
David Elsey and the rest of the 
‘Creature Shop team wha warked 
on Foscose had gatten back 
together bo work an Episode i, | 
wes Sven mare cocclhed when f 
opened dnsider #71 ta the latest 
Pictures fram the set ane saw Lou 
Pisey's familiar face hard at work 
ona Viookine and with the mew 
tithe of Fabrication Supervises, | 
was likmwise excited to se0 on The 
next page a poo of Dave Ebey 
himeelf beside a beautiful 
Wieokiag Cosbuirre, 1S rice bo see 
Our crew Sto) able to put their 
cordidenrnble skills to good use in 
The Sci-fi Coen munity. | can't wait 
ho She what else they come up 
with for Star bars! 

W poasible, could jnsider do an 
artic on the Creature Shop and 


their work an Episode Blt 
Either way, thank you wery 
much for the pictures Greer che 
set. it's good to see a frlendlly face 
and to sec my no faworibe uni 
verses come together, 

ALAT ME FROMIMGS. 

SAM ANTONIO, TH 


Tow Can con ono intereiew wath 
Dave dey abour the Creature 
Shop, but since irs @ piece fled 
wlth wandental pecrers, it nvglie be 
a Vitle wefaie before eee coin revert! 
waht he showed cl ia Syetrieny this 
Dee suetiies. Ter dreatber reqean to 
Subnoibe— Cts etna wae Sty. 





Hand-Crafted 
Mandabovian 
Im a 13-yeareohd and have loved 
YOUF Magazina ewer since |e 
my first iisug about a year agp, | 
can't baligwe this is fey Tins time 
wititiney. Attached is a picture of 
mein my horermade Boba Fett 
Costume, | knew iL might rot be 
mich, bug it's all | eculd afford 
al the time. For walking around 
the Taw, it wad better than one 
of thease five-dallar cloth-with- 
Plastie-helmet ones. 1 newer 
forget that night when | was 
walking down the street and 2 
cauphe said, “Look, honey, it's 
Darth Vader." 

CLAYTON MACLEOD 

HEOGESVILLE, wy 


Hehe we home you careected’ fseir 
error, we alia Pope pou renner 
bered Lord Vader's command: We 
disinneqraniwas.~ 


STAR WARES INSIDE & al 





Star Wars [he 
Next Generation 
When Lod Vader sakd "The 

ciele is new complete,” | newer 
Thaw hy that it would apply ta 
me, but having a child to share 
fg keve foe Srer Fors has pnhy 
made my taqperienice greater, | 
was [Lot Seven years old wher ele 
first Star Weers wad in Theaters, 
When the last ome comes outin 





2005, pny dau her Karphetoh will 
be the same age, It kine of binds 
the galaxy together, dont you 
thank? 
MATT “MATT Y DOG" SMITH 
TRK-4770 JERSEY GARRISON 
WEST OFRANGE, AJ 


Gither thatar its just part ofthe 
continuing scheme to mane ws fee! 
ery, we ove, 


Bead Bag 
loa bead weaver, and this is one 
of my best pkooes so far. tt will 
aveniualhy be an amulat bag with 
hanidie. I'm still weeking an the 
hanidie, Bart | thougnt if might be 
something yoa'd like po publish, 
CARGLYM ADARIS. 
DENTON, TX 


MacGyver 

Would Be Proud 
Thanks far the great aetkle or 
Lame Peterson, whe rememn- 
bered the special effects of the 
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Indiana Jones movies in Insider 
€71245.a 8d, | used to dream of 
working for ILM in their model 
shop in the candy days of Stor beors 
and Indiana Jones, although | 
strayed from that path and 
became am architect lrtead, iit 
beast | still gen to build models!) 
While | respect and ami in weve of 
The adyvancenrcsnts in digital tech 
nology, Ihnen was something vary 
larigible ared pioneering aout 
the days before the computer, | 
enjoyed reading a&cut haw the 
crew solved the challenges of the 
Cimactic scene in Boies of te 
Lost ark using Gl Joes, kerosene, 
water tanks, rods, amd a “walun- 
teer ILM receptionist for the 
close-up of the last apparition. | 
also got a kick out of the many 
uses of Sonotubes joogs, not 
"gonatubes |, a staple of the con- 
struction industry far years, from 
the caploasion of water out of the 
mine shaft in Tempe of Doom to 
The fighter plane losing its wings 
i the tunnel in Les Cnseade. | 
Shwvays kneve Chose Things coukl 
do so much meee Tran just bee 
forms for concrete ooluenrs and 
fourrdatians! 


Your slill-frame analyses of 
various doenes [ron all of the 
Stor Word mivies were great fun 
as well The storied and sources 
behind the weapons and preps 
are fascinating. | lowe the idea of 
*hit-bashing. where everday 
Massic-model kits ane raided far 
parts. Fil newer look at the 
AMifieanivm Falcon the same way 
again. I'm hocking forward to 
furture loos behind the scenes. 
Thanks far keeping the kid in all 
of us alive, 

BRIAN SOHEUZGER 
NORWALK, CT 


Spedierag of ka baching, is maraniy 
fhe (LM wezards who baw macht 
Che ort af fasan Daily shovand ui, 
































Staying an Target 
You asked far diftereans types af 
art in Lnsiver #0, $0 fim submit- 
ting my “Assault oe lmperial Star 
Bestrayer Deciiive” diaranma 
Rogue Leader & attacking the 
tar Destroyer bridge with pro 
fon torpedoes, while hits far 
Mon Cal cruiser turbolasers and 
previous torpedo impacts deco- 
mate the bull. ttis a Fimemalds 
Vif 2—-cale model kit wath 
Expanded Universe Aogue 
Squadron loges and kil markings 
for Wedge Antilles’ 
paste tind! Xai. 

I corecty 
colorked a scanned 
plcture od the West 
Ered Garress source: 
bec, Rigi 
Squaden loge, and 
a friend mate an 





Frouvs it Far the Rogue loge choca, 
along with the kill markings. The 
base 5 @ Shale Pepresentation of 
an Erigire Srrikes Back Sear 
Desoioyer, modeling the “step 
What aged swipe tos he Eericige, I iss 
Sf Ou fale ence py that there showed 
be mare Full surtace bepween phe 
raed area are the side of that 
ohep, Guat | wad week within the 
space he plaque provided, The 
bade if made oul of polysryrene 
Sheets, V2" -quare baléa (to help 


- POsibon support inside), and vari- 


ous model kit “gnesblees” [sore of 
which are from the Ertl Miverniuers 
Foiron and 4-Wing kite. 

Pe never seen an K-wing 
with the Roque Squadron logos 
as described in the nowels in 
official media of else- 
| where, so | decided that 
puting the loge im the 
middle of the nad flash 
an the top and battom 
$-fails baoked best. 

J&50N DAILY 
MIAMEEURG, OH 


Shady Character 

In freidler #70, you asked 
for Clene Wrars-inepired 
tatiogs, so here you qa. 
it’s onimy upper right arm, ared it 
was done at Sutch’s Tattoo, in 
Kansas City, Missouri. | alsowant 
fo point out that while went in 
wanting an exact copy, Suich— 
yes that’s his real name= 


suggested thas ga with some 
shading, | ain lad | clic. 
TONY “LORD STIMPY" LAUER 
LIBERTY, MG 





Now that the Clone Wars. mic 


Sones bas mage ospian on 
Cantcon Wenvork we expect fo see 
mare and more of these reimagined 
Star Wars characters. Anpone got 
an Asay) Werstness tattoo for us? 


Ballot-Stuffing 


Alter readieig your 2olunin 4bout codec- 
tors sores | emmediately began typing 
mine& One of my prined possessions is 
the Target-exclusive LEGO Yoda that 
Was Given avy in conjunction with 
Lays and Pepsi. To my knowledge, each 
Target Hore had one on display, and 
participants were encouraged to write 
down an educated quess as to how 
many LEGG bricks made up the Jedi 
Master. The one who had the closest 
quess won the display. box and all. 

1 filled out the engry form ane 
included my guess, Still waiting for my 
wife, however, and with nothing beer 
Todd, read the complete fst of rules 
One ling in partiular caieght py eve: 
“Enter ad often a6 you wih.” | peeded 
no fuether coaxing. | grabbed a stack ef 
entries and proceeded to quickly fill 
Them out, adding my guesses in ince 
mets of five or ten | filled out aver 100 
entry forms, each with a different quess. 
Detuifed then all in the box as my wile 
entered the stare, 

Treo weeks later | received a phone 
call from a Target store manages. He 
stated that | was only five 
bricks away from the car- 
rect guess, so he aseed me | 
to come by the stare and 


Poster Boy 

The one piece In my collection that has the 
mast interesting stary would have to be 
my criginal Stor Kara radio poster, | was @ 
sophomore in cHlege af Ashland 
University. One day my girlfrianed and | 
were inthe Rage Ty builder, and we 
Shum bled across atraned poster achertis- 
Gg Shar aes or public padies, Ad & bid | 
had remernitered letening te the brosd- 
Casts on Sunday nights when they first 
aired, but | hadn't realized they had made 
advertisements for the shows. My gitl- 
friend knew | vas a Stor Mors fan and 
Secretly acquined the poster. She gave it ta 
me on my birthday as a surprise. This plece 
has been a unique part of my collection 
ewer simor. 

Soott Aten 

Akron, OH 


Only Yc to Go 
Dhawe been a rar Wag collector for abour eigha years nicre | 


Souvenir 

lam 8 member of the Tennessee 

Star Wars Collectors Graum. Several 
members of the group went to Adan 
in Gatlinburg from Octaber 3-5, butt 
was Unable to go with then Tio avy sur 
paise 2nd delight, the caher members 
Chipped In and got mea Boba Fert fig- 
ure signed at the corvengion bry Jererny 
Bulloch, who was also there, This figure 
is mows cone of rery ereosh prized Shar Wars 
POSSeaslOns, Mot Deca! if i Sigrid, 
but because the group gave i to me, 
Roberta M1, Miaethees 

Kreowville, TH 


claim my prize. | quickly would lowe te buy anything and everthing Srer Pers, but due 
to budgetary constraings and since | first picked! upd dec by 

BAe Peel Star kypcie [i DS. | Rae mace Beaks Rhee fiscud of roy 
enllecion, | lve fo paged rot orb the sores of the Stor Mars umi- 
verse Dut alo the Tacks” behind the fiction One hundred and 
eighteen ha Star Wie Gecks curernaly line ony bookehehees, but 
unharunaiely ye had the time ta read onty 5 of them 


hung up the phone and 
drave to the stare, The 
whole way theng | kieprt 
saying to mynell “Stay on 
Target” (Okay, bad pian.) 
Yoda mow sits im eny 
office high on a sheet, I 
has beeccirret quite a cne- 


In addition te books, | hake accurulated nunmercus posters, 
LEGO set, a few toys, and t@yeral random Stor rors tems 
ranging from Episode | bandages, to.a Darnh Vader watch, ta an 
inflatabl= Darth haul chai. Posters, several of which are from 


varsation piece for the 
RUM TLG pele athe 
ston by my ofc, 

Kan Lypdiy 
Wilringten, OH 


ice, atom my walls, along with a few autogmphs and pho 
tos of Stor Hors celebrities. A lange Darth Vader street sigm dec: 
Grates The entrance to oy cubicke at work 

Helen Siler 

Gallas, TH 
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Recently, while Meca’s amazing disco 
Star Wins theme was playing, | put om my 















Jarapo Fett suit and shoved the folics how a 
Mandalmrian qets doen! 
Many the Fionoe ibe with you, 
JASON GIRNER 
ANA ARO, fell 


Pe isers eee first coy Epenecle 0 we shoves he 
fooled! fever, Wort he willy phe Veta 













Feedback 


Commentary: dasider 291 was spectacular. 

Commentane Stor Mars Galasies sounecs 
like fur, but | lonce fora fact that Knights of 
the Old Aepublic (KOTOR) ls funny, dramatic, 
and dorariright addicting. 

Question: On page &6, the Republic 
HoloMet News marntions Kohl Seardon. ls this 
The same guy a6 Mott Seendon from the Wea 





Rogue Squadron garnet His Just Desserts 
[Extrapolarion: ROTOR fans should ureter. My Padawan son Michael was so overjoyed 
stacd.) wher | brought home the nee fender, hic 
JUUIE GILBERT couldn't walt fe Amish his dines! 
BRANCH ELA, AU BILL ELLIS. 


HALIF AS, WOVA SCOTIA, CANADA 
Ainndtier: Kot Seerdon @ indeed aise Mol 
Savino, Ter dreaiher sence eee ae lekker ane happy fe 
provide: erdicing ohare to eet their brenets 
sprouts. Mie 


SIEIEIGIENE] EAERES 





oom 2 vin) i) ele ye 
ate 1 fa[ Bs o) slolvlal 
Bustin’ a Move 3H055 SNidsa3syn 


lam the cofounder and co-D) of a popular 
: a|zznd os ebed 0) emsuny 
Focksand oll dance party called Thee Barry! 
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Answers to Your Star Wars Questions 


Im Attack of the Clanes, Zam lands on what seams to be 
Coruscant’: surlace. From my knowledge the surface is a 
terrible place: however, what we see lin the movie dosn't 
legk tac bad. What gives 

Although the original script of Episode Il played up the samy 
Ratna! Coruscant's lower depths, what we ended up seeing 
Gn SrSen i rat the lowest place are can qo oe (he city 
planet in the final movie, the Coruscant entertainment district 
inn't as Seedy of dangerdul a5 was described on paper, Though 
Anakin and Zam seem te run an berra firma, the ferocete 
floor they tread upon if Sctually 4 rod! abiwe ever deeper lee 
els. Had they wandered off-screen, they vould have diseov- 
ened service ducts and chasms that lead to more treacherous 
digpths. As desoibed in a number of Expanded Universe 
sourors, seclunking into Coruscant's lower bevels beads to 
der, more decrepit foundations owerrun by feral creatures, 
and criminait on the lam. Because the clubs and entertainment 
Vondes Seen bn Episode Il host a number of upper-class citizens 
slamming for kicks, we cam deduce that it isn't the height—or 
even the depth—ol the dangers one can find beneath the 
Lass cant sutaces 


with Pablo Hidalgo, internet Content Provider for starwars.com 


al 






In Retoro of tbe Jedi, why does Luke throw away his 
lightsaber after he defeats Darth Vader? When he did this, 
he was unarmed and couldn't defend himself from the 
Emperor's Sith lightning. 

There's no reason to believe that Luke knew the Emperor could 
hurl lightning. Wie dont know whether Yods elaborated upon 
his wanning not ta underestimate the powers of the Emperor. 
Regardless of whether Luke knew or not, his casting avay of his 
Weapon had nothing toda with tactics or strategy, and had 
everything to do with making a point. His gesture showed 
7alpatine that he could throw away his aggression, and thus, 
thar the Emperor would mot be able to use that approach to lure 
hint go the dark side ashe did Anakin, 


Why did Darth Vader die in Jed? Luke was hit by a bot of 
lightning, but Vader wasn't. Did it have something ta da 
with Palpatine? 

Keep if mind (iat Like did rag rely cn aenisitiwe electra ner 
Machinery to dusiaen his lite, Vader's suin which kept him alive 
Pollenviney Fis injuries sustained i Episeie I, coukl riot with- 
Sand the devirucive aneéngies of he Emperce's Force lighthang 
That was the biggest physical contribute bo his chemise, Those 
fans who prefer to hook St things metaphysically, however, car 


The Wee IHGIDEA 





























keep in mind that Vadae's final reloase of the rage and loathing 
qhat sustalmed hin far tea decades also factored into his end. 


Why does the dark side of the Force make Palpatina’s skin 
decay while ether Sith [like Count Dooku] look all right? 
Palpatine's withered appearance 
had ba da with samenhang very 
specific that hagprens te big. 1s 
something Bhat deed moe happen 
to Count Dooku (Plus. Palpatine 
is thee nmast evil of evil.) foul 
find out more in 205. 


Wihy did the Empire decide to 
make the Death Star |i bigger 
than the first Geath Star? Was 
thare any real point to itt 





The Death Star's see is dictated by 

the power of its superiases. The majority of the Death Star's volurne 
is made up of the prime weapon and the systems that support it. 
Because the second Death Star has an ewen more powerful super- 
asset than thie first Geath Star, tt had to be bigger. 


Ender ic known as the forest moon, but there is mo mention 
ef what planet it orbits. Also, if the Death Star is the size of a 
iriall oon, why dows it appear ting in comparison to Endort 





Erigar’s primary planet has been the source of some continuity 
higtuips over (he years. Ender is a moon, but tts planet does not 
Appear en-soreen in Reture of the Jedi. This omission prompted 
moet James Kahn to suggest that the planet had “long since 
died of an unknown catachyom and disappeared into unknown 
realms.” Coborful, yes, but ultimately inaccurate: 

IF you cen From Shar ears to (edi tomes: The Bese on tie 
Lorain Archives, turn ta page 84 and take a gag look at ihe 
storyboards for the opening sequence of Aenunn ar the tea, 
Among the elements artists at ILM identified for (hese shores are 
*Endor (moon)” and “Flamer Ender," i’s possible they rnay have 
misidentified the big green orb as the planet, and the small gray- 
ish speck inthe background 25 4 moon, but the point is, Endor 
Wa Fot supposed to be alone in space. 

The Ewok televiseon movies and animated series depict 
Endors planei—abe named Endor—as visible from the moon's 
slitace: 2 beg sivery qas-giant glabe in the Endar sky. We just 
have fa accept That it was lurking off-screen in Acton of the Seal, 

AL least one quide fram the ald Star Worse roleplaying game, 
The Derk Force fising Sourcebook, followed the novelization’s 
énoneous heed and claimed that Endor had no primary. when 
that book was reprinted as part of The Thrown Triteagy 
Sourcebook, all references ta a vanishing planet were renioved 
Current continuity stands that Endor cirches a gas giant, and we 
can forget about the “unknown realms” scanare, 

As for the issue of size, well, a meno 15 mot a standard unie of 








Mesure. A moan is simply a sabellite that orbits a larger planet. in 


Gur solar yatem, moons come as big 2s Gampmeda, which orbs 


Jupiter le has a diameter of $,262 klometers—33 tlmes that of the 
second Death Star, and yet it 6 still considered a moon. What 
mabes Endor a moon ls that it's orbiting a primary back 


Will Jabba the Hutt have a 
big part in Episode tll? 

No Jabba does not apeaar iin 
the mayvie, nicer ls hee neritic med, 


In The Empire Strikes Bock, 
was the line “a death mark's 
hot an wasy thing to live 
with" puppoded to be funny? 
Vou Werenl supposed to have 
Soda Squirting aut of your 
nose, but wes, General 
Rieekan’s line was meant to be 
dryly ironic. 


How did Leia know her mas- 
sage would get ta Obl- Want 
Did she know hor ship was 
above Tatooine? If ao, haw 
did she know that the droids 
could even find Obi-Want If 
thay landed on the other 
side af the planet, it could 
have taken them ears to 
find him. 


Leia tpecifically went to Tatooine searching for Obi-Wan 


because her adoptive father, Gail Orgama, knew thay be was 


there. She even had an address. ds she programmed A2-D2 with 
her holographic plea, she told the droid, “He's located in the 
vicinity of standardized coordinates c-1734-j.-0033, first quad 

rant.” Artoo plugged those coordinates inte the escape pad thas 


he and Threepilo took to the surface, This information can be 
heard inthe National Public Radio drarnatizaian of Star Wor. 


For more information on the radig dramas, se this Baues “Radio 


Diays.” om pages 52, ee 
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